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TOPICS FOR THE WEEK
Read This.

CREEMORE, Feb. 24th, 1898.
Dear Sits, — Please find enclosed $2.00 for the past year
and also for this year. \We did not instruct your agent to
send us FARMING, but when it came we liked 1t very much
and receive a great deal of nformauon from it, and after
some time found that we could not get along without your
paper.

Yours truly,
James Navior.
GREENBANK, Feb. 18th, 1898,

Dear Sirs,— Enclosed please find 82 00 for FArRvING to
June, 1898. I am highly pleased with Farmin, and
especially with the mathet teports. 1 could not get on
without it, and I would be lust if I did not receive its
weekly visit.

Yours truly,
GroxuE LER.

The opinion expressed by these letters is that
of every subscriber for FarMiNG. They all appre-
ciate its regular weekly visit and its timely and
up-to-date articles. The weekly market review
and forecast is most highly commended. It 1s
really worth ten times the price of one year's
suhscription to any farmer who has produce to
sell.

We are open for receiving new subscriptions at
any time. Look up our special seed premiums
in this week’s issue. 3pecially selected varieties
given for new subscribers for Farsung., You
should not miss this offer of securing new seeds
for both the garden and farm. Now is the time

10 begin.

Our Clubbing List.
Regular With
price.  Famminc.
Canadian Magasine... ... . . .. $2.50 $2.50
Toronte WesklyGlods. .. ..... e 3.00 1.5n
Torente Weekly Mail and Empire 1.00 1.40
Harw and Firesidt.....ecooeiiennnns eonrenans 1.00 1.40
Monsreal Daily Witness . 3.00 300
Teoronto Hmv World... 3.00 3.00
Montveal Weekly Witmess 1.00 1.60
Family Herald and Weekly Star 1 co 175
London Weskly Free Press ... .00 1.8
London Waﬁf: ALOCYIIsey. .oovini aeiien.. 1.00 ;.3:
Ottawa Semei-Weekly Free Press 1.00 1.
Hourds DaIvymaR.....ocoivieees covsossiiaes 100 .78
Rural New Vorder. ... «oo..oovet vovt caeuns 1.00 188
. Our British Letter.

The Agricuitursl Depression in England and its Cause.
(By Our Special Correspondent.)

London, Eng., March ¢, '¢8.

Every newspaper one picks up at the present
time devotes a portion of its space almost daily, or
weekly, as the case may be, to the gold-finding
business in the Klondike So much has this sub-

ject taken hold of men's minds here- -as elsewhere
—that even at the pedigree stock shows of the past
fortnight one found the subject cropping up wher-
ever a bevy of farmers bappeued to find themselves
talking together. I was at the annual show of
pedigree hunters to-day (a large and first-class show
too, it is), and I had not seated myselfin the press
stand (to be seated in a stand sounds a bit paradoxi-
cal, but let that pass) more than twenty minutes,
when a breeder, who had just been awarded a prize
called out to me, *“ Holloa ! that’s almost as good
as going to the Klondike.”

There was more than a modicum of truth in the
jocular assertion, and I have lead up to this point
m order to say a word on the subject to which,
stripped of metaphor, it clearly refers. Nuw, at
this hunters’ show we see the créme de la eréme of
the pedigreed hunting horses of Great Britain
The breeder in question meant to infer that having
won at this, the best show in question, he would
for the produce of his animal be able to get tip top
prices. ‘The same principle is being recognized, I
am glad to say, more and more by farmers in gen-
eral—whether what they send for competition be
horses, cattle, sheep, pigs, or dairy produce. In
England, of all countries, it is the best which pays.
And if this is so, as applied to what we ourselves
grow, it is doubly so as applied to those outside
our shores who desire to gain or to retain a foot-
hold in our markets. I am glad, therefore, to
observe in an issue of FARMING to hand this week
that this lesson is enforced ; and if I refer to the
matter it is but to enforce a truth which I am afraid
is sometimes forgotten.

Farming in England at the present time is better
than it has been for some few years past. Not
that it is bright even now. Perhaps I ought rather
to have said that farmers here are now Josing less
than in recent years; for, whilst many are just
now—with the rise in wheat and fair prices for
stock —holding their heads fully above water, I am
afraid there ar._ very many more who are still losing
their capital, though more slowly than two to five
years since.

