‘the retributive fairies of worry.and vexa-

NORTHERN MESSENGER. -

forward;: sensible. way. * Hold firm reins.
Don’t jerk and" twitch and flap and fuss.
Don’t putter.  Forif youdo, then in stern’
reality, and no longer in ridiculous fable,

tion and dissppointment and- impatience
and wasted time and strength and reputa-
tion will harness your soul to the tasks you
should have ridden upon, and you will be
driven . unmercifully by the : very powers
you were made to drive. ~

‘ There is a beautiful word,. which every
one- who' aspires to the high title of
** worker” must manage in some way to
get into the vocabulary of his life. That
word .is ‘‘alert.” What a picture flashes
into our minds when wesayit | ** Alert,”
—bright eyes, quickly moving asthe Greeks
loved to see them ; body in nice equipoise
ready for prompt obedience ; motions deli-
cate, exact,.and swift ; specch clear-cut,
quiet, and stendy. That word ‘‘alert” is
the poetical form of our American adjec-
tive," business-like,” the opposite of *‘put-
tering.” .

A straight line, your geometries tell you,
is the shortest path between two points.
The same definition fits the word **alert,”
the word ‘*business-like.” It means tak-
ing the shortest and easiest way to your
goal. s it mastery of a newspaper? You
may putter over it an hour, or by alert
skimming along headlines and coarse type
you may get the very marrow out of that
newspaper in ten minutes, [s it writing
an essay ¥ You may putter over pen and
paper for days, or, by alert watching of
your mind and your reading, prompt jot-
ting down of ideas, energetic blocking out
of the essay, you may do it much better in
one-fourth the time. Lazy folks, putter-
ing folks, take the most pains, while the;
think they are taking the least.

The King's business requireth haste.
And this is one good reason why Christ’s
yoke is easy, because he teaches usto carry
16 with business-like alertness, There is a
best way to do everything. - That is also
Christ’s way, the easiest and shortest. The
night cometh, when no man can. work.
Do not procrastinate. Do not putter.

——
KITTY'S RACE.. -

A feeling of gloom hung over the stable.
0ld John Pratt was silent andmoody ; Bill,
the hostler, looked sad; and the face of Jim,
the colored boy, seemed blacker than ever:

It was in the midst of our races,—one of
those events which call together thousands
of people to witness them.

This unnatural gloom and silence at this
particular part of the.stables, —a part
usually theliveliest of all,—seemed strange.

Something unusal must have happened !
Perhaps Jack had lost an ‘important race ;
but that could not produce such an effect, —
for during his long careerasa driver he had
lost many.

One stall, bearing the name of Kitty on
its door, was closed and locked. This was
unusual, for Kitty was the favorite and pet
of the stables. The men cast-oceasional
sorrowful glances at the closed door and
turned away sadly. .

John Pratt had from boyhood been
among horses ; had at an early age learned
to drive them ; and when he grew to man-.
hood he made it his business to train them
and drive themin races,— some for himself
but mostly for others. John had a great
heart, and was kind to his horses and was
a very successful driver. He had grown
gray in his calling. - ,

He sat in the twilight with his chair
tipped back against the stable, thinking,—
thinking of the events of the day that had
passed. .

Kitty had been entered in one of the
races. John had felt confident that she
would win it, for he knew every one of her
competitors, and was sure she would be
able to out-trot them all. She was har-
nessed to her light racing sulky fifteen min-
utes before the time for the starting of the
race, and John proudly gave her ‘*a spin
around the ring,” as he called it. Kitty
was his favorite horse. He owned her him-
self. Asshe sped down the homestretch,
front of the grand stand, a murmur of ad-
miration ran through the crowd, making
sweet music to John, ,

The other horses were soon out, and the

‘gotten, - C o

sued, during

which tli‘é hors’éél\'vé’r‘;s blnnk-
eted and led'about by-their hostlers, '/

Then"the “broken’. harness was repaired;
and’ they were ready once. more, 1
mounted his sulky, patted Kitty gently‘on
the flank, and ‘drove toward. tlie startifig
point. - As he patted Kitty she'turned her:
head around -toward him, as’ if in ackniow:’
ledgment -of his kindness, but in her:éyes
John noticed .n peculiar beseeching ldok,
which haunted him:for.some mi_hut;_éé‘bu_b

in the excitement of the race was soon.fo

They were- ‘‘given -the word ”.
next trial, and away they wentina'b
Kitty was well back in the start, but John-
did not mind this,—~he knew shé could
** outfoot ’ ‘them all. " Gradually she drew
up on the leader, then she was at his wheel.
Along they went at a terrific rate around
the Inst turn into the home-stretch, ~ John
felt that he had the race, and was prepar-
ing to let Kitty out, when to his surprise,
she slickened her pace and threw her head
into the air ; this was not like Kitty, for
she had been in many races and knew as
much about racing as John himself.

