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ever we choose, even in the very city it
self.  ‘I'be change in this respeet is cer-
tainly very great, and it would be un-
gratetnl to deny 1t.

Formerly, our schools and our religi-
ous assemblies, although they were in
our awn private apartments, were liable
at any time to be intervapied.  Buing
unauthorized they were frregular, and
as such they were without the pale of
protection. But now we ecan open
schools and conzerrate chapels wherever
we please, and we ean, in case of ne es-
sity, clum the protceti(m of Govern-
ment.  Then all who wished to havere-
higious intescourse with ns, or receive
any kind of jnstruction from us, were
ahliwed to come all the way to Pera,
however great the distance, #nd to be
yeeeived into our own apavements, how
ever great the inconventence to ourselves
Now the kingdom of God is come mgh
nnto them,”” and we can meet them in
their own suburbs and in  their own
houses, and weean open both sehools
aud chapels in ther own villages.  1las
there been no advance inreligious ither-
ty?

1t is said that the Grand Charter of
1eliznious toleration in Turkey exists on-
Iy in e, and is victually o dead Jot-
ter. ‘Lo this itis suflicient to reply,
that before the hatti humayoun, there
were more eases of persecution reporeed
to ug every week than there are now
a whole year. Then, much of our time
and strength was taken up, and all our
wisdom and influence were employed,ta
our appropriate i sionary work.

Awain, it is said that the Turks are
ingincere in their professions for tolera-
tiem, and that it is only under foreign
pressure they ave ever Lrought to act in
favour of it.  But it would be much
more in acenrdance with truth to say,
that so fiur as Protestantism is cone2raed
it 18 unly under such pressure that they
have ever heen brought to neb against
it. There is, and there always bas been,
ton times—perhaps 1 shouldsuy a hun-
dred times—as wuch wfluence exerted
upon the Tarkish Government ngainst
liherty of canscience s has ever been
exerted iv favour of 1t “Uhese Armeni-
an and Greek and Catholic communi-
tieg ave themselves mighty, and they ex-
ert a wighty influence 5 and they areal-
witys exerting it ugainst each other, cach
endeavouring to culist the Tark on his
side. Now all these mighty communi-
fics united all their mighly energies to

appose Urotestuntism.  To seeure t'e
sword of Mohammed in their cause, they
epared neither bribes nor falsehoods's
and furthermore, they weve backed up
by the imfluences of the Greek and Rus.
sian and nearly or quite all the Papatl
Governments, through their representa-
tives—their ministers, consuls, dvago-
mans, and numerous attaches at the
Sublime Porte.

The influence, then, which was and
which still is exerted apon the Turkish
Government against religious hiberty is
wmuch m we powerful than ean well he
expressed  Bat, Llessed be Godf! there
is now anuther influence, the pressure of
which they begin to feel, and we most
devoutly pray that they may fiel it more
and more.  Whatever influence the Re-
presentatives of England and of other
Protestant  Governments have exerted
upon the ‘Turkish Government in finour
of Protestantism, has heen mainly in op-
position to other mighty influences of a
mast adverse character.  Whoaver has
read the Missionary Hervald for the iast
forty years must have seen, that in per-
baps ninety-nine cas«s aut of a hunidred
our persecations have come not from the
Turks. but from these corrupt Churches
—the Turks never of themselves showing
a disposition to maolest us, and being
drawn in toside with our persecutars
only when under this tervible outside
pressure, to which we have alluded.

Heretofore its prineipal use was tose-
cure us from the wmolestation o! these
corrapt Churches, but we have now be-
zun to testitsimportance with reference
to the Mohammedans themseives.  Only
a few years since, the headless bodies of
apostiates fromn the Mohammedan faith
might he seen <!lying in the streets of
the great city ; and for three dnys and
a half their hudies were not sufiered to
be putinto gyaves;™ and unless fight
from the country was possihle, nothing
better than this was ever expeeted. But
now, such apostates may be seen at all
hours of the day, walking these same
streets without any apparent danger,
urging the claims ot Christinnity even in
the very courts of the royal inosques, and
teaching and preaching in th  chapel,
and in the private airele, and s metimes
even iu the palaces of the great, that Je-
us Christ 1s Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.  And all this wouderful se-
curity is, under God, owing entirsly to
the hutti humayoun »’



