THIE CATHOLIC,

i dwa of theiv synods, The synod of Pouiers, -
hehl AL DL 1360 has the following words:

““I'he bread eftho Lord’s Supper ought to bej
shininistered to those who cannot drink wiune, upon
their making o protestation that it is not out of con-

tempt, whew they also obiviate all scandal, by bring-
ing the Cup asnear to theiv mouth «s they pos-

<ibly can.” Synod of Poiticrs, chap. 12, Article
.th of the Lord’s Supper.

"The same was again approved and confirmed by
tiie Synod Ia Rochelle, A. D. 1671,

After all T have said, dear sir, you will conceive
1hat Caholies are not guilty of superstition, in be-
lieving us they do,on the subject of the Lord's
Nupper and the Mass,

Phey are compelled to believe so, by the com-
tined weight of heavenly aud cavthly authority
which overrules the dictates and judgment of our
corrupted senses, and of our weak and Yimited
reason; and to all the arguments of human roas-
on, or, if you choose, philosophy, we answer with
St Panl. “Our faith does not stand on the wisdom
i man, but on the power of God.” 1 Cor. ii. 5.

I must confess, that I amless surprised to see a
person [with the Socinians] rejecting all mysteries,
fan to sce him admit ane and reject another, though
the latter is perhaps more clearly expressed in the
written word than the former.,

Although T detest the impiety of the Socinian,
v¢t 1 cannotbut acknowledge his consistency; and
should Fever have the misfortune (which God in
his tender merey forbid) to forsake the uncrring
suide which now averawes and silences my reason
‘into periect submission, and should I ever become
so much blinded by a more thian diabolical pride,
&ito make my limited and corrupted reason the
sole arbiter of my faith, I think it would suggest to
me the rejectian of all mysteries, of every thing
Hicumprehensible to that reason, and thus lead me
4t onceo into the paths of Socinianism, The same
regson that would suggest to me the absurdity of
vating the flesh of Christ, would likewise suggost
the absurdity of three distinct personsinthe divinity,
which isesseutially one:

If you cast your cyes around you, (without tiav-
<1ltuz many miles from home,) do you not sce,in
Yhany respectable members of society, the deplor-

bl consequences of trusting to the light ofreason,
+nd refusing submission to unerring authority.
I75 you not perceive in many of those whose rtason
has been developed by a liberal cducation, a per-

‘ect Indifference (ifnot a kind of contempt) for
the mysteries ingeneral, and even in parlicular for
those very mysteries, which by all societiésare con—
sidered the fundamental principles of Christianity.
In proportion as the powers of their undersfandil;g
have been iinproved, they scemto have acquired a
Jreater right to set up their reason as a Judge over
she divine mysteries, and thus to abuse thie noblest
giftof God t0 purposcs of impiety,

‘The whole system of the Christian religion, the
Suratest of all the works of God, one and indivisi-
ble. must be believed in the whole and in alb- its
Pk, neither docs it requise loss implety to re-
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¢ learly acknowledged by the Calvanists of France, 1'ject ono part of that divine system, known to bej eving, he sent twelve thousard drachms of silver to

revealed by Jesus Christ, than to reject the wholc.; Jerusalem, for sacrilico td beoffered for the sims
Now sir, from what you sce before your eyes, I, of the dead, thinking well and religiously concein

mean {he rejection, both in principlc and practice,’ ing the resurrection:—it is, therefore, a Loly and
of s0 many mysteries, by those wno are more en-'. wholesome thought to pray for the dead, that they
lightened thaw tha rest of their neighbours ; and may be loosed from sins, ”” 2 Macchab. xii, 43=#
this is only n natural conscquence of making limited - 46, Tknow dear sir, that your reformation rejects
reason {he arbiter of fuith ; from what you scoiow  the Maccabees, but-you will permit me to abserve

long do you suppose, witl it be until faith will be, that this rejection, made by medern reformers, it
entirely extinct 2 Will the present generation of bear no weight, when made in opposition to a)

children, aflelr coming te the age of maturity, re-" antiquity, in opposition to the universal Church, the

romber that theirparents were Christians T Will only one extant atthe time of the pretended refor -
the next gencration oven enjoy the benefit of bap-! mation,