The leader drew away from her; the
third horse passed her; then the fourth,
and poor Kitty wentslowly under the wire
last of all. Cries of fraud arose from the
spectators, who thought John was holding
her back. 'When she slackened her speed
John *‘let her have her head,” knowing
that something was wrong. With an effoit
she pussed the judges’ stand and slowly be-
yond ; but when John turned her prepara-
tory to returning to the judges' stand,
Kitty fell to the ground. :

She never moved after she fell. John,
jumping from the sulky, ran to her head,
and saw in her almost human eyes the-same
mournful beseeching look he had noticed
before the race.. In afew minutes she was
dead, —of heart disease, they said. -

At first John could not believe that Kitty
was. dead, but when he realized the fact
tears came into his eyes and he turned
away to hide them. -The crowd dispersed,
and the body of poor, honest, gentle Kitty
was carried to the stable and deposited in
her stall and the door was locked.

Thiswas the incident that occupied Jack’s
thoughts as he sat’there iin the twilight.
Kitty. was dead:! She would never race
again| oo -

Wearied by the" éxcitement of the day,
John nodded—his" head sank upon his
breast. He feel asleep, and thisis what he
dreamed :— N .

- It seemed to him that he was sitting in
Kitty's stall’and that Kitty put her nose so
close to his -cheek that he could feel her
warm breath, and said,—

**Don’t you know me, Jack ? Iam bet-
ter off than. I was before, for I can talk to
you now. You have always been kind to
me, Jack, and I want to thank you. . We
were great friends weren’t we, Jack 7 My
mother told me how good and kind you
were to her. I have always served you
faithfully, Jack. I never refused to do
anything you asked, Jack. I always did
the best I could, Jack.” And then she
rubbed her nose gently up and down his
check. *‘I was sick when the boys were
hitching me up to-day, but I couldn’t tell
you. It wasn’t your fault, Jack, I know
that. Be as good and kind to all my old
friends and companions as you have been
to me, won't you, Juck? If they could
only talk as.I can now, they could tell you
how they feel. But they must race whether
they feel well .or not.. Good-by, Jack,
good-by.” S S

The next morning John was at the sta-
ble early, with a calm, serious face, and
gave directions for the disposal of Kitty's
body. After it had been buried, he called
Bill and the colored boy Jim and said,—

**Boys, .I've drove iy last race. I've
drove my last race, boys. I've drove my
last race.” : - g

Johnspoke truly, for never after that
would money tempt him to take part in
another horse race.—Wm. E. Whitein Our
Dumb Animals. .

s et smmee. "
A GOOD SUGGESTION.

‘We rond of a Christian Endeavor Society.
that has formed a band of **First Gebters-
up.” It is composed ofthose who have.
agreed to try and be the first to speak.at

John [~ S s 1
. In nearly all Sunday-schools, however | ..
.much their ofder of service may vary, there
is'alittle tithe given to the superintendent,

‘THE TEN MINUTES AFTER “THE

- LESSON, - |
'Y BY THE REV.  JOHN BRITTAN CLARK.

which he is expected  to use in-behalf of
the lesson, - This time averages about ten

‘or fifteen minutes, and is usually placed

between the close of the lesson by the
teachers and tho dismissal exercises: How

/| best to emplay.these moments is the ques-

tion ' that” perplexes the superintendent
from Sunday to Sunduy. .

"~ Above all things, do not waste them.
After the bell has'ealled the school to oxder,
and all are ready, is no time for the super-
intendent toleave the platform for the pur-
pose of conferring with some officer; nor
ig'it the .proper time to consult with the
chorister, or enter into a hurried examina-

tion of the hymn-book. Any matter re- |D

quiring attention should be previously
attended to, while the school is otherwise
engaged than in idle waiting for the super-
intendent. Tt is a imost common occur-
rence to have some of the ten minutes after
the Jesson lost in this manner, and their
loss is sure to cause further waste of time
in regaining attention and order.

