
AN INCIDENT 0F TUE AMEIIAN WÀR.
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The affair to which we refer, under the above hieading, was one
of those local triumphls whicli never reacheda the pages of State or
National historýy. It was, howvever, one of tiiose littie advantages
gained by the Coufederate authorities, whiech encouragea thein in
the prosecution of flhe febelliou, for sucli we nmust now eaul it, and
led them, ultimately to that disastrous war wliich lias staiped its
impress for many yea.rs upon the country and its inha-î-bitants.
Ma.nï of our readers w'ill remember the taking of Fort Suxnpter by
Peauregard, and the astonding effect it prod.ucedl upon the South-
erm States. Such rejoicîngs, sucli interchianges of congratulation,
such boasting!1 None were louder iu their boasting than Governor
J-, wvho annoiinced to ail the world, at ail interested, that
cvery square foot of bis State was Il Sacredl soil," whichi could not,
under any circumstauces, tolerate the dictatorial tread of 'Yankee
footsteps, or flic domination of the Federal government. Unfortul-
nately, however, for this publie manifesto, the "lStars and Stripes"'
were quietly waving over a small arsenal or fort iu the immediate
neiglibourhoocl of the toivn, and before thie eyes of tlîe magnate
who liad issued this impor-tant announcemeut. Tlhis circuinstance
was, of course, at once pointcd ont, and lie magnanimoué;ly resolv-
ed that this blot upon their escutcheon should hc wiped out; the
naiserable Ilrag" of Yaukcedom sliould be lowered, and the foreigu-
ers sent home.

The arsenal in question -was situatedl upon a hill about a mile
and a haîf from the town, and -was garrisoued by a fcw United
states soldiers, under the comniand of a lieutenant. ïMore singular
stifl, tliis very garrison, of some forty or fifty soldiers, hiad been
sent, in answer to an earnest petition of the town authorities, to
act as a protection against an apprchieudeid rising of tire"igcs
about a ycar before. This insurrection among the iiegroes iiad not
occurredl, but iu place of it, a rising among their masters; and so
fiar from tixe garrison being wantcd now,as a protection ,thie trouble
was, how they could, most speedily ria tiîcmselves of it. The fe-ar
now was, that the biacks and the " nk"would imite and make
common, cause together. It was plain sometliing nust be donc,
.and doue speedily t I{ad any oue heen bold euoughi to hint that
their ow'n violence would precipitate, the emaiicipation of their
slaves, hoe wouid probably have been regarded as either a luuatic,or
a very dangerous citizen, and trcated accordingl1Y.

The Governor said something should bc done,and donc spediiy;
£-0 he invested Colonel Pufipouch with Pleuary powers t'O raise a


