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i.&4 ai ail "; lapon wbich ta condemn Him.
Ris duty now wau to release Ternis; but he lacked
msoralI couzage ta lace the anger af the Jews. He
oeight forfeit his papularity and therefore his
govemnorship.

The priests, enrsged at the tbýaught af ioaing
their pre>,, repuat the charge of sedition (Luire
23 :5). Pilate, ta get out of the difficulty, sends
jesus ta }lerad (Luke 23: 7). Hérad sciads Him
back without sny accusation, and Pilate prapase
ta release Jesus after he has scourged Him (Luire
23 -16). This iailed. He then appealed ta the
people. (Sce misa "Teaching Hinta.")

Vs. 39, 40. Il~ y e 4 a custOm.» Nothing is
knowu of the arigin of the custom. Il Tht King,
of the Jews "-smrcasm at the expense ai the
Jewu. It wau ill.timcd for Pilate's purpase,
IlHMoi this man, hat Barabbas." He countcd on
the papialar feeling to save jesus; but the pricats
had won the peaple (Mark 15 :11) and they
chose Barabbas. -. 4 robber"; a bandit or
brigand. The>, would have pet Christ ta death
an the fals charge ai sedition ;and oh ! the cruel
irany ai their mmdness ; they succeeded in settling
at liberty a real maver ai sedition (Luke 23 :19,
25).

ILLUSTRATION AND APPLICATION

"Il wa.. garl,," v. 28. Neyer did sua rise on fellava shuuld always incline ta charity, but ue
a sadder exhibition af hunsan fraihty. IlSin," can make no mistake bere. The iniallibje One
says one Ilis always a kind ai temporary mad- hs.d already given His verdict of them-" Ve are
nesa. "The rulers ai the Jewish nation had pro- like unta whited iepuichres, whicb indeed appear
nounced tbeir own King-a King, who, before beautiful autwmzd, but are within full ai dead
thear vewy eyes, had maniiested the Gxihemd tbat men's bones, and ai ail unecannes." (Malt.
vas in Him-worthy ai death as a cammon 23 : 27.) They vere sanctimoniaus, but faise
maleis.ctar, and nov, in their frenzy, they are set and rnurderaus, sanctimaniaus, but by no means
on having the sentence carried aut with aIl sanctified, cuunting nat a littie, indeed, on their
speed. They are on the scent of blood, amd all outward observance ai every jat and tittle af the
eie is (orgatten, His wanderful wards and sacred 1mw ta caver up the malice ai their hearts.'
works, the matchiess dignity of the Manm the Their generation are not ail dead yet. Alas 1 It
passibility that they may -be making a blunder, is-tac, eay ta be like tbem. A show of holiness
tilt shame af csàlling in a Gentile ta put anc af is so respectable. It is a vide claak for vrong
their oiwn nation ta death. They remember doing.. And ve 50rc4,1 deceive aurseives inta
nothing cxcept that through envy they vint His reckoning that because we go diligently tbrough
lie. Itià one ai the terrible things %ibout sin, the forms ai warship, ve m*fy taire liberties with
this heliish paver that it bas ai making us blind the act"~l observance ai God'a éommLndments.
and deaf ta aII l cs. To be in the grip of a srang Satan has a multitude ai viles, and t isan
cvil passion is as when the cyclone strikes. X'ery by whbich he makres many captures.
csrelully ahauld ve guard ourselves against the "74a/ th4 sayissg of Je.sa. iWIhi & fuifiUd,"
first atirring af cvii in aur'hearta. When the v. 32. It is ss.id that, at the battle ai Sebastapol,
storm cornes an us in its fury, there is but anc a &bot from the enemy's guns9 opçned up a spr-ing
sureway ai safety. David had made trial ai it ai vater ina the British trenches, vben water vas
and bis cry ta God %as out ai experience af de- mach needed. Little did the irentied mob fancy
liveranoe. IlWbec my heart is overwhelmed, that they were carrying ibut Jesus' prophecy or
lead me ta the Rock that is bigber t.hsn 1. For God's plan vben they cianared tor Christ', biaod
thoc hast been a sbeltcr Lior me and a strong before Pilate's judgment seat If Pilate shll
taver <rOm the temY." (Ps. 61 :- 2, 3.) arder Christ'à dcatb, it viii be by crucifixion, and

II it 1»y sàoufd é# daqiId.» " Afra id ai that will be as He had said (ch. 1r: 32). The
leaven,"I says Fatrar, Ilthough nat s.fraid of in- ÂIm.ighty uses ms.ny sort ai instruments ta carr
mocent biod." It was the Passover time, and ta out bisdesigna. "Sarely the wrath ai nasall
touâhlavem or tngo iwtaayhouaev.re thert praWs Thee," sid the Puamiat (Ps. 76:.rI)
might bc «n a cru.b of laavened bread won]ld Hav calm this shauid 'make us vhen expoeed ta
be t. b. dduâd &"d so *ut oui fre. the sacred injury froin aur fellovu. Tbey cmn oraly hurt us
qhsuvaao of the Faut. Ou jukmm.ts of ou a God ay permit; a"- Ha$ the viîse and


