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Coundless Foui Brood Scare.

EVERAL partiesseeing something
in the journals in reference to foui
brood being in foundation, have
sent us samples and asked us to

a'arnine it and tell theni if there were
y foui brood germs in the founJation.

tee question very much if anybody could
teilith out testing it in the hive. It is
eless to send us comb foundation"arnPles for exanination, as our micros-

thPe ts not powerful enough to detect
Sgerns, and we think the danger is

'bF aginary than real. The toilowing

i th 1-. and E. H. Dewey, in an article
POjnt :.Ajerican Bee fournal is to the

80 .inch has been said about the foui brood
'n Italy and America, that me.ny will be

sa flOw that much of the talk is pure sen-

o T Avnerican Bee Journal has been the field

artore or lese discussion of the matter; one
V laen Particular, an extract, reporting pre-

tee o a very malignant type of the present
n Italy, oc:asioned an investigation. Wea le questions to the Italian exporter in

Sleg a, $Chas. Bianconcini, with a view of
the og the prevalence of the disease in Italy,

vi Of ttie reports regirding its ektmt and
the e 111 Jesi, the symptoms and evidences o
ed% sease, if they were unique, and the rem

-ich the Italians use.

Vina t "Hppily, in the district (Pro-
e n%) Of Bologna, and in ail this part of Italya eyar have had foul.brood ; so that all I can

(a·It it what I have read in aplstic books
8o ning bee-books) and in the bee-periodicals.
I say annot speak from my own experience, and

a in these conditions it is useless to
tr your questions, because I could only

ey te articles of bee.keepers' periodicals.
%d ite me from Jesi, that in that town,
4 svcinity, thev never had foul-brood, but
th eOuntry that is nct very far from Jesi,

àt, yeago some colonies had foul-brood
'oenerally, this disease is rare in Italy."

4fr it took three years for the story to reach
itati That last Eentence, ail the recent

%% ', especially to the north of us, notwitb-
die • describes the condition there-"this

Sa tens Of thousands who keep bees, how
e l1sver seen a case IiHow many also
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have been misled and mistaken. We once beard
of a case of foul-brood which was not contagions.
The honey from the dead colony had been fed.
ont, and not the sighest symptoms of the
trouble resulted "Was it foul-brood ?" "Cer-
tainly; there was the stench, noticeable a rod
away; the brooi was decayed, and the bees
dead." Tnis colony was not very strong.

Upon further inquiry it vas ascertained to
have cccurred during one of those wet, chilly
Springs of recent years, So the colony had,
dwindled, perhaps starved in the dampness and
cold in the sight of boney, and the brood de-
composed, producing an instance of putrified
brood, not fou'-brood-foul thongh it may have
been.

Far the sake of a little sensation, how much
suspicion, groundless anxiety, and, frequently,
deep injury, a report or an article that is simply
popular a-id stirring may caus. The same
taste for novelty and sensationalism has led
into unJue conspicuousness many slurs and,
suspicious aganst the honey industry, injurng
both producer and consumer.

In view of the fact that disquisitions have
been as emiphatic as if the pest were now epi-
demic, and since a man wtth an international
reputation at stake has opened to the centre one
of these airy nothings, flimsy but harmfui, is it
not time to give the right impression to the
public ?

The recent discussions that have brought ont
many valuable points, are for possible prevention,
and are not present heroic measures. If state-
ments are made, improperly qualified, they
become dangerous misleaders.

Who and how many have received injry from
foul-brood by the purchase of bees or queens, in
the past year? How many have met with hives
or apiaries infested with the pest ? If aIl re-
pirts are sifted, we warrant that a very small
numeral can stand for the answer to either ot
the questions.

Westfield, Mass.

The Malagasy Bee-" Apis Unicolor."

F we agree with those entomologists who cor-
sider that the honey-bee has wandered west-
ward from India and the East, spreading
northwards and southwards over Europe and

Africa, and owing to climate and isolation, ha&
slightly altered its habit and appearance in the
different regions where varieties are found, tben
the comparison of the English (Apis mellifica)
with the Malagasy bee (Apis Unicolor) presente
special interest, for in then we can see in what
way, and to how great an ex-ent, the two oppo-


