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moment, and liad just beguin
edition of the narrative, -%vitIi a voice like
a field Préacher, wlien thé mail-stage drove
into the villagé atreet. It had travelled
ail niglt, anid must hacve shifted Itorses at
K!iballton at three in the morniing.

No w shl haial the partictilai's,"

The coach rurnbled up to the piazzo. of
the tavern, folloNied by a tliousand people;
for if any man bâd heen nihiding- bis own
bdainesè tiil then, lie now left it at sixes
and sevens to heàr the news. Tho pêdliar,
foremo*t in the race, discovered two pas-
sengers, both of «whom 'had been startled
from a comnfortable iiap to find themselves
in the centre of a* mxob. *Every man as-
sailing them with separate questions, al
propoided at once, the couple -%ere,
struck speeéhless, thougAi onc -%as a
lawyer and the other a young lady.

IlMr. Higginbothaii 1 Mr. Hîgginbot-
liam! Tell *us the particulars about old

Mr Hgginbotharn!" bavled the mob.
"What is the côroner'a verdict ? Arc

the xnurdexrérs apprehended? 1 a Mr.
Higgmboth amià* niece corne out of lier
fainting fits? 'Mr. Ii- ~nbotham! Mr.
Higginbotlian 1"

The coachman said not a -word, except
te swear awfuily at the ostler for flot
bringing him. a fresh teara of horsea.
'The ]awye inside had generally his wits
about him, oven when asleep. The firt
thing ho did, after ]earing.- the cause of
the 'excitèment, *as to produce a large
*red pocket-book. Meantime, I)omini*cus
Pike, béing àn extremely polite young
mran, suad also suspecting that a femnale
tongue 'woICi teil the story as glibly as a
lawyer's, liad ha nded the lady out of the
coach. She -waà a fine, srnart girl, now
-wide awa«ke'and brigli as abutton, d
.liad such à sweet,, pretty ino#th, 'that
1)omin*cus ;Would almoat as lief had

j heardl a love tale from, i as à. tale of mr
dcer.

"Gentlemen and ladies,»7 aaid the law-
:yer to the shopi-keepers, the mili-men,
ana the factory -girp,- ilI can assure you
that sone, unaccountable mhiatake, or more
*probable, a wiIfùl' falsehoo.d, rnaliciously
contrived te inure Mx. llg4enboîharii's
credi.t, las ezcited ilüs sigûldr uproar.
-We pase6d tÉrough KiiËbâ1ton nt t&re

o'clock. this nioi-ning, and niost certainly
should hiave been iniforîed of the marder,
liad ,any been. perpetriteéd. But I, have
proof nearly as' str-ong aa Mr. Higgin-
bothai's owix oral testiînony in thes nega-
tive. Here ia a note, i-elating to a suit
of bis in the Connecticut Courts, which
Nvas delivered mA from that gentleman
himsef. I find it dated nt ten o'clock
lat eveniug."

So saying, the lawyer exhibited the date
and signature of the note, which irrefrag-
ably proved, eitler that thia perverse
Mr. Higginbothami was alive when lie
wvrote it, or-as some deexned the more
probable case of two douibtful onesý-that
he -%vas se absorlbed in -mordiy business,
as to continue to transact it even after
has deatli. But unexpected evidence was
forthcoming. The young lady, after
listening to the pedlar's explanation,
mérely seized a !moment te, smooth lier
gown and put. her ourla in order, and
then appeared at the tavern door, making
a modest signal te be heard.

IlGood ýpeople,"' said she, IlI arn Mr.
Iiggý,in'botham's niece."

A wondering murmur passed tlirough
the crowd on beholing lier so rosy and
brigît, the ame unliappy niece whoma
they liad supposed,on the autlioritLy of tlie
~ParkWr' Falls Glazette, to be lying at
death's door in a fainting fit. But some
shxewd fellows lad douhte(l ail along
wlietlier a young lady would have been
quite, se deaperate at the longing of a
ricli old uncle.

IlYon see," continued Misa Hliggin-
botham, -with a amile, "lthat this strange
story is quite unfoundedl as te myself ;
and 1 believe 1 may affirm it to be equally
so ini regard to my dear uncle fligginbot-
ian., Mie lias tlié ]drdness te give me a

hèýin his own house, thougli I contrili-
ute te my own su pport by teaching *a
adhiool. 1Ile Kimbialiton tbis morng
te speni the' viàaaion of co mnénemient
week with a friand, about five iles frýom
Parker's EnlIa. My goanérous uncle, when
ha heard meon theastairs, callad me te
bis bedaide, and gave me two dollars snd
fifty cents to.pay rniy siage-fare, and an-
othar dollar fo r my ex*tla expenses. Ha
thon lâid hiaokt-oo under ispilw
shoiok hanadsxwith1 ni n aiie me te


