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rTe iouo amxg ttdsi, ' tap,lii Iiiii% misi ,ilxcn.e tif
Ille wvoxue,, of tu .L% .. ,eliîwretd b) Mr%. Getlig-
I)ruti tîtoitl beftire tIlleN. 1\tt ,înal Coîttiil Of . stîxi ,l; t,

W oxtî ti, , in Iiiilntre.tl I j, a
Wo re g:tti to he .1t'le to relprodiîe il j,, fitl for the

beiielt uiti jl.ta.re ut ous rtieLrs.

'Y 0 ! O Ehxcelictîcieb, anit, laîdies atid eelcr-
ticîuîcu - i ni liipp> , iîîdeed, ta
%eLotid ilie tu. oiaf ticls pruposcd
b>) I lis Ex eIeu.>, (lut Gtlu er.ior-

Getieral, ta Ille speai crs af tItis cvetîig, for
tic inspiration ai thi r tiosi kind atid eîîc'tr-
agiiig '«ords. Iiiey hiave evideîîily leamiit tlîat
tule bletsecret ai 'ielp is encouragemenctt, nta
cr;tic.îssi, ual. cenî oott adv* -e, but tîme !.tiiivl-
lotis of caiifid 'ice aitd tjurov;il. Nat that, as a
Cotîtcil, %Nu deprecate criticisîii, nar rusetut it
shiaîld iî soniet ities be biatîîe. N'a, but jîlsi
crihicislîî w~il] lieip us-, ;atd uiikind or îsjJe
criticis,îi wvîll ntaitini us just ini proportioni
to IuI. faith Ilat is ini us, atnd iliat faiîil '«ill
tîcither faint iiiar faii îvhiie thue leaders ' our
nationi, iii Clitirchasid State, believe ini us. Anid
nio%, ai the close of tiais mîeetinîg, 1 wouid ask
permîissionî ta say .1 iew '«ords ta tiiose whii
doutbt, or vhio havî~e doubted, tlie worth, perliaps
eveji the wvortiie-ss, ai aur XViiîeis'. Couincil.

Tliree years hanvecgotie by silice the iniu:utr-
atiaiîo aIl icCoutîicil, atnd voit hmave 'icard ta-
nîigit the suninuîiitg utp ofi aur accotints for ite
tinie that is pasi. I-low do wve and tdais tiiove-
nient statnd ai tie close ai the accouit : As
everv tman shail. lie j.itdged accordiiig to lus
%va-És, so iet aur Cauzîcîl bc judged, auJ Ici aur
rigli; anîd aur tiigimt ai the enîd tif the accoutt
be aime .uid tue saine.

' v'l& have Iicard dit tult: Local Couticils
stucy ta inc as liest tlicy cati the miore pressing
tîeuds inti hir respective coîiintities. Tie.se
îîeeds v'arv iii eacii oLa.iliv, accordiig la size
-and age «aud othier coniditionis. But ilîcre are
certainu broader tîeeds. vhticli are found, tlit
lîcre ,-tiiere, liut iti ahtutasit evtcry place îvhere
hiii'ui beiîîgs forui tlictuischves irait, a socicty
ticre are ques;tiotîs wiiiciî force tlitwiiîselves laponx
aIlI tluiiking mieni. . watuictîi o dy social1
qutestions,' labor q1uestionîs ; hiard p«rohibetiîs,
ruiaty ai timeni -. o liard, tha~t «eary~ tiikers
could fintd il intu Ilr lîcarts ta sav, 'Tiiest
ulîiîgs are to liard for tas. Let uis liail ask.epi
.îiud '«ake %%-lien tit :iddles are solved.'

Ilutiîav %celai ta sotme af vait tli if thic:c
riddles are 10o liard for tiimet, ivotieu nzti nta
rittetuipi icîr soîlutîin, liait mîai; Weil lie caontenit
ta restricl tlicir attenution ta rlilenais of the
fauuîlily auJli tit home.

But W«C de.- lielieve tuai as lte isrl matIe
tif mien and w011IIu, 1,0 Inisi ils 1 îrohienis lie
met and ils scirmows leovx'yli the clanh'iimed
tîmauglit and acliti of iiuetu anJtitimeti%:9. WC
beievi: tliant No. l'irai iii il-, icalilv is the ti: thuai
bitids lis IlI ttogeiier, ihil auJ dlaiv, idli anid
poor, >'itsmr anid a itI t h ie woItuil '«luise
kumo'lcddgc and %vimpativ goneyr lievond litzr
owni, '«hi lias tut'ver reahIied livar smame i mc-
spouusibili:y la Uic «oirld iliat k iitit, is utifit
ta guide anld gîtard HIe faiiiiv and time huotme.

