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bers of society.” Thus the principal Sovereign
Princes, many of the nollity, and men of eminence’
and learning; have always: stood forth as the pa-
trons, protectars and friends .of this soctety, A
lodge was instituted at the Hague, in the year
1738, of which Wiltiam 1V, Prince of Orange,
became a member, and since that time, the Grand
Lodge of Holland has esta.lished subordinate
lodges in.its Joreign. ;ossessions, i Indip, St. Mar-
lins, and in South America.

‘The first lodge in Denmark was established at
Copenhagen, 1 the year 1743 and the first lodge

'i‘HE CANA‘DIAN _',!FREEMASON.

with a new interest, ‘The blade of grass, the Teli-
cate leaf and the beautifylly tinted flower ; the
moas that curpets the woody ‘shade, and the rain-
bow-hues of the butterfly’s wing, arefraught with
a meaping to him v hich the world kuows not of.
Hu it is, who,
1 juds tongues in trees, books in the runming brooks.
Se.mong in stones, and good in everything.»
~17hile the principles of universal grammar, may
be -mderstoo(P and used as matters of practice
ind convenience by the non-initiate, the Zrue Ma-
son makes use of those same principles in a high-

in Sweden was established at Stockliolm i the
year 1754, hoth under warrant from the Grand
Lodge of Scotland, since which time the order 1 |
those countries has pospered 1 1S worli—re-
Lieving the necessities of the poor, and advancing
the best iuteresis of the people. The first lodue
egtablished in the vast empire of Russia, was
consecrated at St Perershunrgh in June, 1771, 1nd
was called ihe Ludye of Perfect Union ; and thougt
the mystic art dors 0t flourish there asin those
countsies where religious and pohitical freedom
have established their throne, yet tnany of the goud,
he wise, and the trire among the Russian nobihity,
glory in the privilege of wearing a Mason’s babyi-
ments and emblems,

The first modern lodge of I'reemasons in Asia,
was eslabhished by warrant trom the Grand Logye
of Englaud, ot Bengal, m the year 1740; and no'w
loJzes exist in many parts of Hindostan, the Bt !
ndics, Ceylon, and China,

A todue was established at James Fortin Viae .,
w 1736, and at the Cape o' Good Hopen 1777,
There are Lodges now in many pars of th. D.-
vision of the world, at the Jstand of Man:isia-,
Madagascar, and St. Heleua, appearning like beau-
tiful oasis in the moral and intellectual d. serts
surrounding them.

In the year 1733 o charter was granted by the
Grand Lodge ol Euglund to a number of the
Fraternity who resided in Boston, in the Sute of
Massachusetts, giving them authonty to forin
Masonic lodges in whatever part of North Amer-
1ca they might think proper ; and from that ume,
with alternate sunshine and cloud, calm and tem-
pest, the principles of the order have continued 1o
advance, and now the mystic tree, deeply und
firmly rooteq, is flourishing in beawy, in strengih
and in grandeur, through the whole continent.

Thus_you have seen, that this Sociecy arose in
the ages of the re:role past, that it bas continued
to flourish to the present period, and that it has
received the countenance and support of the good,
the wise, and the powerful of the most renowned
nations of the wotld, Youhave seen: that 1t has
been the depository of 1he arts and sciences most
valuable to tan during the dark days of our his-
tory. When )gnorance and superstition hung over
the earth like a pall, dark and dreary as midn'ght,
typical of mental and moral death—when the
pride of burbarism, in - the meridian of its power
and ruth lessness, trampled upon every vestige of
literature aud science, and ciushed beneath its
ron read, refinement and taste, and all those
gems of truth and love which point out man as an
cmanation of the Divine Mind —the Masonic Tem-
ple was as an'ark of safety for the seeds of know-
ledge, which were afterwards sown, extending
and spreading over  the earth, ‘making: the dark
places brilliavt with light, and the rough places
smooth—which dissidated. the mists of igaorance,
and are now ‘ameliorating the condition: of. the
woild, .