Review the lesson. Devote these ten
minutes strictly to reviewing, which is en-
tirely distinet from re-teaching.. When in
day-schools a4 re-view is announced, it is
understood that the exercise will consist
in simply eliciting from the scholars what
has previously been taught. The re-view
of the Sunday-school lesson should be of
the same nature as the re-view of the
every-daylesson. The conditions of thefirst
pirt of the afternoon should in these ten
minutes be entirely reversed, the school
becoming teacher; and the superintendent
or reviewer an eager, questioning scholar,
One of the most successful reviews I ever
heard was so conducted. The speaker
started out at once by saying that he in-
tended asking questions, and intended to.
do it as rapidly as he could. He wanted
any one to answer; it made no matter
whether the answer was right or wrong,
Then he began a fire of brief, clear ques-
tions’: *“Whom are we meeting in the les-
son? What did he do?  Where did hego 7"
As he asked the questions he kept pointing
rapidly in different directions, and throw-
ing in “Quick! quick!” No question
wenb unanswered or waited an answer, If
no answer came instantly, he answered
himself, and at once said, ¢ That was what
he said. What did he say?” The whole
school was actually lashed, by the rapid
energy of .the questioning, into an eager
excitement to auswer. If an-important
answer was given, he would raise his hand
high up, in plain sight, and, clearly giving
the answer, ask the entire school to watch
his hand, and repeat the answer. when his
hand came down. Of course, the uplifted
hand and its expected fall got the atten-
tion, while the answer, emphasized by a
united answer, impresseditself. The entire
lesson was covered, and the two or three
chief facts elicited driven home by con-
certed answers, within ten minutes.

It should be the aim of every superinten-
dent to study how to vary this review
exercise. New fuces are attractive, how-
ever pleasant to the school his own face
may be. New voicesare interesting. The
great thing is for superintendents to appre-
ciate the importance -of these ten minutes
after the lesson, and for them to realize
that a proper use of them requires careful
antecedent preparation. The superinten-
dent, as he uses these ten minutes, cin
ruin utterly, or he can aid most materially,
the efforts of his teachers.—Sunday-School
Times.
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SCHOLARS' NOTES.
(Frdm. I’Vcstmiﬁstcr Question Book.)
¢ LESSON XIL—JUNE1, 1802,
REVIEW.—PSALMS & DANIEL.

GOLDEN TEXT.

“The_gecret of the Lord is with thom that fear
him."—Psalm25: 14, . - '

HOME READINGS.
‘M. Psalms 1, 2, 10,—Lessons I., IV, TIL

' LESSON XIL-JUNEZ5, 1892 ©,:"
' . MESSIAH'S REIGN.—DSALM 72:1:19, ©
{Quarterly Misﬁqpary.}[;esgon,) .
" COMMIT TO MEMOEY vs, 7,8, . .. °
- ) . ‘GOLDEN TEXT. = " .~ "0
- *.All kings shall fall down before him all na-
tions shall sorve llin\.’fA-»Psnln172:11. S
I "HOME READINGS, )
M.. Psalm 72:1-20.—Messiah’sReign. . -
T. Zech.: 9:9-17.—*Behold, Thy King Cometh,
. Unto Thee,” - - o .
w. Mical"x[‘ %‘ :1-8.~*The Lord Shall Reign Over.

ce. N .

Th. Jer. 33:14.26.—“The Branch of Righteous-
- ness,” : S

F. Isainh 32:1-8.~A King Shall Reign in Right-

epusness. : S

S, Isaiah’12:1-6.—Jchovah M?' Salvation, :

. Psalm 149:1-9.—* Let the Children of Zion be
Joyful in their King.” -

LESSON ‘PLAN.

.1. A Reign of Righteousness. vs. 1-5. .
II1. A Reign of Blessing, vs, 6-14,
IIX. A Reign of Glory. vs. 15-19,

Ti1ME.—Probably about B.C. 1015; soon after
Solop(;on succeeded to the throne of his father
VId. . .

PLACE~Written in Jerusalem, by Solomon.

OPENING WORDS. -

This Psalm was probably written by Solomon
soon after he was established on the throne of
his fathcr David. By common consent of the
most eminent expositors, Messinh is the king of
whom it treats, It it refers to Solomon and his
reign, it does so only in so far as they tvere types
ofthe person and kingdom of * David's greater-
Son.” "Verse 20°is no part of this Psalm, but a
postscript to the seccond book of the Psalms, of
which this is the last. Our lesSon hymn is a
beautiful paraphrase of the Psalin.

HELPS IN STUDYING.

