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The Mock Marriage,

BY MRS. ANN §. STEFHENS

(¢ ‘oncluded. )

yiloe a U P
Giloert was standivg that night in the | 1oned and massive,

lutle portico of Lis bride’s dwelling. It was|
a lovely eveniug ; every thing was
with a flood of pearly mooulight,
dew lay Like ramn drops “among the

deluged
and the
crimson |

flowers which shed a rich.iragrance from |

the houeysuckle vine. Ske was by, his nde,
bus arm had been around ber waist, and but
a few moments before his eves had beant with |
tender and affectionate earnestness on Ler |
iace, but uow lis arms were folded, and he|
lovked zlmost sternly upon her |

Do you really desue tiis, Loutsa ? he said,
in a deep, comstramed voice; nqn?.] you!
cver respect me agaih, if | couid do sucruel,
50 unmauly an act!

I will never love you azain, if you do unot!
was the petulant reply,

An expression almost of disgust swept |
over the young man's face, and lus {ips treawn-
bled as he spoke.

T'ell ne, have you been 1o Miss Smuth’s'
room to-day ! i« inquired.

Yes, I was theére just at suuset. . But why
do You ask ’

No matter. lIlave you thought this-all
over ; are you resolved 1o deceive this poor
gul?

Resoluate !

Aud you are willing that I devote myseif
to win her affections'

They are already given, without the trou-
ble of asking

Gilbert's brow coutracted in the woonlight

nd the word *Unwomauly " was smothercd
between lus comp !

Aud you will assist ¢
you resign all claims on my har

e—wiil tell Ler that
) ihe

i—oOn

Liowestead & ¥ wih
a shght a phasis v the last
word

She did not olserve i1, Lul Jusvered ea-
gerly—

Yes—yes; I will do my part to perfection

—how wortfyng ahe truth will be whes slie
thinks Lerself Mrs. Gilbert and finds that it
is all 2} ike. A
But think of ihe shock it will give her
1de and delicacy —
Add refinemem 7
satdd the
CaCy auc reb AL.IA‘IJ.A are suchn common -at-
W ashei-wo

P

pray, refinement !

voung yorl, scornfilly ; pride de-

iribuies to the Groghters of vur

nen

You are only doiag this 1o anuey . me,
said the young waa ; so good .1 ;:-l_ you
will throw off the cruel wish before worn-

Nhall 17 replied the girl, with a slow bend
of the nead.

Gilbert turned away, and tzking up his
hat; was about 10 leave the house, but she
lud her hand ou bis arm, and looked smiling-
Iy 10 his face.

They tell methe house is finished—will
you take me to ook at it in the morning ?

If you desire it, was the cold and abstract-
ed reply.

Well; I shali be ready at ten. Good
night ! and gaily Kissed ber haad, the young
creature ghded 1ito the house

It was ber voice then, and she was plan-
ming tins design with that infamous millmer,
I would not believe my owa' senses, ull she
coufirmed them. But she will mot persist o
any thinz so cruel; it is absurd to sup-
pose so. Ifshe does—if she does 1 wiil
obey her.

As be muttered these words, the yonng
man walked slowly from the house.

How melancholy poor Lida had beea all|
the previous day ; how many strange conjec-
tures had passed through fier brain |
the remarkabie absence of Mr.
They hauated her all night, and in the morn-

regarding |

ing, when she came aloug the fuol—pllll;

through the ficids tears stood in ber eyes
more than hal'the way. She had ecast ma-

ny a sad. earnest gaze through the shop win- |

dow, béfore she saw Gilbert and Miss War-
ner coming through the opposite portico. |
The sight made the beart struggle with a|
throb of pain Lida’s bosom, and a mist came |
over ber eves till they could scarcely discern |
the needle with which she seemed occupied. |
They were coming toward the shop, and
the sound of their foot-steps in the en-|
try made the young girl tremble in her!
seat.

Come, said Miss Warner, addressing!
the milljner, put on your bonmet. We are
going'up to the house and want vour opi-|
nion.