In the famous questions projosed by Henry VI
of Engiand, to the Masonic body, the commission
appotnted by that monarch to glean nformation
respecting their punciples and: practice; reported
to him .iat.the Masons had' taoght mankind
Agricalture, Architecture, Astroriomy, Geometry,
Numbers, Poetry, Chemistry, Government; and
Religion ; and to the question, ** Do Mnsons know
more than other ir  **? The _Answer given :was,
& Not so—ihey on _ avethe right and the oppor-~
tumty to know more .han.other.men, but many
fail in capacity ¥nd tnany more lack industry.that
is most necessaiy for 113 “acquirement. But'to
the triie Maadn; every. object in' aturé'is inveated

ar und more noble sense, While the beautiful
col. mns which strengthen and adorn the butling,
dist*nguishing the ditferent orders of the science

| »>f urchitecture, may excite emotions of wonder

and admiration in the beholder, to the true Mason,
very line, and angle, and curve, from buse to
nteblature, spenks to bis heart and s conscience.
While arithmetic may be used by man in his Jaily
vorations, 83 an instrument for amassing wralth
»ad numbering sichds, to the true Mason 1t be-
omes a means of heightening his  gratitude
> his Almighty Crealor, by calling his atten-
ou to the manifold blessings which surround.the
iessalated pavement of his life.

The deep trivngle, the mysterious circle, the
beamiful ellipsic, and all those =zeomeltrical forms
and fizures, the properties of which were 50 well
snderstood and demonstrated by those learned
and noble craftsmeri, Euclid and Pythagoras ; may
wndeed enable the mathéematician, to weigh the
sun asin a balance, to determine the imes and sea~
sous of a system of planets, to ineasure the sublime
years of Mizar, to point out a spot 1n the heavens
where no mortal eye has ever penctrated and say
with confidence thata_mighty world, in the ma-
jesty of silence -is_perfoiming his solemn pilgri-
mage ; yet with all this, the friie Mason, may use
the samg figures to determine the progress of his
soyl in the - beautiful orbits of morality, "virtue,
bepevolence and truth, until he depart hence to
the rest that will be-hereafter. The sweet sounds
of music may be listened to with rapture, until
the soul is intoxicated with harmony,:but the true
Mason again accepts it, whether from the deep,
rich, ang solemn tones of the organ, the sweet
zephyr whispering to the evening landscape, the
rippling brook in its course over the pebbles, thed
deafening thuuder in'the. cloud, or in the voice of
‘fure afection by the expressive symbolism of his
sciencs, ds a [esson to his beart,

half erected house. and the .completed . mansion,
the stately tres and the apparently useless weed,
the perfect animal and the minute.infusoria, to*he
true Mason; furnish lessons for the guidance s bis
life, and the elevation of his soul, to thai emple
above where all 1s harmony and perfectic a.

Masonry is the impersonation of beaevolence,
charity and merey.

The Sacied* text declarés that the wolf shall
dwell with the lamnb, and the leopurd’ saall lie
down with the kid, rnd the calf and the young
hion and the fatling together; and the little child
shail lead thern. - i

Masonry emphatically fulfils these words of
prophecy.

Sec you, yonder serried hosts on the battle field,
with the weapons of death poised, ready to'do their
fell and murderous wotk ; the gleaming sword
flashes in the light, the falalrifle sends swiftly the
pitiless ball, the thundering artillery s\esps down
the ranks by hundreds—the crimson fluid of the
youug,; the stalwart, the agedand tlie noble, gushes
from the unnerved:arm, -Ories of agony #ll the
air :—Waich that fierce soldier about 1o plunge his
death-dealing weapon into the body of his enemy.
One moment, and his sword falls barmless to' his
side. . He takes the refreshing draught and placesat
1o-the parcbed lips of him whom a moment before
he designed to destroy ;—he lifts nm' gently and
tenderly from the ground, carries bim to a place of
safely, end:yields him- henceforth his .protection
and -support.. He has recognized a.brother, and
whispers to him peace and consolation.

This is she genidd arid pirit of Mesonry !

»

The rougl ashlar and the polished stone, the ‘separate races, nations ard Kindreds ot men and
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Look once mote. Watch that beaunful ship
with her sails s{\rend to the gentle breeze—slowly
and proudly gliing over the placid bosom ot
yonder sea. Maric those groups of mes. women
and children upon her deck, unconsuious of danger
lur)ing near them. Al appears to be peaceful
and calm. Look azam in the distant honzon.
Do you observe that strange suspictous cralt rapidly
bearing down upon the noble ship!

