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the hummocks. This hunting ground or Ever-
glade as it isso called, is au old chaonel, changed
first to mud-flats and then to dry laud by the
same kind of accumulation that is filling up the
present channels, aod the row of hummocks is
but an old Coral Recf with the Keys or islands
of past days upqu its summit. Seven such Reefs
and channels of former times have already been
traced between the sbore-bluffs and Liake Okee-
cho bee, adding some fifty thousand years to our
previous estimaie. lndeed, upon the lowest
calculation, bssed upon the facts thus far ascer-
tained as to their growth, we cancot suppoce
that less than seventy thousand years bave elups-
ed since the Coral Reefs already known to exist
ia Florida begau to grow. Wuoen we remember
that thisis but a small portion of the peniuvsula,
and that, thongh we have not yet any accurate
information as to the nature of its interjor, yet
the facts already ascertained in the northern
part of this State, formed like its Southern ex-
tremity of Coral growtb, justify the inference
that the whole of the peuinsula is formed of
successive concentric Reefs, we must belicve that
hundreds of thousands «f years have elapsed
since its formation began. Leeving aside, how-
ever, all that part of its history which is not
susceptible of positive demoustration in the
present state of our knowledge, I will limit my
results to the evidence of facts already within
our possession ; and these give us as the lowest
possible estimate a period of seventy thousand
years for the formation of that part of the penin-
sula which :xtends south of Lake Okee-cho-bee
to the present outer Reef.

Here we have an unequalled opportunity of
judgiog as to the Permanence of Species. Shall
we find that in these ivsignificant forms of life,
there is any evidence of change, disorder or trans-
mutation ? Shall we find any symptoms of “pro
sressive development, ” or “gelection,”—any
proof that the laws which separate, ““each after
itgkind,” every sced that recews and multiplies
the successive gererations of the living, are not
just as binding at this day as ever before—were
not just as binding “in tke begivning,” as they
are now? Let Agessiz answer :

So much for the daration of the Reefs them-
selves. 'What, now, do they tell us of the per-
manence of the Species by which they are
formed? Ia these seventy thousand years has
there been any change in the Corals liviog in the
Gulf of Mexico? I answer most emphatically,
No. Astreans, Porites, Meandrinas, and Ma-
*drepores were represenfed by exactly the sume
Species seventy thousand years ago a8 they .are
pow. Were we to classify the Florida Corals
f:om the Reefs of he interior, the result would
correspond exactly to a classification founded
upon the living Coralg of the outer Reef to-day-
* % * Ryery Species, in short, that lives
upon the present Reef is found in the more an-

cient ones. They all belong to our geological -

pericd, and we canuot, apon the evidence before

us, estimate its-duration at less than sy
thousend years, during which no evideuce of,
change in Speeies, but on the contray
strongest proof of the absolut: permayegy
those Species whose past history we haye p
able to trace.~Country Gentleman. :

Sacacrry or A Doa.—A. short tiie sy
dog, well known to the railway officials frop’
frequent travelling with his master, prewy
bimselt at one of thestations on the Flecig
Preston, and Longridge line. Afier Ipoy
round for some length of time amonst the ;
sengers and in the carriages, just as they
was about to start he leapzd into one of they
partments of a carriage, and laid himssf ¢y
under the seat. Acrriving at Longridge, hete
avother survey of the passengers, auj, y
waiting until the station had been cleared,
went into the Railway Station Hotel, seart
all the places on the ground floor, then wen;-
made a tour of iospection over the adjoi’
grounds; but being appavently unsuccessiul,t
ted back to the train, and took bis old post
just as it moved offt Ou reaching the saf
tfrom which be bad first started, he again lo¢
around a8 before, and took his departure.
seems that he now proceeded to the Ger
Railway Station at Preston, and after repest
the looking around performance, placed hir
under one of the seats in a train which he’
singled ont of the many that are constantlyr
pivg in and out, avd in due time arrivedinli,
pool. He now visited a few places v
he had been with his master, of whom, .
afterwards sppeared, he was in search, 0f
adventures in Liverpool little is kuown ; b
remained all night, and visited Preston s
early next morning. Still not finding hisa
ing master, he for the fourth time “took
train”—this time, however, to Lancasdter.
Carlisle, at which latter place the sagaciiy.
faithfuloees of the animal, as well as the}
verance and tact he displayed in prosecating
search, were rewarded by finding his mast
Recollections of a Sportsman. By Lord
Lennozx.
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The Provincial Exhibition-

" We beg leave to dircet the attentionof
recaders to the advertiscment whick appea
another place as to the days for making
entries of articles in the various classes for
approaching Provincial Exhibition. Atte
to these dates is absolutcly necessy.

have every rcason to anticipate thal thes
bition this autumn will be oné of the 6,



