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"ig'ho is Locke ?" Let it be renienbered
our friend .'s a Catholie and of course be-
lieves in transu bstantiation. Scliolastics
teach thrit in cverything there is soine-
thing, besides the attributes (or accidents),
-a substratumi iii which the accidents iii-
here. Locke denies tliat there is anything
real apart fromn the qualities or attributes.
Indeed lie compares the notion of sub-
stance to the Indian fable of the tortoise
which supports the %world. What thun
becoînes of the doctrine of transubstantia-
tion ? There are no real substances arnd
thercfore no c/!al«e of substances ; the
attributes or qualities of bread and wine
reinain unchanged ; what change then is
there afrer consecration ? If Our Catho-
lic disciple of Locke remiains a Catholic,
he should thank God that he is not a
logician. In St. John xx. 26 1 read "And
Jesus cometb the doors being shut and
stood in the miidst" of his disciples. And
in the ncxt verse " Put thy fiîigcr hitiier."*
The plain meaning is that our D)ivine
Lord camie into the roomi with bis huinan
body, and yet there wvas no opening
through whichi lie passed. If nvicnsion
and u'esisen;ce aire the essol/izz/ qualities of
bodies this is an absurdity. The Chrib-
tian disciples of Locke niust have a pecu-
liar idea of the glorified body of our Lord
and of the bodies of the just afier resurrec-
tion. B3ut perhapis th ese th ings.are2 twa bu bile
for thecir priactical mninds. At any rate
even God cain not do what. is intrinîsically
impossible .to use a familiar exaînple,
He cannot miake a square circle. WVhen

* wc have a contradicion of ternis, we have
»olzg Obviously then it is a miatter

of vital importance for tie Catholic
scholar Io have a truc and incontrovcr.
table systemn of philosophy fully lu accord
with revelation. The Tiglit ta, chioose
one')s principles of philosopby is based on
the assuniption that truthi is subjective.
)'rutli is no iatter of chioice. let us
repeat it, truth is objective. It w-as the

* discovery of this ,reat principle that
hrougbit such peace ta the inid of Orebtes
A. Brownson after wading throughi the
dangerous -waters of Germanii pbilosoph>).
This adiniitted, '« tic master iiiind of
Anierica"' soon foui.d its proper sphcre oif
action an the ter-ra irma of Cathiolic truth.

To Protestants it is a more difficult
inatter to prove that there is anything
rcasonable in the the p)hilosophy of the
Schools. First, they are absolutely ignor-

ant of the subject. Secondly, rejecting
dogmia, they are not miuch troubled if it is
showvn that their principles confiict with
admnitted truthis of Christianity. Thecirs; is
ai woiiderfully clastic doctrine, thanks ta
Private Judgenent. A Protestant student
could no doubt talk glibly about "the
mire of scholasticism.> Indced there is
a striking simillarity between the action of
the professors of aIl modern philosophies
with regard ta the Scholastics and that of
Protestants with regard ta, Catholics. How
bitter soevcr iuay 6e the controversies
among themselves, the unanimîty of the
philosuphers in abusing scholasticismn is
as wonderful as that of the sectaries in
abusing the Catbolic religion. Brucker,
referring Ia the Schools, speaks of 1'"he
borrors of their barbarous termlinoloy-
bar oarous tet rus which had a sort of friglit-
fui sound from their v'ým clatter." Kant
designates scbolasticismn as the "antiquated
and rotten constitution of doga.tismn."
Hobbes conîplains that the Doctors of the
Schools treat of "niatters incomprehiens-
ible " or niù-a/J/c i.'4 "questions of
abstruse philosophy." .ýo that a pretty
formiidable indictnient is niade out against
tlîc- unfortunate Doctors of the middle
ages. To prove tic charges is but a
slight forrmality îvhich nia> be coniplied
with b>' dipping Iigbtly inta any of thieir
wvoîks,cjuoting a few passages, and pointing
out that thecy aie ' inconmprehiensible' etc.

It must bc admiitted that a great
obstacle tu the popular study of Scliastic

luîl.~pyis tic fact that it is locked up
in a dead agug-nLatin îlot the
nîost elegant. This is no douht a con-
sequence of the bad odor witli which the
systeni is surrounded in the Enghsh
speaking world, for on inquiry 1 find
Ilîat a translation of thie Angelie Doctor
bas gone out of print. Howcver with the
revival of philosophical studies among
E!'nglish speaking, Catlîolics saie excellent
works iii Englislî have niade their appear-
aiîce. Among thesc inight bc nientioned
"The Mctaphysics of the School,» by'

Father Harper, S. J. <M\acM,\illan & Ca.)
His introduction is a conîplete vindicatioti
oif the Schoolnmcn froni Uic charges cani-
mioîîly muade agaiîîst thenu. To condense
his argumients here îvould be impossible ;
but I shahl quate a few passages in de-
fence of the "barbarous terminology.
His answers ta the others are flot less
effectuai.
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