Il ii thiis l'cliuf, anud '«hlm the Cariies' de-
%art: ta o ti r pari, '«e lit: e tursivd our ai teti-
tiotu1 taauaio the graver dillicithticI. thiat liese
thmer siiial alla iltdusîIri.tl lue a to-l" and WCe

gm.îefuîlv mekîa'«Idgelu:îiai *-i all ur Ntudi'
-anîd etîdc:uvoti '«s- have hi;ud the s~uî a ndv u

co.operaîiou ahle and tItoil.huîiul faun:iu
It ias'i scevui Io %11illC aif VAn i at c« l'«onllit,

iuiessidet 1, '«e ilitai-i lime suiffratgc, cati exer-

cîse no autiîority and but litie iii-
flue uce in mat ters such as these. But

tPY\Q. 1 believe duit the woaa's influence,
even wlhen exerciscd only frontî with-
i, as greater aîîd more far-reaching

tiian she knows, and tmnt shec cati do nitich Miecn
riglhty inform cd ta preplare public opinion, to
suggest anîd ta entlorce the bestztnd wiscst social
measuires. And here let aie touch for a moment
an1 tic palitical question. 1 t is assuicd iii sorte
quarters that. as -t Caunicil wc arc pledged to
woman's suffrage. This is îlot SO, altliîugh
WCe have the hionour to nunîiber sornie advocates
oi waman ;s suffrage and a bociety for the paliti-
cal unt ratîchisemient of ývanien wvmJîin our ranks.
l3uk on dais point, as on ail others, tiiere is per-
fect liberty of opinion, and while party spirit
.and pktrty action are excluded by the funda-
mental principle ai our Couincil, ail parties are
represented within it, so that, from the conflict
of .. ffret inds, trutiî nîay be struck out fcr
aIl to follow. Wlîilst sanie of us believe tuait
woniana's ,tiffrage hiolds the potentiality afi muchi
good ta the woniei and the w~orid, others ask
that woain be trainied to work inw'ardly lapon
tue s-:. o i the time, railier tlian ilmat they
slîould enter the political arena. Ill whichever
wav wve make aur influience felt, we believe that
an1 the whole it will be a beneficial one, not be-
cause womieî are better thian nmen (oh ! ioolishi
Conîiparison !) but because, as 1 liave said, only
thîcir coibined judgnîent cani salvc the problenis
-if tlîis camiplex world, because, as a modern
thinkier and nian ai science lias said, ' The hople
af aur future civilisiation lies in thc development
im equal freedomn oi bath the masculine and
femlinîne i.lements in luie.'

IThe very fruits of whicli you .accuse us -as
tinfittingý us ta haold -'ny nicasure of political
power, ;art indices oi certain moral percepti Ïons
il, the wovuman's nature, wvhcli, ien our senise
of proportion lias been trained by e:<perience,
wvill sipplainent -and camiplete Uic ;udgiîîent of
the nman. 1 t ks said, for inistanice, îîaat il is onaly
Uic wszurdIy ienîinine nlind timat, in judging ai
-a nian's fitness for grecat public res1 ,azîibili tics,
would take inta «accoant )lus private lueé, and the
nianner iii wilîi lie discliarges the conîman-
place danîestic relatioins. Iln illustration, 1 nia)'
quate Il famîiliar- tale of tlîe mani and wviie xvi,,
were avrîaddiscussing the qualifications af
tlieir cook. The wife w.as assured af lier me-
spectablility anid unimpeacliable muoral cluaracter;
tlie liusbaxîd coîîtoinded lier nmoral :haracter,
ainI enquired if site cotuld caak bcans. The
story poinits tie laugh at the wvife, but tîme fact
is ti bath wc rig'lit as far a, -.Ily ivent, but
tlie wife %vas «ranf in stoppiag short ai tue
nîaraiity, tie liusbandj ai consideritîg oinly the
ctulinarv ilialificaîtionis. 1.1 necded tiath ta en-
%%Ire coampetency'. No :îmouîî111 o ai îoralily
wotulU Cook a1 g-ood dinner ; but, an tue other
hlid, thme Moral inaptitude mii.glt santie day
tilake anv dininer ai aIlI a ilatter ai uinccmtainty.
Sai 1 thiik that daîis fémniine censarship ai tie
private and daniustic virtucs serves ta bring
into clearur recognîitioni tie fact thiat , charatcter
is evei gzreater tinain intellect ' iii dcterl-iiigg
thie Pmagmess anid ultiniate standing tif thie indi
vidual and the nation, tliat as tie foulîdatiolî
ai aur prosperity must lie laid ina pure daicstic
life, inii ntegrity -ind in uprigliuness, so siiould
tîtese quîalities rank Iiiglîcsît iii aur estiniate ai
Ihic i«livi fi Ille liiulheNî posts iii the nation.

