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as tho cold nind swept thraugh the cir e, in tie
decayed wallv, An emuciated being, whose shrunk
foatures, sparkiing eye, and flushed check spoic o
deadly consurmption, ley on a wretched low bed, the
slight cosering of which barely sufliced 10 keep hee
from frcezing, while a spectral babe, whoso black
cyes looked unoatwally Jurge from ats extreme thin-
ness, was endeavouring to diaw sustenance from the
dymg mother.
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Easma bad wheeted the sola 1 front ofthe fire, and

¢t flow are you, Mrs Wright 2 inquired Charlee,
The woman fechly ratced herself§ on herarm, ¢ 1s
that you, Mr Wesat?2 Ob how glad [ am you came—
your mother 3*°-—¢* Has not been at hosae for a month
and the lady who promssed her to look afier you in
her absence, only informed me 1o day of yout increased
illness.'*  ** I have been very iil,’’ shie faintly replied,

It 13 strange how sonn husbands see clouds over
their hege lady's brows, It was the lirst that Charles
"ever 3aw there, and it oxcited his tenderest enquiries.
Was shie unweli2—did she wish for auything 2 — Ewinma
heanated, she blushed and looked.  Charles pressed to
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, know what had cast such a shadow over her spurits
¢ I fear you will thick me very silly—but Mary French
has been siting with mo this aficraoon ¢ Not
that, certainly,' sa:ud Chartles, stahop. ¢ Oh ! [ dd
not mean that, but you know we beganto keep houae
nearly tho same ume, only they sent by Brent to
New York for carpeting.  Mary would have me walk
down to Brunt’s store this evening, with her, and he
has brought two—aond they are such loves **  Charles
bt has hip—*¢ Mary,'" she continued, ** 8aid you were
doing a first rate business, and she was suro you would
never let that edious wilton lie i tho patlor, if you
once saw that ep'endid Brussels—so sich, and so cheap
—only seventy-fice dollama,

Now tho ** blious wilton,”” had been selecled by
Charles® mother, and presented 1o them, and the
color decgened on Ins cheek, as lis anunated bride
coatinued, ** Suppoge we walk down ta Brent’s and
lonk at it, there aze only two, and it scems a paty not
tagecure . o Ewana,” sard Chatles, zravely, * sou
are mistaken if you suppose my business wall jisufy
extravagance. It will be useless to look at the car-
pet, 33 we bave one that will answer very well, and
itis perfectly new.”  Emma’s vivacity fled, aad she
st awkerardly p:cking her nails.
Varrasred—hie divw out his watch, 1nd put it back—
whistled, and finally spring a periodical on Emma’s
table, began to read aloud some beautiful verses Ehs
voice was well-toned, and lic soon eatered mio the
spirit af the writer, and forgot his embarrassment;
when looking mio Emma’s cyes, how was he sur.
prieed, instead of tho glow of svmpathetic feclng ho
expected to mecy, 10 xeo her head bent on her hand—
cvident displeasure on her brow, and-a tear trickhng
slow]y down her cheeks.

Chatles was a senrible soung man; I wish there
were more of them—and he reflected a woment be-
foro hc ssid, * Emma, iy love, get your bonact and
closk on and walk with t.¢, if you please.” Emma
looked 2a1f sho would like to pout a hitle longer, but
Charles said ** Come,** with such sezious gravity on
s countenance. that Einma thought proper to accede,
and nothing doubling but that 1t was to purchare the
carpel, took his arm wuh a smilc of triumph. They
crosecd scveral slscels in the direction o Brent's,
until they at last stood before the dnor of a miscrable
tencment on a back street. *° Wheto in the world
are you taking me 'Y inquired Emma, shrinking back.
Charles quictly led hee forward, snd lifting a latch,
they stood in 2 little room, arourd the grate of winch
three emall children were kovering, closer, and closer,

Charles fclt em. l

sicking back on lier stiraw bed. Emma drew near—
she arranged the pillow and the bed clothies over the
feehlo sufferer, but her heart wus too full to speak—
Charles observed 3¢, and folt satisfied.  *¢ Isthat beau-
tiful gird your bride? 1 heard you wete marsied.”’—

** Yes, and in my mother's abscuce she will sce you
do not zuffer,”® ** Bless youCharles West—blees you
for a son of 2 good mother; may your young wife de-
serve you—and that is wislung o good deal for ker.
You are very good to think of ine, she said, looking at
Emma, *‘and you are just marsied.’® Charles saw
that Emma could not speak, and bo hurried her homs,
promusing to send the poor woman coal that nighi.
The momcent they seached home, Emma burst inte
tears.—*¢ My dear Emma,*? said Charles, sodthip\'g‘!'i"l}::
** Phope I Lavo not given you too severs a shochs AP
18 sametimes salutary 1o look on the miseries ofifgﬁi.
that we may properly appreciaic our own happf\_mw >
Hero 13 a puree contsming seventy.five dollary, you -°
may spend i1 as you pleaze.”

It ie uonecessary to say that the ¢ odiovs wilton® kept
its place, but the shivering children of want wers
taught to bless the name of Emima West, and at formed
the last articulate mwurmur on the Jips of the dying
sufterer.

TIME.

TrxE is the most vadelin.ble, yet paradoxical of
things; thz past is gone, the future is nol come, and
tho present becomes 1hio past even while we sttempt
to defino a1, and, lika the flask of hghtaing, at once
cxists 2nd cxpizes. Time s tho measarer of all things,
butss iteelfl immeasurable, and the grand disclorer of
all things but iy itselfundisclosed. Joke space, it is in-
comprehenaible, because it has no liymt, and it wouid
be still more g0, 11t had. It is more mystcrioos in
its sonrce than the Nile, sndan its terminatian than
the Niger; and advances bike the slowest ude, but
retrcats Like the swifiest torrent, It gives wings of
bightaing 10 pleasure, bet feet of lead o pain, aad
lends expectation a curb, bul cnjoyment a spur, It
tols beauty of her charms, 1o bestow them on her
pictuce, and biilds 3 monument to ment, but deaies it
a housc; it is the transient and deceitful Qatterer of
falschood. but the tr:ed and faxi friend of trnth, Time
is tie most subtle, you the most weatiably of depreda-
10135 and by appeaning to take nothing, is permitict to
tako uil, nor can it be salieficd, until 1 has taten the
world fiom us, a0d us from tho world It caastamile
flice, yet overcomes zit things by f.ght, and although