tism? Iam acquaiuted with many youths of boih“ In the earliest ages of Christianity we find the
sexes who, although born of protestaut pavents nc-l holy fathers quoting the Maccabees as well as ¢-
verreceived the bonefitof baptism.  Why so 2 Be-! ther seriptures.  Witness St, Clement of Alexan-
cause their protestant parents. guided by the light''dria, Lib. 6 Stromat ; Origen Lab.2, de Principi*
of reason, could not sce into the necessity ofbap-)-is, cep. 1. ; St. Cyprian Lib. excrlationz Martyri,
tism, and thus probably judged it anidle ceremo-\!Sh. Jerom. cap, 23, Jeia; St. Augustine lib. & d+
ny. Thusis the child’s cternal fato left to rest'l Civitate Dei, cap. 36:  St. Jsidore Ilispalensits
on the private opinions of their parent, and thus |isays, *“ the books of the Mucchabees, although sep-
is the eternal fate of theusands of children left to] arated by the Hebrews as aprocrypha, are by tho
rest oa the private opinions of their pavents on reli-. Church of Christ honoured and proclaimed as  dj-
ivine books.” Lib.6. The general Couucil of

gious mysteries, as if our mereiful God had left us!

in a state of uncerlainty in those mallers princi-
pally, in which certainty is absolutely necessary.

After this digression; which a sincerc zeal for
the salvation of souls-has occasioned, Ishall con-
tinue to explain a fesw ~emainingarticles of catho-
lic faith. Having explrined the Catholic doc-
trine of the Mass, this leads me tothe catbolic doc-
trine of

PRAYERS FORTHE DEAD,
AND
PURGATORY.

Whit' g induced the gentlemen of the preten-

ed reformation,to discard purgatory from their crecd

and renounce the praetice of praying for the decea- i

sed, I am ata loss to know. To any men ofinfor-

mation, it must be notorious, that the belief and the,

practice are older than Christianity, are almost uni-
vessal, and far from beihg impervious to human
reason must, upon a candit examination, mect the
approbation of reason.

The Catholic Church, the supreme tribunal of

out faith, teaches, that < thereisa Purgatory, a:

placcof temporat punishment after death ; and that
the sonds therein detained, are helped by the pray-
ers of the faithful, and especially by the holy sac-
rifice of tho Mase.” Councit Trident. Sess. 25.
Decret. de Purg, This decree of the: Church in
general council met, is sufitient fora Catholic, to
regulate his faith on the present subject, and con-
vince him more forcibly of the existence of 2 Pur-
gatory, aml of the uscfulness of prayersfor the dead
thanall the arguments drawa  from seripture, or
{from reason. Stillitisa satisfaction toa Catholic

“I'rent, Scss. 4, declares the two Macchabees to be
L divine books.
| Butl will suppose the above passage from fhe
' Macchabees to bear no weight; the belief of a mid-
dle state issupported by many otber texts of the
i old and new testaments.
l < ‘Thou also by the blood of thy testament, hast
, sent forth thy prisonersout of the pif, whercin is T
water.”  Zach.ix. 11, :

That pit cannot be hell, as out of kell {hereds
‘no redemption.  Consequently it mud bea plafe
of temporal punishment, from which redempGon is
.had by the bleod of the testament,

¢« Every man’s work shall be made manifost ; br
theday «fthe Lord shall declare it, because it shail
_be revealed by fire 5 and tbe five shall &ry wtery
man’s work, of what sort it is. If any man’s work
.abide,which hehas buiit thereupon, he shall receive
areward. Ifany man’s work burn he shall sufs
ferloss ; but he himscif shall be saved, yet go g6
i by fire.,” Cor. iii. 13, 14, 15,
i 'Fhis text hardly requiresany comment, FFom
‘ttitappears plainly, that although thie works.-af
 man have been substantially goad and pleastng to
iA!mighly God, yet on account of muvy deformi-
ties, the cffccts of human frailty and  cotrupiion,
. man must be cleansed by a purging and punisling

j yet saving fire, before he can be admitted into (it

.sanctuary, info which < nothing defiled can enfey.?’
" Apacatypse xxi,27.

4 ¢ Butlsay unto you that every idle word ﬂg?:t

wen shall speak, theyshall render an accouhtfar
it in the day of judgmont? Matt. vi. 36, Year

tlready convinced-by the authority. of the Church, sir. you will hardly say, thatevery idie word, will
to fini} that even the plain words of stripture, and| tonsign man tothe everlasting punishment ofhell !

thé plaiuest dictates of reason, arein perfect unisoun
with the declaration of the Chuschy, Long before
the coming of Christ, the p;:ople of God prayed and
oftered sacrifice for the dead, Wilness the coliec-
tion of mioney made by Judas Macchabzeus, the de-
fender. of God’ssanctuary ; ¢ and moakihga gath-

‘ifs0, who will be saved? Theie must then Be
]' some temporal punishments preparcd after lgls:lj’&?
for trifling faults, which we call venialsins, ~,

According to the sam¢ evangelist thereare: slns
that © shall -i0t be forgiven neither in i3 Worlgs

5norin the world fo gome.”  Mait. xvij: 82, D‘&vs
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