See, as she approaches, the black lag Rying at
the mast head, made bideous witie the «ymbols of
death imprinted on 1t. See the fieree and lawless
band with théir gleannng scimetars, prejunng for
the work of spohia ion and slaughter.  tlear the
surrimons* to surrender, and i a woment he shitp
with her precious bundu 12 i the hanus ot ue pus
rate band. Bnt mak the Cluet ol .o+ uodiess
crew. Herecoguizes by a unveisar v soaze one
who is as he uice was, i the divs O enns

and purity ! those bluodibirs'y - s to
silence by the steru cotmna, 4 c
tule thew, and the sh p o 0! Lnen
trefghitas 1 leased i perma ' vy

1ge 10 her tes fned haven v vace.

This s a reswit ol Maswny. Do you see mr thie
dense woads by yonder siteann that bouy 01 savage
warr1o1s wiih the shorpened tTomauas & aod scaip-
ng abife Wbz wah adeno, hiae goy oo the
Llie COMpany ol whde e slowly, a1 ungons
scious of he: proaim iy, wendiug then wey t0-
wards them,  Hark! lue war wheog echoes

‘through the torest, aud abie il'le vuad  pov etiess,

fall beneatn the weaili-dealiig sicel. Sce you tat
voble lookins Bizaie beading over te prostrate
form of vue t the talien shielting bis body trom
the infunaied savage ! Lhat @s Bront,the ason !
exhibiting a Mason’s luve, anu atfording o Mason’s
protection tu a fallen and wounw.erd broiner, See
again, that aged man comnmyg from the tar wesi—
behotd kim beswle the same siteaun, wheae, insté, d
of words and a pathless wildesness, a populous

town and fields, teeming wsth the buunties of @

henevolent fattier, greetihe eye. Look how s

thin and silvery locks are waving 1 the breeze ;

mark the tears tnickle from Ls fine expressive eyes,

asa coffin is remove dfiom its humble resung place,

to be deposited 1 one wwore appropnate for a

Christian's sepulchre ! That s thesame white rian

who, fifty years beforc, réccived a Mason s protect~
1on from his lndizn brother, and who has travelled-
from his home n the far west 1o assist at the last

rites of that brother’s sepulchre.

Thus does Masonry break down the barriers that

unttes them together by the cords of universal
charity. It harmonizes vaned and opposite snter-
ests, snaps the fetters from the wnnocent asd op-
pressed captive, and restores him to hibeity and ms
home.  It-visits the prison cell, and adonmsiers
‘cousolation to theafllicted and unfortunate, It re-
moves the hated spiritof paity, and influences man

to follow'the injunciion of the Saviour<—“Love.

your enemies.”

‘See ye not the man, bowed down with infirmity,
age and sorrow, who has been deeply drenched 1n
the waters of bitterness ! Mis(ortune has deprived
him of his'substance, and discase hasrendered him
unable longer to eary bis bread. 'Mark him telling
to those whom Providence has blessed with abun-
.dance, his tale of woe ; pleading for hmself and-
little ones who have been turned, with him, upon
the uncertain chanty of a cold and unthinking
-world ! Do you note the suditor melted to tears
by the eloquence with which poverty appears 1o
‘all the fine impulses of the human heart? See-
him give a poruon'ot s bounty, and-calling forth
a smule of gladness -upon -that poor man’s- woe--
stricken cheek, and caustug hts bedimmed eye to
sparkia with joy? Do you not feel that it1smore.
blessed *o give than to receive? Do you .not go
10 hamility.of spinit to the wauntain of kindness and
mercy, and invoke a blessing upon the giver?

Thus to give, thus to relieve sorrow, and want,
and suffering, and misery, 18 one'of the most pleas~
ing duties of & true Mason: i

Many thousandsafe yearly relieved rrom want.
"and sorfow by the lodges scattered over'the widé

acen of the world, In Great Britain, in Gerniany, |
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