Miss Smith ran for ber bonnet, and for]
the first time in her life, the yoang lady ad- |
dressed the apprentice

CGet your sun-bownet, she said; you can go |
with us.

The blood rushed over Lida's face, and|
she would have. refosed ; but Miss Warner |
whispered a word to her lover, and he|

!

pressed Lida 10 go with such respectful|

Gilbert. |

The homestead was a large and superior
old mansion for a country village. Its mate-
nial was heavy, and wuched with the brown
tinge of age ; the trees around it were ma-

‘Je;uc, and its shrubbery luzuriant ; its fur- |

niture was that o! another century, old fash- |
but Gilbert had
| spersed it with chairs and tables of lighter '
and more recent wodel ; and the gloom
which low ceilings give 10 an apartment was |
relieved by tall mirrors and mpdern windows,
which were cut from ceilin. @ floor. Alto-
gether. it was the dweiling whith a domestic
and studious person would bave preferred
abowe ail others.
Lida had never seen any tmiag hall so
splendid before, but there was a heavy feel-
ing at ber heart which mere novelty could
not dispel. ~ Sie followed her conductors up
the broad stairs, bedard them admire the |
balasters of dark mabogany, and walked
through the chambers like oue in a dream.
She was pale, bewildered, and sick at heart,

mier-

~

| algmost for the first time in her hife. -

There was one room on the first floor
which Gilbert had fitted up exclusively for
his bride.. On a curious little table, wuh
legs carved and twisted together like a knot.

' of serpants, lzv a guitar, with an azure ribbon |

Just aitached, and as yet unused ; a superb
| o/d book-case, ciowded with neatly bound
volumes, stood opposite a bay window, and a
litle French work-table perfectly new, occu-

| pied a coruer close by.

Miss Warner flung herself on a seat, and
taking up the guitar, began to trifle with the
strings, as she turned with au unpleasaut
smile woward Lida.

How wonld you like this room for your
own! she sad.

Me, said Lida, faintly, 1 bave never dream-
ed of living ini such a place as this.

But youu can live here il you like, replied
the millicer.

My mother was well off once, and she
would not let me live out for anything, sad
the apprentice, for she could only imagiue
that Miss Waraer wished 1o engage her
licip, whea she shouil take possession of the
homestead ; besides, | am no: strong enough
for very hard work !

Oh, we did’st mean that, replied the w.'ii-
ver ; Mr. Gilbert wants a wife, and as thus
lady here has takeh a fancy that Le likes you
rather better than he does Ler, she is quite
willing that he “mnakes you misiress of the
homestead, 1nstead of herself. 5

Don’t say so—it 1s cruel 10 joke in this
manner ! said the bewidered girl, tucuing |
very pale ; | am sure, quite sure' that Mr. |
Gilbert never thought of me! Lida, spoke.
irastily, but iu a faint voice, gnd she had a|
look of troubled doubts tn her eyes, as if she |
slmost hoped they would contradict her. |

Bat be does thunk of you—he toid me so
last might! said Miss Warner; and if 1 am |
wihog to give lum up, what harmcan come |
of n?

And could you give him up! said Lida |
clasping her small haads WYith an energy |
which bespoke ber astonishment that any ove
could resign, of her own free will, a being se |
perfect.

Oh, Mr. Gilbert is not the only ‘agreeabk H
man on earth, replied the voung lad-, re-|
morviug the azure ribbon from her neck, and
laying down the guitar, I am perfectly wil-
ling 10 resign him at any moment; so pre-
pare for the wedding to-morrow, that is,if you
like!
| As she sjoke, Miss Warner and her com.
panion glided frony the room. Lida bad no
power 10 follow, she was coafused aad !
strenthless, a mist came over her sight, and |
sinking 10 a seat she covered her face with
both haunds, and remained in a state of ment-
al bewildermwent, aimost anconscious of the
solitude which surrounded her. i

Miss Warner and the millner, met Gilbert

!

| moved 1oward him.

We have broken the ice for you, said Miss |
“"lrner; she is in the liule room yonder,
quite prepared for a proposal.

