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The Number' of Eggs a Hen wIil Lay
per Year.

H ERE is occasionally seen an old
tinie account of an investigation
made, covering an unlimited tine,

to discover the pro ratio of eggs a hen
will gix e in the first -four years of lier
life, and what she can accomplish after
that period. Soie celebrated natura-
list made the discovery (?) .that a lien
will lay 20 eggs the brst vear, 120 the
Second, 135 the third and 144 the fourth,
and atter that decrease ; but wc are not
informed as to the backward gradation.
In nercy perhaps it was withlield from
us. Now we arè always pleased wlen
a great mian condescends to graft his
powctrs on the hen-tree, but- we are
afraid that iii this instance they did not
co iunigle satisfacturil\, the tree was too
muc b tor the iraft we e.\pect. There
mi .e cases where a lien will lav a
gix n nunber as stated. B 4ut any es,-
perîented breeders can "6loor" him as to
it ,eing a general thing. Thanks to
incr(i sed pouliry nterest and higher
culiteiL we can get 144 eggs per year
long cfore the four years are due, as
stated by the specialist. and we can
keep up to 144 per year till after that
period too ; tho not too often we admit,
as we do not ofien keep the hens long
enouigh to pro\ e their powers after the
four ears. Some twelve vears ago we
were given as a legacy a three vear old
Black Hanburg lien. that lad been a
pet lard. we kept lier four \ears after
that. and even to the last day of lier life
she nxas a splendid layer. Slhe didn't
die she was killed by accident, as Pat
would sav, or she would never have been
killed then for her decrease in laving
powers. We havg now an old Plymouth
Rock pet bird that is seven years old
this spring and an everlastng layer ; as
good as ever at present.: besides others
that have cone under our personal ob-
servation. There is no certainty as to
what any hen will do in the iatter of
egg prdduction, and certainly there is no
decided number for her to lay prédestin-
atelv, in the flrst, or anv other year of
her age. It is largely theory that pre-
sents to us these facts (?) and only a
practical knowledge of what is possible
can avail anyone in refuti'ng theni. An
early latched Leghorn, Wyandotte, or
Plvmouth Rock pullet will lay more
likelV 50 eggs the first year than 20. We
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are not disposed to regard excessive egg
producing stories with too mucli confi-
nence either; the experienced poultry-
pian will know where to draw the line
between truth and the stricture that is
applied to it in cases of egg and fislh
stories. Still unreasonable accounts of
arything relating to the powers of poul.
try stock, do much harm to the cause.
We are now reaping the reward of ser-
eral extravagant booms that have been
taking place the last three years, but it
will find- its level and the business will
rest on a more solid foundation. Booms
in the poultry business, which have a
tendency to and do create false estiniates
of its profit, and character generally do
much harni to this industry, as false and
fictitious values in land act to the detri-
ment of a countr iill the exciteiment is
over and a business lke life takes its
place.

White Faced Black Spanish.

. UR illustration represents an old-
time favorite variety. As the nane
implies, the plumage is black
throughout. Any foreign colored

feathers found in a specimen disqualifies
the bird, that is, rule it out of compe-
tition in the show pen.

It is within our menory that the
Black Spanish fowls were a hardy, vigor-
ous breed. But a great deal of value
in late years has been placed on the
white face, in tact so much, as to great ly
destroy the vigur and fecundity of the
race. For, to obtain this white face,
inbreeding to a destructive degree has
been resorted to. The consequence is,
that public opinion is-against them,
because of 'the lackçof hardihood that
has become their heistage.

This variety lays the largest white
egg of any breed, and used to be noted
for.good laying power, aPd still where
common sense guides the breeder we
can'find large stocks of hardy, hani-
some birds, but they are not typical
show birds at this date. Personally we
fail to see any added beauty in the ex.
tension of the white face to such ex-
tremues as it is now seen. 0f late there
has been a falling off even in show stock
as to numbers; but these showy birds
stiH have their admirers, and no.kbubt
when some of the« new booms are over
we shall find one or two old fanciers