I cannot, of course, here go into a long state-
ment as to why Bnitish agriculturists, as a body, are
depressed in their calling ; but if you ask the farm-
ers themselves why it is, they will commonly
answer that it is owing to Free Trade, high rents,
and bad seasons.

Free Trade has undoubtedly hit our agricul-
turists uncommoray hard ; but I don't think that
i anything like an adequate cause for the depres-
sion. Bad seasons, too, have something to do
with it, but I cannot remember that the seasons
have lately been much worse than formerly. Then
as regards high rents, why even a Radical politician
writing in one of our chief reviews this month ad-
mits that high rents have not been the cause of the
depression. I don't know what a Radical isin
Canada. I know what he s here: and in a few
words, he may be described as * one who is always
agin’ the landowner.”  The politician in question
is the exception who proves the rule, and, being
such, his statement merits recognition.

This same politician, however, quoting T#e
Rural World, puts down the farmers’ depressed
condition very much to the lack of technical edu
cation. It is, I think, unfair to account for the
depression in this way. It is not due to any one
cause, though the lack of technical education is no
doubt accountable for a good deal.  ‘This is, in-
deed, the view which the paper in question en-
forces. It may seem strange to Canadian farmers
that I should charge Briish agricalturists with
any lack of technical knowledge, seeing that
they produce the finest farm live stock of every

breed. But, after all it is true. The be-all and end-
all of farming is not the production of stock, though
even here half of our agnicultunists are not experts.
Where our farmers are lacking 1n technical know-
ledge is in their cropping and feeding arrange-
ments, Science to them is a * bugbear,” and yet
without science, you cannot have such technical
instruction as iscommon in other countries.

The San Jose Scale.

A bill has been introduced at Ottawa and which
has already become law, by the Hon. Mr. Fisher,
Dominion Minister of Agriculiare, which prohibits
the importation into Canada of fruit trees from
countries where the San lose scale exists. A
great many trees come into Canada every year
from the nurseries of the United States where the
San Jose scale is known to exist. Mr. Fisher's
bill will absolutely put a stop to this trade and
compel our fruit men to get their new stocks aof
trees from Canadian nurseries.

This may scem hke a prettv drastic measure,
but considering the nature of the disease known
as the San Jose scale, and whata scourge it is
when it gets a foothold. no legislation can be
too strang when it has for its object the protection
of our [ruit trade from injury from this destructive
pest. The disease 1s so hard to locate and neces.
sitates a inicroscopic exarination in order to
detect its presence on trees «n its initial stages,
that only an absolute prohibition of the impor-
tation of trees from countries where the disease
exists will prevent its coming into the country.
From the very nature of the thing the most rigid
inspection would not suffice.  As Mr. Fisher
pointed out in_ his address when introducing the
bill an inspection of the trees at the port of entry
would necessitate the unpacking of every bundle
of trees. This, owing to the tender condition of
the young trees, would be extremely risky and
would entail serious loss to the shipper. The
only sure way, then, of combatting the disease is
to prevent its coming in with young trees, and if
a rigid inspection of the fruit trees already in Can-
ada is enforced our fruit interests may be kept
free from this pest.

Though this legislation may perhaps injure our
fruit trade with the United States, 1t will serve to
strengthen our position very materially in the
Europran markets. As we have pointed out else-
where there is already an agitation in Great
Britamn in regard to the matter, and measures may
be adopted there very shortly to prohibit the im-
portation of fruit from countries where the San
Jose scale exists. Then, the action of Germany
in prolibiting the importation of fruit from the
United States may afford an opportunity for Can-
adians to develop their fruit trade with that coun-
try if 1t is known that the San Jose scale does not
exist in Canada, and tkat such regulations have
been adopted as will absolutely prevent its being
brought into the country. Self-protection 15 one
of the fundamental priuciples of all legislation,
and when a necessity anises any government is
perfectly justified in making laws, however drastic
they may be, when this object cannot be attained
in any other way. For this reason, this new legis.
lation will meet with general approval from every-
one nterested 1n the development of our fruit
trade, and we do not think our friends to the
south will take it in anything but a kindly spir.

Early versus Late Sowing.

There is a doubt sometmes a> to when is the
best time to 50w spring grains, and as to whether
early or late sowing will be the more advanta-
geous. If the soil be in a suitable condition and