And you are really determined 10 sarry this
b;u 10 an end? inquired ‘the. lawyer gra- |
vely. {

Oh, by all means, was the reply ; it really '
is ridiculous, the idea of her beleving us. — '
I wish you had seen hier clasp those nand:,
and wonder how I could give you up. Go—
go—before she takes it into her head 10 fol-
iow us. Batl say, Gilbert do remove that |
horrid little table with the twisted logs—n s

| such a fright.’ |

It was my mother's, replied the lawyer, |
quietly. !

Well—well ; it can be put in the garle&,l
and kept quite sale. But go along—your la-
dy-love is waiting

Mr. Gilbert stood motionless in the hall |
till his affianced and her eompanion “disap-
peared amid the oaks; he then turned with
a calm face and resolute step toward the ln- |
te room where Lida had beeu lefi.  She was |
siill sitting in the easy chair, sobbing like a |
child, and tears wore breaking, like hall
confined jewels, thraugh the slender fingers

face, pressed it to his lips. . She started up,
and tried to conceal her tears with the re-
taining hand, while her brow and face and
neck were deluged with crimson. I

His voice was strangely tender and musi-
cal for the cruel plot he was acting. |

|

Before sunset the widow's house might |
have been nustaken for a sylvau ludge, n
was so0 fragrant with blossoms. "I'lie whole |

The worsherwoman was deadly pale : she
lifted hier haud as if 10 enforce silence ou
the flippant wockery with which she was iu-

dwelling coutrined but three apartments. a'sulted, and stepping a pace forward, was a.

kitchen and two <mall sleeping rooms ; but!

these were as neat as human hands could

bout 1o address the wman who had violated the
peace of lter home ; but Lida had risen on

They have told, you no falsehvod, Lida, |make them. ‘I'ie pime floors and splint | her feet, vin tryiug 1o reach her mother stag-
he said, I do mdeed love you, very, very!ohairs were scourrdyas white as it was pos-| gered, and would bave lallen. but Gilbert

much. Will you,come and live with me
here in this pleasant old house where my pa-
rents were so happy? Caa you l::znc, and

study for my sake, when we are ried 7—

sible fur wood 16 become, lintle old-|
fashioned looking glasses were growned with |
asparagus branches, where the ted berries |
huog thick and bright as coral drops aloug!

reached forth s arm, and drawing Lerto his
bosom, kissed her foreliead, and her pale lips,
while he rembled from he ol 16 fon

What means this? exclsimed Miss War-

or if you can answer yes, to what [ have :the delicate green spray ; the scant window |ner, grasping his arm i passionste amaze

said, with your whole heart, iu three days you | curtains, of coarse but suow white maslin, | ment ;
¥ 5 ' '
sir?

shall be my own sweet wile!
The poor girl could not answer—she was

perfecily overcome by the sensation of ex-‘

quisite Lappiness that thrilled every nerve.

Why do you weep so, Lida? Am I annoy-
ing you by these questions?’

No—uo, said the young girl, half lifting
her eyes to his face it is not that! I am so
surprised, so shocked—so very, very happy—
she broke off in confusion, wurued her head

away au instant, and thes lovked him ear-|
| ed dimity, that covered the bed like a »luzcll

nestly in the face

You are sincere with me ? she said; I
Yalf suspected that Miss Warner guessed how
much—I mean how well | thought of you—
and so was trying to punish me with false
thoughts ; but you, Mr. Gilbert, you could
not have the heart to trifle with me se dread-
fully—it would Kill me, it would indeed.

