
AL 4 l-IAUI4 OWS IN THE WES'r.
Arnorng Our 1riin ýs.

FiTE-'R au absence of rnany
,Iyears, I wnt back to live

arnong iny people for fewv
iiiouitlis, aîîd I saw again

soiiC of thieir custonis whlicIu iînust
appear to wvhite people as very
strange, and soinetimies very
wroiig-but I thilnk it is becauise
thev do îlot uniderstaxud.

TÉle P>otlatch is alhvavs one of
our chief aff airs. Lt is our way of
payiîîg for the burial of our dead.
The Iiidians wvould iiot tluiîk it
hionouring the dead, j - st to pay iii
iiioney the people who lielp to bury
thieir (lead, jîust the sanie as they
pay the people wlio build their
house-that is a commnon way, but
to pay for a funleral tluey hiave to
save 'for v'ears, and the workers
are willing to n'ait for long, time,
years and years, to be paid iii whiat
wve think the riglit way, I think
you would call it etiquette, and the
Indians are very particular about it.

TIe Potlatch and the Indian
dance always go together, and tliey
are always helci about the fail of'
year, I don't kulow exaélly the
reason why, may be because it is
for the dead, but tlue Indiauîs would
never tluink of having the Y7ale In-
dian dance any other tirne thani
uuear winter tume or at the first
siiow-fall.

I w~i1l try aîud tell you in a fewv
words about the Iiidian dance. It
is îlot fun like the white l)eoples'
dance, it is a1lvaxs rather inourtiful
and i akes you feel inclinied to cry,
The dance I ivent to this Faill
giveu by Chief Sain. It was a big
affair, but he hiad his son Peter and
his daugliter Mary to lielp lîim.
He liad a large number of friends
froin North Bend. and Spuzzurn,
aîud ail the Yale people, and some
fronii the Lower Fraser too.

'Nie guests ivere ail comfortably
settle(l iîî 01( Tonif s big house
Poor T'omi can no longer see, but it
is astonishiîîg howvlhe wvent about
talking to lus dear'tilci,'
and kiuowiing alinost everyonie ~
rouind lihi. So Toii entertained
themn until supper tirnie. Chief
Sain would ofteni corne iii and1 tell
his ;u-tests, iii a long speech, liov
glad lie wvas to see thein, and thank
themn for coxMing, because lie knew
they liad corne a long way froîin
thieir homnes to comnfort hinu. Vou
see it wvas somnethiug like a fuiieral
feast, althoughi Chief Sarns wvife
(lied nearly ninie years ago. The
funîiy part ivas.that Sain could on-
13, talk iu Yale Ilidiani, aîud a great
rnany of; his friends were Tlloiinp-
son and they could îlot iiii(derstand,
but they kiiew lie ineant soiin-thiig
kind.p

When supperwas over the danuce
l)egai, first sonue planks wvere put
round the rooni iii front of the peo-
pie wvho were sitting 011 the grouind,
and then sîuîall sticks wvere given to
theni, there was no kind of music
but every one just beat tinie, who
knewv how, to the dance, aîud every
one w~ho could siîîg the dancer's
song joiined in it, but if aiiy one
made a inistake in beating tinie.,
that offended -the dancers. The
first one wvho danced at this party
wvas an old wornani, and she beganl
nuo'ving siowly waviug lier anis
about to the tinie. of the beating
sticks, aîud the singing and ail wvas
so mnourniful, thenl it zgot a littie
louder and faster, and thelu louder
anid.faster stili, but altogether iii
tiune, singing,, beating and dancing,
When thle old woiau got tired,
sorneoiie else began, and s0 011 tili
ail had their turn. , I do îuot rneauî
everyone daîuced, onlly. those who
knewv how, and they-,were rnostly
tlue very old people. Old Toni,


