
4 VOYAGES AND -TRAVELS.

persons in the year 1737, and afterwards ceded to the King. At first

cannon and mortars were cast there, but it is now principally used in

the manufacture of stoves and kettles. The ore is taken at a small dis.

tance from the works. A river runs down from the foundry into the

River St. Laurence, whichzçales the proprietors to send their ma-
nufactures round the country in boats upon very moderate terms.

This town, which is half way between Quebec and Montreal, had

formerly a very considerable trade in peltry, and was the second mart

in Canada; but in process of time the inhabitants of Montreal con-

trived to draw almost all the fur trade to themselves; and though the

residents in Trois Riviéres live by their commerce with the savages,

and the manufacturing of birch canoes, yet the town has lost that rank

and consequence which it formerly maintained ; nevertheless, the advan-

tage·of the iron foundry makes them some amends, and they live, upon

the whole, as happy as any people in Canada.. The inhabitants of Trois

Riviéres were formerly very much incommoded with fleas, which

swarmed in great quantities, and which, Baron de Lahontan humorously

observes, occasioned an inconvenient quickness in conversation.

On my arrival at Montreal, I was placed under the care of a very

respectable merchant to learn the Indian- trade, which is the chief sup-

port of the town. I soon acquired the names of every article of com-
erei, the Ioui n rnch languages, and being at once

prepossessed in favour of the savages, improved daily in their tongue, to

the satisfaction of my employer, who approving my assiduity, and wish--

ing me to be completely qualified in the Mohawk language to enable

me to traffic with the Indians in his absence, sent me to a villg called