Gilbert trigd 10 look in the soft eyes, lifi-
ed so full of eloquence to his face, Lut he

|were festoomed with wild blossoms and
| ground pine woven together ; while that in/
['the * spare bed-room’ was looped up to a sin-

gle wreath of wild roses and sweet, brier, |
which filled the window with a delicious fra-
grance. Oun thelitile table, in this apariment
stood a japan waiter, with a decantar of wine
{in the middle, surrounded by slender wine
glasses ; and a fine napkin was spread over a
{ loaf of cake close by. A dress of purest mus-
{lin, lay upon the counterpane of old fashion-

of snow,
We stood by while the old woman arrayed

her child for the bridal, and wondered why
 the hand should tremble so, and why tears
;should fill eur Lida’s eyes so coustantly, when
jshe observed her mother’s agitation,

It was scarcely dark when we saw a party

{ yourself was in danger.

|

‘ what medns this, ip my presence,

It means, said Gilbert, who lift>d bis ! ead
and looked firmly around, it means that sle
is my wife, my own beloved and wedded wile,
b efore God and in the sight of man! Weak,
wicked girl ; did you believe me so base—so
utterly devoid of all manhood, that I should
lend mysely to a plet so atrocious? | loved
you, Louisa—at ieast [ thought so—and
when I was flung imo t° » dangerous society
of a creature so good and lovely as this
young girl, who is my wife, I felt that your
fears were well founded, that my allegiance to
3 I conseated, as an
honorable man should; 10 see her no more.
You were not satisfied with this submission
to a just demand ; but would have made me a
villian ; and afier that would have married
the dastard for the sake of his property and
the homestead !

| of two ladies, and as many gentlemen, comin
{along the foot path toward the house. The

Before the last words were fairly uttered,

felt the hot blood rush up to the furebead, | washerwoman clused the bed-room door ;— | Miss Warner had dropped to the floer iu

and answered hurriedly that he was most | and went out to receive the guests, leaving us | violent lLysterics, and some two lours afier

sincere, miost earnest 1¢ make her his wife.

{ with the bride. How beauuful and pure she

she undertook rather an unpleasant walk

He kissed her forehead as the words were ut- | looked in the simple diess, that had exhaustzd | home through the damp grass, between the
tered, and when she became suddenly conci- | all the mouey which ber mother hiad hoarded | erest fallen milliner and ithe young clergy-

ous that they were alonein the house, and | up for the winter, 1 the purchase. A bud, | man.
wished 1o leave it, he drew her arm respect-| with the blush leaves just bursting asunder, |

The next day she had the satisfaction of

fully through lus, and conducting her 10 the [lay within the folds of sheer mushin that co-|seeing Gilbert drive toward the homestead
hall, went m search of Miss Warner and|vered her bosom. When she placed it there, | in a barouche which had been purchased for

ber companion.

I'bey were in the gardeu, | Lida’s cheek grew pale and her bauds began | another occasion, aud iu the back seat was

chatting in high spirus, aud"full of Jaughter  to tremble, for that moment she heard Gil- }the washerwoman, in a new siraw bounet

at the success of their scheme
¢ And how did you su

s ’
cevi

bert's step in the next room  But when her

and that dentical red cloak, Ly her side sat -

M 1t L1z g 1 ty -
did she sus ' mother came iuto the room, fulded ker in ajour Lida looking as pretty as a snow drop, a

pect? how did she act? ihicy exclauned to- ! kind embrace, and led her towzard the young [sight which made the village aristocrat r

gether, running eagarly toward lim®

i mnan who camme forward 1o receive her, a soft

{ ther out of conceit with the mock marriage

‘ ] g [ bt - S . - Lot S
* As yvou predicied,’ replied the lawyer, | blush broke over her cheek, aud ker fingers|but we were perlecily satisfied: true, we

"with a grave smile; ‘your pleasant little | wove themseives in his confidingly, and if she | were obliged 10 ook out for muew Lelp ; but

loax will be carried ouc three eveniugs from | had nothing 10 fear then, yet could not help|the homestead gained a capital house-keeper

this

But I have just been thinzing—who can
we find that will play the minister " exclaim-
ed Miss Warner N,

« Here is a dilemma " chimed ia the mil-
liner

‘Not in the least,” replied Gilbert; *1
have thought of that, already. My friend
Morris, who graduated with me at Yale Jast
year, is just the man. [lle looks a8 much
like a parson as if bred to the cloth—1 will
ride iato town in the morning, and let him
into our frolic.

