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In 1823, the Royal Library collected by Goorge IIL
was presented to the British nation by his successor
¢iearge IV,, and ordered by pa-liament to be added to
the lif)mry of the British Mussum, tut to be kept for ever
separa‘e from the other books in that institution, The
general ()‘)I:m of its formation appca s to have been de-
termined on by € 2orge 111., soon after his acression to
the throne; and she first extensive purchiase made for
it was that of the library of Mr. Joseph Smith, British
consul at Yenice, 1762, for which his majesty paid
about £10,000. In 1768 Mr. (afterwards Sie Freder-
irk) Barnard, the librarian, was despatched to the con-
tinent by his majesty ; and as the Jesuits’ hous.s were
then being suppressed and their Jibraries sold through-
out Europe, he wayg enabled to purchase, upon the
most advantageous terms, a great number of very valu-
able books, ineluding some very remarkable raritics,
in France, Italy, and Germany. Under the judicious
directions of Mr. Barnard, the entire collection was
rrrmed and arranged ; it was cnlarged during a period
of'sixty years, by an annual expenditure of about £20J0,
and it is in itself, perhaps, one of the most complete
libiaries of its extent that was ever formed. It con-
tains selections of the rarest kind, particularly of scarce
hooks which appeared in the first ages of the art of
printing. It is rich in early editions of the classics,
n books fiom the press of Caxton, in English history,
and in Italian, French, and Spanish Lterature ; and
there is likewise a very extensive collection of grogra-
phy, and of the transactions of learned academics.—
The number of books in this libiary is 63,239, exclu-
sively of a very numerous assortment of pamphlets
and it appears to have cost, in direct outlay, about
53;*0,000, but it is estimated as worth at last £200,-

The nucleus of the department of manusctipts at the
British Museum was formed by the Iarleian, Sloanean,
and Cottonian collections. To these George II. added,
in 1757, the manuseriyp s of the ancient royal library of
England. Of these, oue of the most remarhable is the
“ Codex Alexandrinus;” a present from Cyril, patriarch
of Constantinople, to King Charles I. "It is in four
quarto volumes, written upon fine vellum, plobably
between the fourth and sixth centuries, and is beheved
to be the most ancient manuseript of the Greek Bible
now extant. Many of the manuscripts came into the
royal collection at the time when the monastiz institu-
tions of Britain were destroyed; and some of thern
still retain upon their spare leaves the honest and hearly
anathemas which the donors denounced against these
who should alienate or remove the respective volumes
from the places in which thcy had been originally de-
posited. This collection aboundsin old scholastic di-
vinity, and possesses many volumes, embellished by
the most expert illuminators of different countries, in
a succession of periods down to the sixteenth century.
i it are also preserved an assembloge of the domestic
music-books of Henry VII., and the ¢ Basilicon Do-
ron > of James 1. in his own handwriting. The Cot-
tonian collection, which was purchased for the use of
the public in 1701, and annexed by statute to the British
Museum in 1753, consists of 861 manuseript volumes,
including “ Madox’s Collections on the Exchequer,” in
uinety-four volumes, besides many precious documents
connected with our domestic and foreign history, about
the time of Elizabeth and James. Itlikewise contains
nuerous registers of Iinglish monasteries ; arich col-
lection of royal and other orignal letters; and the manu-
script called the ¢ Durham Book,”” being a copy of the
Latin Gospels, with an interlinear Saxon gloss, written
about the year 800, slluminated in the most elaborate
style of the Anglo-Saxons, and believed to have once
belonged to the venerable Bede, The Harleian collec-

tion is still more miscellaneous, though historical liter.
ature in all its branches forms one of its principal fea.
tures. It is pasticularly rich in beraldic and genealogi-
cal manuseripts in parliamentary and legal proceeds
ings; in ancientrecords and abbey registeis; in manu.
seripts of the classies, amongst which is one of the
earliest known of Homer's ¢ Odyssey ;? in missals,
antiphonais, and other service-books of the Cathohic
Church ; and in ancient English poetry. It possesses
two very carly copies of the Latin Gospels, written in
goud letter; and also contains a large number of splen-
didly illuminated manuscripts, besides an extensive
mass of correspondence. It further includes about
three hundred manuscript Bibles or Biblical books, in
Iebrew, Cualdaic, Greewr, Arabic, and Latin; nearly
two hundied volumes of wriungs of the fathers of the
cliurch ; and a number of works on the arts and sciences
among which is a tract on the stcam-engine, with
plaus, diagrams, and calculations by Sir Samuel Mor-
land.  The Sloancan collection consists principally of
manuseripts on natnral history, voyagesand travels, on
the aits, and especially on medicine.

In 1807 the collection of manuscripts formed by the
first Marquis of Lansdowne was added to these libra-
ries, having been purchased by parliament for £4925.
It consists of 1252 volumes, of which 114 are Lord
Burleigh’s state papers, 46 Sir Julinus Czesar’s collec-
tions respecting the reigns of Elizabeth and James I.;
and 108 the historical collections of Bishop Kennet.—
Other valuable collections are the classical manuscripts
of Dr. Charles Burney, the Oriental manuseripts col-
lected by Messrs. Rich and Hull, and the Egyptian pa-
pyri presented by Sir J. G. Wilkinson. 1t ‘would be
erdless, however, to enumerate these treasures; weo
have indicated enough to convince our readers that tha
Library of the British Muscum is worthy of the nation
to which it belongs.

Tae Rerarrarron.—The noblest revenge we can
take upon our enemies is to do them a kindness;
for to return malice for malice, and injury for injury,
will afford but a temporary gratification to our_evil
passions, and our enemies will only be rendered the
more bitter against us.  But, to take the firm opportu-
nity of showing them how superior we are to them,
by doing them a kindness, or by rendering them a ser-
vice, the sting of reprcach will enter deeply in their
soul; and, while unto us it will be'a noble retaliation,
our triumph will not unfrequently be rendered com-
plete, not oniy by blotting out the malice that had other-
wise stood against us, but by bringing repentant hearts
to offer themselves at the shrine of friendship.

How 10 Maxe a Forrure.—Take earnestly hold
of life, as capacitated for, and destined to high and no-
ble purposes. Study closely the mind’s bent for a Iabor
or profession. Adoy.t it early, and pursue it steadily,
never looking back to the turned furrow, but forward
to the new ground, that ever remains to be broken.
Means and ways are abundant to every man’s success,
if will and action are rightly adapted to them. Our
rich men, and our great men, have carved their paths
to furtune and fame by this eternal principle—a prin-
ciple that cannot fail to reward its volary, if it be
resolutely pursued.  To sigh or repine over lack of in-
heritance, is unmanly. Ivery man should strive to
be a creator, instead of inheritor. He should bequeath
instead of borrow. The human race, in this respect
want dignity and discipline, It prefers to wield the
sword of valorous forefathers, to forgoing its own wea-
pons, This is a mean and ignoble spirit.  Let every
man be conscious of the God in him, and the provi-
dence over him, and fight his own battles with his own



