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cabe of Dcnmark would sconi to have been an exception to th)is.*
At a very early pýe-historic time it seoins to have heen covered
by forcsts of Scotch fir. Theso were destroyed, probably by a
great lire like tliat of Miramichi. The people perishied or were
driven frori the country, and were replaced by another race,
whiie the forcess grew up again, but -%ere now composed of oak.
Stili more recently the oak forosts -woro replaced by bcecb. The
stages of unrecorded human history connccted ia .-enmark with.
these, successive forests, are thus sumined up hy Steenstrup and
lUlorlot :-Il lst. A stone 2eriod, when the inhabitants w%-ere sir Jil-
sized men, brachykephalous or short-headcd, like the modern
Lapps, using stone iniplements, and subsisting by hunting; thon
the country, or a considerablo part of it, wvas covcred by forests of
Scotch fir (Pinus syflvestris). Qnd. A bronze p6riod, in which
ixuplemneuts of 'bronze as well as of stone were uscd, and tho skulls
of the people were larger and longer than in the pro vious period;
while the count.ry seenis to, have been covered with forests of oak
(Qaerciis roncrj. 3rd. An iron .period, *whicli lasted to, the
historie times, and in which beech tôrests replaced those of oak,."
Ail of these romains are greoiogically receut; and, except the
changes in the forestsi and of somne indigenous animiais in con-
sequence, and probably a slight elevation of some parts of
Penmark, no inaterial changes in organie or inorganic nature
have occurred.

The Danish antiquaries have attempted to calculate the ago of
the oldest of these doposits, by considerations based on the growth
of peat, and the succession of trocs; but these calculations are
obvio "usly unreliable. The flrst forest of pines would, when it
attained nmaturity, naturally ho destroyed, as usually happons in
Anieriea, by forest conflagrations, lIt miglit perish, in this way

nasngle sumûmer. The second growth which succeedcd would,
in Amorica, be birch, poplar, and simular trocs, which would form
a new and tail forest in haif a century; and in two or threo
centuries would probably be succeéded by a second permanent
forest, which in the presont case scems to have been of oak.
This would bo of longer continuance, and ivould, iudepondontly
of' human agency, only ho replaced by bechl, if, iu the course of
ages, the latter tree provcd itsclf more suitable to, tho soil,
climnato, and other conditions. l3oth oak and bcech are of slow

* lyolI, l'Antiquity of Man"1; Lubbock-, in :Nfat. Hist. Rovlew.
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