There—now all is arranged. We must

give her a wedding dress, Gilbert, and that |

will cousole her for your loss,’ said Miss

Warner. 2
They walked toward the house, and found

Lida standing in the ball. She advanced to

the milliner, as she came in.

I am not well enough 1o work this afier-
noou —ean } go home V'

Oh, certainly! We cannof expect you to
think of a trade now,’ said the milliner, cast-
ing a glance of sly redicule at Miss War-
ner. ‘Mr. Gilbert, of course, will see you
home’

The blood burned in Lida’s cheek but
she answered, with guiet digniy, that she
wished 10 see her notber alone.

Then she is not out washing to-day 7 iu-
quired the millgr, with another covert look

{ trembling all the time

Be kind to my child, said the washerwo- |

‘mln, gently; when I was warried to her fa-
| ther, he was prosperous, happy and proud as
{you are. He died and left me in porverty. |
‘His child has never heard a harsh word be |
neath this humble rool—be geutle 1o her, as|
I have been. !

The old woman sat down, and Lending
her head began to smooth the folds of her-
faded silk dress, and thus she tried 10 con-
ceal the tears that her own words had un-
locked.

Gilbert di¢ not answer, but his cheek
turned a shade paler, and he bent s eyes
| almost sternly on the two females who had
’nrgcd him into his present embarrassing po-
| sition,
|  The young student arose. [Ie had been
wisely chosén by the plotters, for never
was clerical dignity more thoroughly put
jon. He looked serious and earnest enmough
{10 have deceived more suspictous persons
than Lida and her honest hearted mother. '
He pronounced the cerémony with impres-|
sive solemnity—sou impressive hat Miss
Warner and lrer compaunien could hardly:
| suppress (heir laughter at his successful act-
o

Fhe young couple sat down. Lida, pale,
confuscd and trembling ; but Gilbery sat o- '
tionless, aud with his eyes bent steadfastly on!

| .
|the two females who were a little nearer the

in the washerwoman, and the most lovely,
joyous and warm Learied luttle
you ever saw, when it received, ou: Lida.

mistiress

An honest Woman.—A New ().lem.srp'n-
per says, that soon afier the Treasurer of
Mississipp: fled, his wife called ou the Gov-

lernor of the State and delivered 296,000 in

gold-and Treasury notes, with'a parcel con-
Lziging State Bounds: Here is avother iu-
siafice of the superior lronesty of the gentler
sex. Doubtless thrat wife persuaded the dis-

| honest man, for the saké of lis family’s re-

petatiou, 10 leave his booty

Lusus Natura.—A hen, belonging to
Benj. Gallaway, Esq., of Weuikley county,
Tennessee, was somietime ago bitten by a
rattlesnake, but by proper attention, the
wound was cired However, sirange 0 tel ;
we are informed that every egg laid smice that
tine by this ltew has & picture of a rattle-
snuke represented upon the sirell.  Mr. Gal-
trway, who s afraid 10 use these eggs 1 the
l‘;nnl_», has kept them, and witl with plea-
sure exhibit them to the inspection of the in
credulous.—[Ahills Pt. lierald.

To. Raise good Radiskes —Take pure
gand, some depth from thie surface, or pure
earth below where it hias been tilled or mow-
ed, of sea sand washed by the waves, —make

at Gulbert and his companion. - & {a bed in the garden, six or eight iuches deep
Lida could not understand the low malice door. They were whispering together. Miss| . 4 . big as you please: in this sow your

of the quesiion, so she answered quietly,! Warner seemed siriving 10 suppress her iy | radish seed, aud they will grow well withour

that her mother was atbome, aund Icfi the ! clinativn to mirth till proper time,aud a sight| 0 o aie roe from worms : —we have
roke from the mlili- f :

in the hall, and both were laughing as they ! party, when they went toward the miiliuer’s, giggle now and then

work-room.
The uext morniii the « sherwoman was
at oar house very early—sie wished W con-

sult with those who had been kind friends to] tasie a drop, but she fouched her lips to the
her, regarding the strange proposal which hu"

daughter had received. Mr Gilbert had bewo
at her bouse the night before, she said, and
everything was settled for a wedding on the
next evenmyg but ope. Of course no opi-
won could be given afier affairs bad gooe so

tar ; so consenting that the children migi)ing

come 10 see Lida on her wedding day, vur mo-;

i
ther allowed the the kind woman 10 depnn'

without expressing any of the misgivings that
beset her own mind.

