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"Yes! h elp me!1 Do help me
Bring imen and bring a lantern ; the
-ship has sprung-a-leak!"

1 hastened, and he added in a more
eager tone,

"Nake baste, 1 will try and hold it
tili you corne back."

I waited to hear no more, but hur-
ried on deck as soon as possible, and
returncd with a lantern and thre
mnen. I leaped down beside the boy,
.and coula scarcely believe the evidence
of my own senses. Three of the
timbers were coropletely worm-eaten.
to the very heart, and one of the outer
planks had been' broken, and would
burst in any moment the boy miglit
leave it, whose feet were braced
against the plank before him. Haif-
a-dozen littie jets of water were
streaaiing about him, and hie was wet
to the skia. I saw the plank must
burst the moment the sirain was re-
moved from it, so I made my mea
brace themselves against it before 1
lifted hlim Up. Z

Othier men werc called down with
Planks and spikes and adzes, and,
with much care and trouble, we final-
Iy succeedcd in stopping the leak and
averting, the danger. The plank
wbiclî had been stove ini was six feet
long by eiglit inches wide, and would
let in a streamn of water of that capac-
ity. lIt would have been beyond our
reacli long before we could have dis-
covcred it, and would have sunk us
in a very short tiine. I know it must
be where the iceberg struck us.

Ja ck Withcrs was taken to the
,cabin andë thiere he inanaged to tell
his story. Shortly after I put him, in
the hiold lie crawled forward, and
when lie became used to, tbe diin
glimmer that came through the dead-
ligbts, lie looked for a snug- place in
which to, lie, for his limbs were very
sore. le went to, sleep, and when lie
awoke he hecard a faint souad like
water streamingr through a small hole.
lie went to the open place la the
4argo and looked, .down, and was sure

that lie saw a sinaîl jet of water spring-
ing up through the bottoni of> the
ship. [ie leaped down, and, in a few
moments, fouind that the tiniber bad
givenl wlîolly away, and that the
stream was inercasing in Size. Hie
placed bis band upon the plank and
found it broken, and discovered that
the pressure of the water without was
forcing it inward. le had sense to
sec that if it gained an inch more it
must ail go and the ship ho lost, and
perhaps ail hands perish. And also
saw, that if lie coula kccp the broken
plank in its place lie miglit stop the
incomingr flood. So he. sat himself
upon it, and braced bis feet against
thc cask, and cailed for'help. But
lie Wcat too fi:away-so low down,
with sudl a mùass of cargo about bin,
that bis voice searcely readhed other
cars than, bis own. Some of the mon
heard him, but thought hoe was talk-
to hiniscîf, and there lie sat, with his
foot bracod; for four-and-twenty
hours, with the water spirting, ahl over
him, and drenching hlm to the very
skin. He liad several tinios thouglit
of going to, the hatdhway and callirig
for holp, but hie knew that the brokon
plank would be, forced in if ho left it,
for lie could feel it heave beneath
hiai. Ris limbs wcre racked, witb.
pain, but lie would not give up. I
asked if hoe should flot have givon up,
if I bad not corne to, time as I did.
Hfle ailswcrcd, that lie coula flot bave
dorie it while hie lad life in bini. Hie
said hoe thouglit not o? himiself ; ho
was ready to die; but ho would save
the rest if lio could-and ho bad
saved us, surcly saved us ail from a
wùtery grave.

The boy lav sick alniost uinto death;
but I nursed hiui with iny own bauds;
nursod lira tbrough ail bis1'dliriumn
and wbeni his reason returiiè*, and lie
coula sit up anId talk, 1 bo*éèi mysoif
before bum and humbly askcd bis
pardon for ail the wrong I had done
him. Hoe threw bis arms round may
neck, and told me if Iwouia be kind
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