Il vota iiav licar it said tiat wonicin
void lie îedisîi h public affairs, that iii

Iieir clauîîaur for inîei,îeandirrccii
reiortîî ' thîey 'auid retard, rather tlaî liclp,

tuiai progres% î.'liiclh 11i11% lie lartigelv leit ta
1,Icicîc id imie. Truc, liant oi> cýpcruencc
cali te.icli tic solicrin- lessoiu af limitation, -as

iveli as thme lioapeful ane thiat the tendeiicy ai .11
tlîings is to progress and perfection. But la e~
also tiîat it is a spurious faith thai wvouid nu,1 u
îiîis generai tendency an excuse for lcss rt~t
and strentiaus effort on the part of tic i, i1.
viduai. Truc, also, tliat it is a culpabie la k
of iaiîli tuat wouid justify its poiicy ai naon xi-
terferetîce an tlie tlîeory ai the Ronman philo'.o.
plier, « àlcii wvill continue ta do tue sanle tiiiti.,
iliaugli %ve bu:-st,' o , iii modern phrase, on Ille
prînciple that ' eve:y mati lias a righit ta go 10
the devil if lie likes.' As no man lias tic rîglit
to do a %vrong, nor cati go ta the dcvii wvitiuî,uît
taking oatiers '«ith himi, so no man's effort ,,
leave tue wvorld betier tlinai lie faund it is wiiouîy
thrown avay uipo the w~orld.

"And s0 wvhat you may caîl aur faults ai
judgment are anly, as aIlI inuts are, time athler
side ai virtue or faulty as virtues carried ta
excess, îvhîch need but ta be temipered by e.x-
perience aîîd balanced by tue judgment ai Ille
man ta show tliei, riglit side ngain, and assert
tlueir true funactioti and cliaracter.

IlTMais theni is aur cantention-not for sua-
premacy of place -ind mule. No, '«c tender aur
îlîaîks ta that anonynuous mati Who, awakiug
ta this fact, has expressed it iti tlîe papular
forni af tîme toast, «'Woman, once aur supemior,
now aur equai.' For tue age of tîmat wvarsip,
îw'ien meii burnit itîcense ta aur clîarmis, was
aisa tîme trne ai aur deepcst degredatian. May
the days ai iliat ido!atmy tiever return.

IlNom do wvc ask for a vain and spuriotus
liberty, a liberty ilmat wvould î'ialate the most
tetnder atmd beautiful traditiotns ai aur '«onan-
hood, and set tas irce ta yield ail tuai tîakc uis
iîîost distinctiveiy ivanien.

- No, tic freedani tiîat wvc ask and tlîc dig-
nity iliat '«c seek are quite ather iliat timese, the
dignity of service, God's '- rvice «and tue world's,
and tic ireedoni taiuse and ta develop for tlmat
service in aIl ilcir pletuitude tliose varied giits
ai nîind a:md chamactcr ivlii:cli God lias given uis.

IlT,,-- days ai struggle and transition are
passing aNvay; Uic tinie ai seli-assertion, af
foolislî cantrast atîd campamisoti, ai '«orse titan
foolislî ecrinîiiinaiion, is rapidly eîmîrging inta
thmat fuller day, '«lien '«e sîmaîl aIl clearly under-
stand Oint, as the duai runs îliroughi ut niature,
ecdi ihitîg being but a lialf atîd suaggtesting
antioder thîing ta :îiake it %lîale, 50 is it witl
the nian a-id tlîc 'oman, îvho also iti tlîeir pur-
fect union art 'lie type aîîd expressioti ai tuit
unity wvnich is tîme ultiniate pritîciple tof aIlI
tliings.

And touziiiiig uapa. i thîis ivord ' unizy ' %ve
dn itideed strike utie Iccyziate ai aur Couticil,
thiat utîîty wvlichi is ilme pre.supposiîîon and the
goal af science, af philosoplîy, ai tlicology, is
also tlie ruhitig idea ai aur Couticil, and the
mlark towvards '«hidi it stîves;.

IlîîTitv of aini, transceîîdiig ail difféence tif
thiauglît and ai opinion!

IUtity ai standard, replaciîîg for ever that
divided ideal whilîi, iii praclaimnîtg pumity ta
the '«aman, but ta tie mani truth atnd hiatiur
and slreîigth, docs in effcct niake tic mnm hleýs
maly anîd the wotîîan iess %voaiaiily, atnd pr -,.'
il% fal;îtcy by caisinug hiall the sis ;uid tîîîscrîe:s
of lFe.

Uiiity af if ue Iiereby it shîaP tio langer l'e
fIisely divided iuta sccular and tel gious, lsacr,-J

aJprofane, but shall in ail ils partsbiîpr <

liv tic caînsciousness oi a Divitne purpase.
4A uity tmanscenciiîg aIlI difféeneuce, ctsi-

preiietinig IlI peoples, and nuations, ittii
tatiL'tes, *.!l wvhise infinite etîmbrace ai shali ti
lasi be il.arîîuouised and reconciled.

TMais ks tilt Coutîcil idea, hîis tue priticii"..'
thiat inspires it, and the enîd towards '«hici .1
sti.ives."


