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THE CHURCHMAN'S FRIEND.

the Churclt of Rome do not arise from any
doubt as to their meaning, Lut from ad-litions
which have been made to them, and which aro
mostly acknowledged to be drawn net from
Ioly Seripture, but from supposed *unwritten
traditions.” ' English Reformers proceeded
upon the principle of unhesitatingly rejecting
such traditions unless they are in entive accord-
ance with Holy Scriplure, and unless they are
proved to have existed in the very cailiest ages
of the Church.  And, to quole once more the
words of Bishop Kaye, ¢we in the present day
must tread in their footsteps and imitate their
moderation if we intead to combat our Ruman
Catholie adversaries with success.  We must be
careful that, in our anxiety to avoid ono ex-
treme, we run not into the other, by adopting
the extravagant language of those who, not con-
tent with aseribing a paramount authority to
the written word on all pointa pertaining to eter-
nal salvation, talk as if the Bible—and that, too,
the Bible in our English translation—1were, in-
dependently of all external aids and evidences,
suflicient to prove ils own .genuineness and in-
spiration, and to be its own interpreter.”

Rom.~Well, T wish that the actual belief of
you Protestants, or Anglican churchmen as you
call yourselves, were more in accordance with
the authoritative teaching of your church; for
then we should not be so puzzled to know what
you do believo.

Cler—~To that wish T can heartily say
"% Amen

Tho Church and the Wesleyans,
Wz are so often called upon to deplore the suc-
cessful efforts made to produce discord and divi-
sions among christians, that any sttempt to pro-
mote union among those who have been sepa-
rated is a cheering and encouraging sign. Even
«if it should fail, it is an ovidence of a christian
temper. s
It cannot be denied that the external difficul-
; ties in the way of such a reunion as is now
“ sought by infleential members of the Church of
Engiand are very great. God grant that they
«may nol prove insuperable! Wo say the ex-
- ternal Jiffieultics; because real doetrinal differ-
! ences, between the Church of England snd the
i mass of the Wesleyan Methodists, there ave none,
+ Of courso there are large numbers of them whom
| we do not believe to hold “the faith” in its in-

t

tegrity ; and so there are among the members of
the church. But thero is no positive dissent
from our creeds or liturry, no objection to wor-
ship in our churches, It was no doctrinal dif-
furence which has separated so many thousands
from tho conununion of the chureh; it is no
doetrinal difference which keops so many cartiest
and pious men scparate. Tt was John Wesley
who, uot many months before Lis death, ex-
horted his peoplo never to forsake the commu-
nien of the chureh, lest God should forsake
them; and those who call themselves by his
name would require, one would suppose, but
little persuasion to induco them to cuter ouce
more info active communion with that chureh,
of which it was Dis greatest joy to eall himselt
sn ordained minister. We eannot but think that
if the way were but made somewhat easy for
them, and especially for their ministers, there
are thousands who would hasten to do so. We
ave seen, we continually sce, Wesleyan com-
municants, Wesleyan Sunday-school teachers,
Wesleyan Sunday-school pupils, Wesleyan choir-
singers, in our churches; nay at some of our
country-stations the majority of our congrega-
tions is sometimes made up of Wesleyans. And
we know from actual intercourse with numbers
of Wesleyans whom we hionour and esteern, that
there is a strong and warm love for the church
of their fathers yet lingering in their hearts.
Will they refuse to become one with us again?
Will they, when wo are the first to hold out the
hand, and to entreat them to be reconciled for
Chuist’s sake, and for the souls of the perishing ?
When we acknowledge, as most cordially we do,
that the estrangement is, in & great measure, our
fault, and took its rise in the apathy, the dead-
ness, the lack of vital religion in the Church of
England during the cighteenth century?  Who
can doubt the vast impulse which would be
given to the cause of Christ and His pure reli-
gion, if Churchmen aid Wesleyans would again
Lecome one body animated by one mind, and
with united efforts labour in the service of their
common Master?

Ttho difficulties of such aTe-uniting would not
Le so great in Canada as they are in England;
for there can be no obstacles in the shape of “a
suspicion that in promoting union the Church
of England desires to obtain patronage, or tem-
poral influence.” But, on the other hand, the
unsettled state of our own internal affuirs must




