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ESSAY IV.-PHENOMENA AND PHILOSOPHY 0F EARLY

METHODIST REVIVALS 0F RELIGION.

IN niy last Essay, on the Supernatural Character of Canadian
Methodism, .I stood with the reader face to face with that wor'k
of God ini the soul of man in whieh lie ic, born into -the kingdom
of God, and grows .up to the stature of the fulness of Christ; I
traced that work step by step, from its tears -of ienitence to, its
joys of pardon, adoption, regeneration and sancti-fication, -as illus-
trated in the. lue-s. and lir.~.the early Methodist preachers,
as also in the doctrines and mainistrations of -the early Protestant
Reformers. 1 now propose to consider- the peculiar circumstances
of that work; or, in other words, the Phenomena -and Phulosophy
of Early Methodist Revivals -of Peligion ini Canada.

The teÉrm Èein'*val simply signifies restoring; recovery from
apparentdeath or -drowning, to life; return to activity froin a state
laiiguor; recovýery from a state of neglect and depression, as the
revival of literatnre or learning; quickening, or re-animating
with hopes-or joys; awakening men to their spiritual iuterests,
and rousing thetu to more attention and action in regard to re-
ligion.* It is in, this hast sense that I employ the tekm revival
in these Essays.

The teru p7tenomenon is defint-1 by gr. Wesley as " an uncom-
mion circumstance." In nature it is an appearance the cause of

* Mr. Wesley, in a letter to a ftiend,.dated February 12th, 1779, says:
"The remark of Luther, ' that a revival of rëliÉion seldom-conatinues above

thirty years,' bas been verified many times in several countries. But it will
flot always hold. The present reviival in England bas already continued
fifty years. And, blessed1e. God, it is at. least as likely to continue as it,
wasitwenty or thirty years ago. Indeed, it-is far more likely; as it flot only
spreads .wider, but sinks deeper, than ever ; more and more persons be-à* g
able to testify that the blood of Christ cleanses fi-om al Sin. We have,
therefore, reason to. hope that this reviýval of religion wiil continue,.and-
continually increase till-the time when a-' Israel, shah be saved, and the
fulness of the Gentiles shali.come."-Works, Ain. F2dit, Vol. VII., p. z8o.


