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harmony prevails. " Every man assumes instinctively that the
system around bim contains -what bis nature prompts him to
seek," and when this is applied to man as a physical and
social beingr it is undoubtedly true; but there is a line in mans
constitution, marking off in distinct outline his moral and
spiritual capacities, -where the environmtent of the natural
world fails to touchi hirn, deep and living wants it cannot
supply; and yet> beyond that point in man's nature, are his
higbest needs, bis bitterest cries, bis profoundest ideas, ever
callingt out for some answeringr voice and satisfyingr powver.
Nearly ail that makzes man, man, lies across that wondxe'us
line; bis mental, moral and seul nature is there, and out of
that nature springs the conceptions, beliefs, convictions and
ideas which place the religions demands of the race among the
most important.and iimperative witb w'hich we have to deal.

Is it true, tbenm, that aIl the organic and constitutional
instincts of the loNver ereation, are provided for, and that up to
a certain point the wants of man are aIse amply responded to
by the systemi of things around us, and yet that in the region
of our existence wbich irnparts to man bis princely, position
in the scale of being-s there, is no grand correspondence, ne
satisfying, answer or supply to bis deepest needs and pro-
foundest expectations ? Then man in bis moral and spiritual
nature becomes a stupendous falsebood; perplexities of tlx-
mest bewildering and painful character crowd fast upon us,
and the great, çrrim shadows of an imrneasurable a.nd bopeless
gloom settie down upon us as the cruel rnockzeries of our
beingy stare us in the face.

But wve are net left, to bewail a nature that bas been built up
on the principle of organized falsebood or deception, and it is a
pitiable and burniliating makesbift of soine to say that " con-
sciousness is tbe bideous mistake and xnalady of nature."'

Everytbingr around us is a toucbing and assuring prediction
and intimation that nian>s religrious convictions and bis needs,
as briefly surveyed ln tbis article, will find a corremuondence
and substantial response sometime, somiewhere and some.. .'; if
not in nature, then in some other way which wvill bring t
desired manifestation and longr-expected good. But it is a fact,