1. Thyjudgments—right to rcign and authority
to execute judgment and justice. Matt. 11:27;
28:18; John 5:22, 27, King....king's son—Solo-
mon._was both King and king’s son ; so also is
our Lord. 3. By righteousness--as tho fruit of
righteous government, 4. Judgethe poor-shall
vindicate the oppressed and punish the proud
and injurious, .. Throughout all gencrations—
his kingdom is to, be everlasting, 6. He shall
come down like rain—by the gracious influences
of his Holy Spirit, refreshing the souls of his
people. . 8. From seato sea—Messinh’s kingdom
is to be of universal extent. 9. Bow—receive
and xeverence him ag their Lord, Lick the dust
--be_reduced to tho most abject submission,
10. Zarshish-—in the south of Spain,  Sheba—in
southern Arabia, Seba—Meroe,in Africa, ‘These
plnces werenoted for their wealth and commeree,
The remotest and wenlthiest nations shall ac-
knowledge him. 11. Al kings....all nations—
allshall adore and serve him, all shall exalt and
honor him. Isa. 45:23-25; Rom. 14:11; Phil.
2:9-11. 12, He shall- deliver the meedy—who
would not fear and reverence and love go good a
king, who makes the ncedy, the poor, and him
that hath no helper_his peculiar care? 15, He
shall.liye—Revised, Version, they shall live,”
Praycer also shall be made for him-—that his
kingdom may coms and_his name be glorified.
16, Huandful—Revised Version, “abundance,”
Shake like Lebanon—waving in the wind in its
luxuriant growth, like the forests of Lcbanon,
The spiritual blessings of Messiah’s reign are set
forth_under this figure of abundant fruitage.
The_barren lives and desert hearts: that now
yield no fruit to God shall in that day produce
a matchless harvest. 19. Let the whole earth be
Jilled with his glory—to this prophetic prayer of
iolomon‘ let every heart respond, Amen, and
men.

w

QUESTIONS.

INTRODUCTORY.—What is the title of this les-
son? GoldenText? LessonPlan? Time? Place?
Memory verses?

I. A RRIGN OF RIGITEQUSNESS, V8. 1-5.—With
what prayer does this Psalm begin? Who is
meant by the king, and the king's son.? How is
Messiah both king and Eing'sson? What is said
of himinIsa, 9:7, and 11:47 How shall he judge
the pcople? Meceaning of verses3and 4?2 Whom
docs the Psalmist now address? v.5. What is
writben in Psalm 89:35-372

II, A REIGN oF BLESSING. vs. 6-14.—How does
the Psalmist describe the blessings of Messiah's
reign 2 _What shall be the effect of this gentle,
refreshing and fertilizing influence 2 Whatshall
be the extent of Messinh’s lominion? - Who shall
bow before him? Who shall bring their gifts?
‘What: further is foretold of Messinh's kingdom ?
v 12-14. Whatis written in Isa, 60:17227

IITI. A REIGN OF GLORrY, vs, 15-19.-—What is

redicted in verse15? Ixplain verse 16, How

ong shall Messiah’s name cndure? ‘What shall
all nations call him? What ascription of praiso
closes the Psalm? What should we respond to
this doxology ? What should we pray for in the
sccond petition? | . :
PRACTICAL LESSONS LFARNED.

1, Messiah’s reign will bean everlasting reign ;
of his dominion there shall be no end.

2, It will be a universal reign ; all nations shall
serve him,

3. It will be o peaccful reign ; Messiah is the
Prince of Peace, .

4. It will be a beneficent reign—securing price-
less blessings to all.

5, It will be o glorious reign; the wholo enarth
shall be filled with his glory.

REVIEW QUESTIONS,

1. Who'is Messiah the king? Ans. Tho Lord
Jesus Christ, our Saviour.’ .

2. What is the charncter of Messiah's reign?
Ans, It is o reign of righteousness, of blessing
and of glory, ~

'3, What is to be the extent of Messiah’s king-
dom? - Ans. He shall have dominion from sen to
scn.“und~£ron1 the river unto tho onds of .the
carth.

4. How Jong shall his kingdom last? Ans, His

. s s . Rl _ g < |kingdomis rerlasting kingd i
tiresome attempts to get a fair start began. | the devotional meeting. Theéyoung pedple T Tenlms gi: HE _{‘fseggggg%iy", . not pass nway. . - ting kingdom, which shall
After trying seven timies an accident | have thus ordained that the best ;part of | 'Th. Danicl 1: 1-2L.—Lesson VIIL 5, What.is our duty with regard to Messinh's
happened to the harness of one of the|the medting shall be at the opening, not £ Pon o1 %3040, Lesson IX. reign? Ans, Wo should honor him as our King,
horses, and a'delay of several minutes en- | near the close. ) <+ |8 Daniol 6: 198 —Yosson X1 pndlivoand give for his couse, and pray that
) 1 \y E : . S » Daniel 6:1-28,—Lesson XT. the whole earth may be filled with his glory.
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