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The phenomenal growth of
Uganda & evangelizal Christianity in
Metlakatla. Central Africa, and the

popularity  which the
UcaNpa Mission enjoys in missionary
ircles, remind one of the time when
METLAKHTT.A too was a word to create
erfthusiasim.
In contemplating the history of these
missions one cannot help noticing the
dissimilarity of the methods employed,
and the essential difference in the nature
of the success achieved in each case.
After reading through the reports,
there is left upon the mind a blended,
yet distinet impression—somewhat like
composite photograph, of the work of
each mission. "With regard to Metla-
katla one rises from the perusal of its
history with a villege as the leading

by one man into a Christianized state
f civilisation — a fascinating and truly
leart - expanding picture ! but, as sub -

f an outward work.

On the other hund the leadinig idea
one gathers from the accounts of the
Uganda mission is that of a little print-
g press, from which fly abroad scores
of vernacular reading lessons, portions
Scripture &e., into the hands of the
People. We seem to see the missionary
ahways translating, and the people con-
stantly learning to read— not English,
but their own language. And it has
en by this simple, albeit labor-
10us methad, that a healthy evangelical
Christianity has becn devcloped there,
hose bulwarks the combined intrigues
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of heathenism, Mohammedism, and
Romanism have sought to undermine
in vain.

Had the printing press found a place
at Metlakatla among the many other
means there employed for the advance-
ment of {ne Mission, such as Salmon
Cannery, Trading Store, Suw mall &e.,
there would be very little heathenism
left around us to-day; for the Metlakat-
la mission was in existence nearly a
quarter of a century before that of
Uganda.

Since the advent of Bishop Ridley,
however, a good deal has been done in
and around Metlakatla to remedy this
defect; but it is up-hill work, and being
strange, its nature is hardly compre-
hended by the natives. Contributing
nothing at first hand to their exterior
appearance of advancement it incurs
their contempt. But there is no doubt
whatever, notwithstanding all that

. may be said to the contrary, it is only
dea, where a savage community is led,y

by means of the Vernacular that the
mner man of the Indian.can be really
advanced, in this and the next gener-
ation, to that stage of Christianity and
Civilisation impropriated by his outer

equent events bhave proved, too muchi .

Here and there the right ideas are at
last taking root. Some time ago I had
the pleasnre of listening to an address
by A. Wrightof Aiyaush, on the subject
of learning to read NishZa. Pointingto
a spelling sheet he exclaimed:—

“Letus not despise these tiny syllables; but
rather let us be very earnest in learniag to read
them. What! are they small thinz= to us? No,
tirey are rather the roofs of everlasting life, for
by th~m we chall know more about Gob.”

Well said, Indian Chief, well said!

The printing press should be the
Gatthng Gun of every mission station.

};The }Iagaga is printed & publisheddys

S*rnmonihly {whes possible) af Aiyanshizds
*'Mission, by The Rev. J. B. McCullagh, 3
. *
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