Mr. Gilbert drove by our hoose daring the
afternvon, and took the New Haven road.—
The second doy from that we were permited
to vi the st woman’s house, behind
Cas '« Rock.

It wias 4 bright day, and the little house
lovked neat aud cheerfal as we approached it,
Ih.'ough a foot pllh cHl acrosgs 3 |||e.dow'z'\'".
den with butter cups an® motted lities. 7.ida
,‘"5&“'""{“'2 flovery from a little yard which
surrounded .0 door in her dvielling, and in
a fe moments we were busy as hersell ga-
ws from the medow, and wild

. h 0 on r| shaitas 3
carnestness, that she arose, lied | that concealed per f-ce. ering ‘
little straw cottaze, ' and was ready to attend ! . | honeysu kle fror ¢ tocks, which we bro't
them lons befare Miss Smuth m2d¢ apr ap. ! Gilbert approached with 3 %oiseless tread, i down i armstu! and beaped on the door-step

¢ - e = L4 . 2 2 .
i and gently taking one of the hands from her | reacy for use

}"?)Yl. ce
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| ser at the exquisile suceess of their joke
The washerwomun arose and brought
Lida could 'not

| forth the cake and wine.

| glass, while Gilbret drained his to the bot-
tomr. The millier war compelled to set
her wine oo a table, 10 conceal the laughter
which shook ber' hand—while Miss Warneér
gracefully drank to the bride

And now, said that the young lady, sett-
g down her glass, and dusting the crurubs
of cake from her white gloves, “ a5 our 3.
musements is over for-the evening, Lo will
return home, if you are ready, Mr, Gilber:’

Lida lifted her eyes almast i1, terror (o the
man whom she believed 10 pe het hasband,
whife the washerwom~q argse from her

seat aud looked Miss Warner keeuly in the
face.

You ne g not leok at me se voraciously,
20o0d v 6100 ¢1id the unfeeling girl; <l 1
b o teut Mr. Gilbert to Miss Lida here, it
twas for our mutual amdsement ; but play
cannot Jast forever, and as it 1s getling dark,

we must go home again.

Very mach delighted with our linle party,
chimed in Miss Simith ; if you ever get up a
wedding in carnest, this would be a delicate
paitern. I irust the bride will not feel so

!much exalted that she cannot come to her

tried it frequently, and uever failed —Rad-
ishes thar are grown very early in the season
are of slow growth, and inferior to those
grown after the weather is warm enough 1o
hasten them ; as the faster ihe growth, the
more tender, and the finer the fluvor.— Yun-
kee Farmer.

Shocl.ing and Disgraceful Outrage —Oa
Sunday evening last, the Rev. Joseph Dickey
munister of the 3d presbyteriam congregation
of Rathfriland, bed assembled his hearers i
the maeting-house for evening service, ant
whilein the sct of concluding bis sefuron the
report of a gun and the crashing of a wind »w
beside the pulpit were suddenly heard, wnd
the rev. gentleman was observed tostag ¢ &
fall, and, upon being lified up, it was fouwd
that a number 0" slugs hud entere ] both arms
passing across his bresst. A rush was in.
stantly made by the people 1o the owtsile «f
the house, with a view to secaring the assas-
sin ; bat owing tp the darkuess ol the nizh,
and the constigruation which ensued, haviing
for svme seconds held them as 1t were speh
bound, the miscieant escaped being discov-
ered. A part of the blazing wadding of the
gun was found on the window sill —Ulstar

“MS .

J ;
Freshets.—The rivers thioghout the Pro-

{ work i the moining

vince are swolen tc an unusal heigin.




