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In commencing a stries of articles on our
leading merchants in the dry goods and
alled trades we have sclected the acknow-
ledged aither of the grade, M r. Donald Mac-
Kay, senior member of the firm iof Gordcn
MacKay & Co., Toronto. Mr. MacKay has
passed the alotted thre score years and ten,
having been born at Kil-
don an, Suthierlandshire,
Scotland, in 1815, but is
stel hale and hearty, and
has, we hope, inany years
ofuselulnessyetbefore him
It is characteristíc of the
Highland race that htey
live to a good old age, their
constitutions being hard.
ened and strengthened by
the pure mountan air they
breathe and the athletii.
lie they invariably lead.
Mr. MacKay was the
youngest of ten children
and his parents, when he
was two years of age, re-
moved to Lybster, Caith-
nnshirewhere he renain-
ed'till 1836. In that year
he left his native land and
came to Canada, the home
of thousands of the best
and bravest of Scottish
Highlanders. In the fol.
lowing year the Rebellion
broke out and young Mac.
Kay, with the true instinct
of the Highlander. joined
the Loyalists and served
througliout that bnef. but
stirring period. He resided
for a n.mber of years in
Monteal where he began
that business career which
has bee ,crownedwithsuch
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remarkable success. In à848 he removed
to Hamilton, commencig in a small way,
but shnrtly afitrwards, so rapidiy had his
business extended, he, with his nephew, Mr
John Gordon, entered nto the wholtsale dry
goods business under the firm name of Gor-
don and MacKay Mr MacKay, with that
keen foresight which lias so eninently mark-
ed his carter, was quick to recognize the tact
that Toronto was likely to becoie the dis.
tnbuting centre of the west, and in 1859 the
firm removed ta that cit> and opcncd on
Wellington street, near the corner of Soott
street, remaving to their present extensive
and commodious premises, on the corner of
Front and Bay streets, in i87s. In March

1867, Mr. Hugh Macdonald joined the firm
which was then changed to Gordon, MacKay
& Co., but retired in 1871. Mr. Gordon
died in 1883 after a successful .,;d honorable
career, wnd injanuary 1887, Mr. C. C. Robb,
and Mr. J. W. Woods, who lad been con.
nected with the house for thirty and iftcen
years respectively, became partners.

Mlr. hfacKay's energy and enterpr'se did
not stop at building up one of the leading
wholesale dry goods houses of the Dominion.
Ii r86t the Lybster cotton mills -so.called
in nemnry of the place of hi. youth-were
built at Merritton, Ont., by the firm and these
have also proved a most successful venture.
In t868 a Limite.<L Liability Company was
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formed to operate the milis, known as The
Lybster (>tton Manufacturing Company of
which Mir. MacKay was president, but he is
now the sole owner of the mills.

Mr. MacKay held for years the hono..ible
position of vice-president of the Ontario
Bank, but had to resign owing to increased
business cares. So highly was he estvemed
by the ather directors for his rare jîîdgment,
sagacity and business tact that at theirurgent
request he has acted on the board ever since
resigning the vice.presidency. He is also a
director of the London and Canadian Loan
and Ageny Company, a member of the
Board of Trade,and is identified with several
other enterprises. He is a Presbyterian and

an eder of Knox Church, Toronto. Mr.
MacKay's chief characteristics are an in.
donitable will, self-reliant disposition, and
cool and self.possessed business habits. In
his youth he was fond of pedestrian and
equestrian exercise like many other success-
ful men in various walk' of life, the best
antidote for driving away dull care and in-
vigorating the system. He is honored and
esteemed by all who have the pleasure of his
acquaintance and no name stands higher
am .,g Canada's commercial men for sterling
honesty and integrity than that of Donald
MacKay, a worthy specimen of a worthy
race.

During the half century that Mr. MacKay
bas b.een in business in this
country he bas seen many
changes in the wholesale
dry goods trade. Few, of
any, of his contemporaties,
are alive at the present day
and many houses that then
stood high in business cir-
cles are heard of no more.
lu all the commercial crises
that Canada has passed
through during that long
period Mr MarKay has
carefully and sucessfully
piloted the firm. When
film after firm succumbed
during that fateful year,
1857, Gordon & MacKay,

u4 like a sturdy oak, defied
the blasts of adversity that
swept over the country and
came safely out of the
crash. Ten years later the
t>usiness community was
again sut>jected to a terrific
strain, owing to the abro-
gation of the reciprocity
treaty with the States, and,
though many. firms again
went under, Mr. MacKay
kept his head cool and
brought his firm out of the
storn into the harbor of
refuge. And so it was dur.
ing the disastrous times of

1878-79. No better tribute
to Mr. MacKay's ability,

sagacity and foresight could be needed than
this. Mr. MacKay, being ratber of a retir-
ng disposition has not taken any prominent
part in public affairs, but what he does not
know about business is not worth knowing.e
His career bas been a most honorable one,
being signally marked by honesty, 'ntegrity,
and mndustry, and is worthy of emulation by
our young business men. It can truthfully
be said of him ,hat he is a man who believes
that strict integrity is the foundation of al
legitimate business success; who is honest,
not only from policy but from principle; whi
thinks first and deeply, and speaks last and
concisely; who keeps his hand on " to-day,"
but his eye on "tomorrow,'and works in the
present, while -crutinizing ihe future.


