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EASTER.
'J lie wvirId Itsetlf keeps Eý.Ëter Day,

And Eascer bells ar\- ringing,
Aiid East.3r flôwvers ara bIooning gay,

And bla.&.ribIn arai slrngtrg.

Falir bIosswrn, on Vie I-Lster m»orn
Glv,- forth their fragivance seveî.

Aud tell ot R--ssurectloii Joy,
e% nd JEqus' -woïk complete.

But fairer rst11I, 'the cfffcnlng

Of ftalth, and leve, zzid penitence
To Chrl13t, 'ie rL'-m KIng.

OUR EASTER THANK-OFFERlNG,

n!ý alimoit liere agaiin, and veryV soon al
Of Our «Mission Circles and Bands wvill
a thank offerilig for missions.

flie
be

Last year wc gave several. hundlred dollars, buit wve
iiust not bel a bit proud or even quite contented iii-
less vre are suire th'ttw c%û ould not have done a greùt
dleal more.

Perhiaps Nvc have ail seen. i stores or ini mur owni
notlier's cellar, soue dark aimost ugiy bulbs, and wlieii

w e hlave asked.( why thoy took such care of thern we
werc told. that; abter a while, whîcn they are planted ini
the grouind, they ivill grew and blooni, auJ frorn tlIeii

"'e wil gathuer beautiful white Easter Lilies.
Iamn going te, suppose, just for a uminute, that otîr

hearts are gai-demis or flower pots. Aud this Easter-tide
mve want a beautiful -wihite floecr, called Thanksgiving,to bloonu. This Thanksgiving flower is not like tue
lily in sonte wmvays, for it springs frorn a lovely white
bulb, almiosi, if flot; quite, as pretty as the flower itself.
We 'will call it Thankfulness or Gratitude.

Nowv, 1 d, âuot; kniow very niuch about flower cultiure,
but I think that to do well, most plants necd good sou,
w'ater, and te be kcept item the frost. So does our
Thnksg,,,iving plant. One way te rnake the ea-t soil
rw*li is te go te the 3119sion Baud every time it meets
and learn hlow little folk are treated in China, India
aund alm<,st aIl other h-.eathen lands. Mien if xçe readl
;a few verses ir. ilhe Bible every day, and ask God to
bless lis, it will keep the soil fertile and warm, and
zgratitude cant; hclp but grow.

Tt mnust bave water. If we are oid enougl and eaui
i ead tIe life cf -z7ine nîissieuary, it iil keep the lieart-
>0il nîoist. andii te renad oui- brigit littie Palm Brancli
-verýy nioenth -w'iil do ",aIl sorts cf goocl."

We mmust ko-ep it from the frost. It i.; rather à
delicate plant, and if iL gcts a, severe chili whien it is
voung it will mever bloom as freely, anud if it gets reaiiy

irozen, sonietiines it never sprouts again, the flowers3
die, fhe Icaves fail off and even th,3 lovely whlite bulb
turns dark and driés up. We will coul the iola winds
that ehili and 11it; our beautiful 'plant Selfliucs

and Discontent; if ive have kiept it front. these it will
have more and larcr flowers this year thanii it liad hi4t
riaster.

1 wvoider if any of us have a feeling that we liave
niothingr for whichi to bo thiankzf i. We are not rich: 11o
onc lias giveil ls a piano or niee white pony like the
littie grirl or boy that; wov have rend abouit. WVo have no
bicycle, or gold ii-atdîI, or rings, and really ive dou t
knlow w'hat; to thiank Goci for.

Well, a few nionths ago 1 spent a littie Iinie in "Tlue
Blind Institiute,e' in B3rantford, and as 1 foilowed out
hlind guide fri remit te rooni, and saiv thce littie boys-
and girls trying te learn geography frorn blocks of
wood. -witl ittie nails in thteni, 1 feit like saying over
and over ngain: Thank God, for oye siglit! WVhou 1
went into the kindergarten rooni and sawv the deatr lit-
tic "tots" feeling about their littie pînythings it speed
te nie that everybody wvho eoulcl sec slhould thank o
ev'.ery day.

1 reinen ber reading omnc of a very, v'erýy rieli iaii,
and whon soine one asked. irni what; lie Nvould, like for
a birthiday present, lie said, 1-1 woult rather ]lave a
good igtssleep thonl anlythinig eise in Ille WvoI-1d.*
BoyVs and gils, i( we are healthy and eau siepl 11i
iliglit, when we risc iii the iorning we ouight Io kileel
?-iglît down and. say "Thiank yeni" t (iod.

Thec cominon blessinrgs are tIc great ones after ail.
.L cect if wve wcre talzei te a country ivlore there wore

no Bibles or Churehes wce wouid know better thon we(,
(Io 110w how tiaukfiil ive slieuid hc tiat ive live iii a
eotintry whierc the Bible is the deaepest book print cd;
iii homes wvluerc the first story %Ve lîcard wins the ol1l, ohd
story of Jesuis aîîd IRis Love.

But why give nioney te express our gratitude? Be-
cause God. wants lis to. Uce wants us to seud men andi
%'oillen into ail the world to tell ihern about lus gret
love, and tlhanks.givingcr iniv ords (while it is very good)
will noyer do inlt.

Yoit r.11 know about thc war niow groing ou in Souith
Afriea. Our lovie for our Quecu was, best expre-sod
whènl ive gave our boys te figlit and die iii lier service.
If we hiad eiîougli noncy wo, coid send out a mission-
ary '"contingent," a thousand. strongy te figlît for our
IIeaivenly Kinge.

1 heard a funny story hiast wccek abouit a boy uî'lo haaé
a littie dog. named Fido. One day the boy was putting,
aside the very bcst piece of the ineat tlîat hoe hiait fr
his li-nner.. Whenx asked why ho -%as doingr so, lie liad
to tell tha.t it was for Edo. THs father wvould net lot
hlmi give the best, but said. the scraps that; wcrc left
woulà do for the dog. Aiter dinner, whien the littie
boy tookz eut the plate fuli. of scraps lie said: '¶lere
Fidô,y 1 intended f0 bringr yen, an offering, bult thiF, i
only a collection."-

If therp is the difference tiiis littie boy tiîouit
there -%as betwveen an oftering- and a collection, let lis
he suire thant this year ours is an Easter offering.

WVaterford. E. D,

H-ints te Contributors.--Siort contributions and
plehty of them.

TH~PALM BRZANCH4.


