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I have witnessed"some ridiculous and
almost incrediblo instances ot these
deree. It appears te nme that nothinig
can he better contrived jLto defent its
logitimate end Ihan a largi,,e dinner
party in the Loudon season-sixteen,
for instance. Ille naines of the guests
are gonerally se anniotncedl that it la
difficuit, to hear theni, and in the carl jer
part of the year the assembling talies
place in such oelSurity that it is
impossible te sce. Thon there is often
a tedieus and stupefying interval of
waiting, caused perliaps by some
atfected fashionable, some important
politician, or somoe gorgeously-decked
matron. or it may- be by some culinary
igccident. At iast cornes the formai
butiiness of'descending into the dining-
room, where the blaze of liglat produces
by dogrees sîîndry recognitionsi but
mnany a slight aequaintance is prevent-
,ed frein being renowed by the chilling
mode of assemblîng. In the long days
the light is more flivorable, but the
waiting is generaliy more tedieus, and
haif' the guests are perhaps leaving, the
park, wvhen they enght te be isitting
down tedinner. At table, intercourse is
preven ted as m uch as possi ble by a h uge
-ccntre-piece ef plate and flowers, which
euts 'off about one-haîf the cornpany
fromn tlîeother, and somne very awkward
mistakes bave taken place ini ense-
quence frein gucats having made
pertional, observations upon those w'ho
were exactly opposite te them. It
seems strai.,ge that people should be
invited, te, be hidden firom one another.
Besides4 the centre-piece, there are
usually massive branches te assist in
interrtiptiiig communication; and per.
haps yeu are placed between two
persons with whom yeu are net
acquaintud, and have ne cemmunity of
interest te induce you te becorn'e se,
for in the present overgreovn state of

society a new acquaintance, except fer
somo1 particular reason, is ai) encum-
brance to be ivoidied. Wheu the
company is arrangcd, thcn cornes the
perpetual motionis ef the attendants,
the porpetual declining ofwhat yeu do
net want, and the perpetual. waiting
for what youè do, or a silent resignatien
te your fate. To desiî'e a potato, and
to c a dis;h handcd te your next
neighbor., and taking its course in a
direction frem yen, round an imnenso
table, with occasienal retrogade meve-
ments and digressions, is one of the
unsatisfactory occurrences which fre-
quently tuke place; but perbaps the
most distressing incident ln a grand
dinner is te ho askeci te iake ebam-
pagne, and, al ter mueh delay, te see
the butler extract the bottie from tbe
cooler, and hold it nearly parallel te,
the ho'rizon, in Qrder te calculate how
much he la te put inte the firgt glass
te leave any fer the second. To
relieve him and youriself trom the
chilling difficulty, the only alternative«
is te change yeur mind, and prefer
sherry, whicth, under the circumstances,
has rather an awkward effeet. These,
and an înfinity of miner evils, are
constantly experienccd amid the
greatcst displays, anid they have frem
sad experience made ine cerne te the
conclusion that a cambination of state
and calculation is the borror of horrors.
Some geod bread and cheese, and a
jug eof aie coiiiortably set before me,
and heasrtily given, are heaven and
earth in cemparisen. Il midst net omit
te mention, ameng other obstacles te
seci ahi h ty, t he presen t excessive
breadth ef fashionable tables for the
purpose of holding, iffrst, the cumbrous
ornaments and Iights b4o're spoken of;
secendly, ln some cases, the dessert, at
the same time wvith the side-disheîs;
and, lastly, eaeh person's cever, with
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