
CANADIAN PHILATELIC MAGAZINE

tclv lias becomic a pastimie, study, invest-
ient, and in somne cases a science. NVith
tlîis record beliind us, ;t is liard to say
wlîat tinie inav develo1. as an objeet for
our hobby. Thlat it lias iinfiiiitely greaiter
possibilities of clevelopmcint within the
îiext fifty ycars, compavcdl with the last,
is very evidenit, andi twventy or thirty
ycars îromi now %'e miay w'onder lîow it
"'as "'c saw coniparatively so little in it
to-dlay.

1 met a gentleman thîe other day who
Nvas the possessor of a collection of stamps
that lîad been lîanded down, and adcled
to bv cadi, for thrce generations. His
grandfather lîad startecl it and givcn it to
lus fatlier and iii turai it had conie down
niv friend, whonî you nîiglit be suire
prized it lîiglî!y. It lias becoîiec an lieur-
loorn iii tie fal-y, and there arc niany
less useful or valtiable ones that are -ii biîg-
trcasured as alîîîost priceless relies of
past generations.

Sliutting Down on Fake Publications.

'l'le Ulnited States Postiuîastei--Generztl
is about to introduce a reformi in regard11
to whlat is known as second-elass mail
maLter. It wvas originally intended1 that
this class of maLter slîould ixîclude only
Segi ti ni a te ncwspapeis and periodical
iiiagazinet. l'lie lawv, however, bas been
circuniîventcd by publishiers so that tlie
mails have been used for the purpose of
distributing novels, fireside stories, detec-
tiv'c libraries, and other v'entures of a lilce
character. Thiese have none of tlîe char-
acteristics of newsl)aper-s, but are books
pure and sim ple, and niaîy of tliem are
of a v'ery traslîy kind. Another class of
publication that iL was not intended,
shoild have the privileges of thc post
office is what is know'n as tlîe "bouse
orgran," being a paper or pamphlet got up
more or lcss elaborately, for the purpose
of advertising the goo d of soîne niercan-

tice establishment. These journals pre-
tend to have a bona fide list of subscrib-
ers ; but, as a rule, the naines are taken
froni list furnished by concernis tiat sup-
pl>y tlîem for this very purpose. Thie
United States Governnîent loses many
million dollars by affordling these free
privileges to these falce publications. IL
is intendeci Lo shut dlowvn upon theni irt
future and confine the second-class mail
maLter to legitimate publications. There
is a good deal of tlue sanie kind. of thing
donc in Canada, and oiur own Postmnaster-
General has already looked into the maL-
ter, and lie lbas- on more tuan onue occa-
sion stated that some mcthod wvoul:- ;e
adoptcd for abating tlue nuisance.-
On/o IP'old(.

la reference Lo the above w'c nost sin-
ccrely hope Llîat the sickle of reforni
wiîll not tiow dlow'n an)' of our esteemed
contem poraries.

A postal card recently received by a
Cinicin t:ati papercontained 3,290Ô words.

Thle rate on paircels hetween Canada
and japan by post will be reduced to
20 cents lier pound on and after janu-
ary 1, 1897.

The postal appliances exhibited by
Canada at Milan took flrst prize against
ail Europe.

WV, Grey-Wilson, governor of the
island of St, Helena, attenpted to
corner the postage stamp mnarket in the
island. but his seheme became known
to, the colonial secretary in London,
and it was frustrated by an issue of a
large quantity of stamnps of the denom-
mnations which the governor had taken
out of circulation.


