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ni.shes a large part of the winitor's fecd for cattic in sonie of tho.
les.s thiickly scttled parts of eastern Ontario.

A beaver dam is one of the m-ost interesting, and instructive
obJects in nature. Solomnon says, " Go to the an t": hie satid that,
bccause lie never saw,% a beaver danm One of thoc best, 1 evcr
81aN is built, on a simili streain ranning inito a lakze wbiclî foriins
the lîcad waters of Rainy River in the Nipissing district. The1

streani i*uus throughi a, hardw%ýood forcst, beecli, m-aple> and yeflow
l)rCl). At the point se]ected for the dani ice ravine throughi
wvhicli. the streamn llowed is about sixty foot, across. This is the
narroNvest, place for sonmie distance eithier wvay: aild in the miiddle
of the 1iollow grew a tamnaraek tree about a foot in diamieter.
iThat, troc hiad a good deal to do wvith the selection of tlîis parti-
cular spot at, whvli t.o build the dam. Both bank.sare, hli ; amid
that, on Uic South sido is Steep, mloss-grownl rock. 'lic dain Nvas
ncarly cigylit foot in hieighit, and the centre rested on this tree as
-i support; thus adding iiiaterially to Uic resisting poweir of thci
structure. Mfie dam wvas conistrueted cf sticks ancl imud; fully
six fct thirough-I at, the bottomn, and thirc or four at thc top. On
Uhc dowvn streain side no pains had beeni takon to inake a fin-
islied *Job;. the sticks projected in ail directions. But on the
uipper sidc thoe Nvall was nicely srnoothied off, and plastered withi
dlay. Thle top wvas as level as a floor, finishced off witl whiat
scmied to be blockcs of liard dlay. 'fli structure was, and. 1
suppose still is, perfectly solid a--nd substantial ; and. th, mn
fromn the shanty used it as a convonient, bridge i crossing, the
streamn.

'fl i ost wonderful tlinig about, the dam wvas thc slido ovor
wvhicli the wator flowcd whcen the pond ~vsfull. This mvas dir-
ectly ovor the original bcd of thc streain. It ran at an angle of
about forty-fivc degrrees from the top of the damn to the streain
bolowv. It was two foot, -vide, and the, sidcs- six iuches Iighri. Thle
anleIs wvcrc -as truc as if they haci beeni made with a mnason's
square and tro-wcl. 'fli whole thing wvas a, work of art; and in
soino -way tie beavers kiiow how to mnix and teînpcr the dlay
wvith which they line their sldos, so that, the watcr in its swift,
rush lias no efflet wlia;cvcr upon it. 'flic wvater, 1ve saw it,
wvas rushing down the slde four inchies deep, and hiad beon so
doing for monthis - and yeu- the dlay wvas pcrîectly intact, and
smulooth as a picc of asphiait!
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