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THE RIGHT MAN IN THE RIGHT
PLACE,

Socrates, speaking of pulic men .and mat-
ters affecting the public welfare of nations,
gaid; and with eonsiderable truth, that ¢ the
bappiest mortals were those whose own af-
fairs'kept them ' fully occupied, and who
could get through life without being called
upon to intermeddle in affairs of state, but
that those only whe took upon themselves
the barden of legislation or some other pub-

lic work, deserved well of their fellow-crea- |-

tures.” - We are not prepared to go quite so
far as the Grecian - philosopher, for in these
modern times it sesms to be not impossible
for men, who would mot come within the
abovs category, to be worthy of the esteem
and praise of their neighbors. : In colonies,
however, it must be acknowledged that those
who voluntarily take a part in building up
the general presperity of their country and
lend their aid to frame laws for the mainten=
ance of order and the preservation of good
govaﬂ_iq;e'nt' in 'the land, are ‘the men whose
. tory will be: connected.

active_strife

seek, alone, the goed - of their fellow-citizens,
and sacrifice their own leisure and ease with
the sole aim of assisting to establish and pro-
mote commercial prosperity of their country,
influenced by the voice of their friends, who,
sensible of the qualities which have proved
successtul in private business, invite them to
take part in public affairs. Some ui the best
men ‘in all ages have entered into political
life without, at the outset, any ®mbitien be-
yond that of doing good. @thers there are
who, in whataver station their lot may be
cast, are never free from the promptings of
ambition to distinguish themselves, and
whatever they are called upon to do, must be
‘done in the front ranks, Such men usually
make good soldiers, but are not always able
tacticians, and their success in politics will
mainly depend upon the course which they
adept at the ontset of their public career.
Few men who have taken up politics to satisfy
the cravings of ambitien, can take an nn-
biassed view of public affairs. A party
spirit is infused into all their actions, which
influences their whole life, and it mainly de-
pends upon the party to whieh they attach
themselves, whether or not the course of
their publje life shall be beneficial to the
country. Some fow there are who enter into
public life as an adjunct to theirprivate busi-
ness, and with a view to their own aggran-
disement. " It is not a necessary consequence
that these ‘‘ adventurers in political science”
ehould make bad law-givers. The identity
of théir own interests with these of the coun-
try in which they live, will in general keop
them from going very far from wrong ; but
their views are frequuently cramped and con-
fined. The public weal, if not in heir own
opinion, subservient te their own private in-
terest, is 80 intimately connected with it, that
they will not readily acknowledge the sound-
ness of any politieal views which seem to
their narrow imagination to militate against
their own individual interests.

In all yonng eoies, thosa who are econ-
nected in business with the country of their
adeption, and -who have sufficient interest
jo its prosperity, to make the public
welfare of as much consequence, to
them as is the commeroial prosperity of Eng-
land to those whose lives have been asso-
ciated with her public affairs since . the
commencement of their political eareer, are
those who sheuld be sought out by their
fellow-citizens to watch over their interests
in the affairs of - State, and in legislating for
the good government of the comntry. Men
who have some stake in the country and

some  property, whieh identifies them with

the' land on which they are resident, are

the proper persons to nndertake the direction
of public affairs. Great orators do not
always make great statesmen,and ia colonial
parliaments practical men of business, who
can express their views elearly and unhesi-
tatingly, are of more use in carrying on'the
business of the country tban men of brilliant
talent. ~We require “in our legislators much
plodding industry and a quick perception ef
ideas, rather than ambitious political views.
At present, with only .a small number of
public men proportionate to our population,

sectional divisions of ‘parties, There can be
t those who represent the people

take care that, sofar as it is possible for them
to arrange it, the best men shall make their
laws. We have three gentlemen at praseat be-
fore us, let the electors of Victoria study well
their-addresses; and their antécedents ; two
efthem are tried public servants, judging
them by the popular standard we will not
resume to say that either of them deserve
therwise than well of thejr fellow-citizens.
In the present House of Assembly the pres-
esce of a Liberal member of decided and

| known opinions, and who boldly expresses his

views is much'to be desired—no vacillation
on main questions can be tolerated. The
Liberal party. -have a good candidate before
them, and ‘we dcubt not that the electors will
show him their appreciation of his views, and
of hie'eonduct ‘as a member of the first muni-
cipal Council when the polling day arrives.
ORCHARDING.

Epiror Britisa CoLoNisT—SiIr :—If one
may judge by the latge quantity of fruit that
is brought into, this market from Washing-
ton Territory, California, and ‘other: places,
and the ready sale it meets with at fair pri-
ces, orcharding offers one of the best ‘and
most certain investments that can engage
the attention - of .either the landholder or
farmer of this or the neighboring colony. Our
soil and climate are the native home ef many
of the choicest fruits. The apple, pear,
plum and cherry, flourish most laxzuriantly,
both here and in the. sister colony, and no-
der a judicious. system of planting there can
be no doubt ae good returns can be obt.aiged

0~

“Hourish hev. The spriest.in

atd when planted agaiast the rocks in well
chosen situations jt will. preve, like - the
peach, bighly prolific. The hardy kinds of
grapes will answer also planted on the lower
parts of the south side of the Yocke, but care
should be taken to keep the canes fastened
down close to the fage of the rocks and open
to the sun’s direct rays. The Lawton black-
berry is famous with our American friends as
an excellent and profitable fruit, producing
extraordinary. large crops of fine-sized berries
and continuing ito bear for several weeks, in-
tervening between the raspberry and the enr-
rant and larger fruits. The general prolific-
ness and superior quality of the fruits culti-
vated in these celonies render them eminently
suited for making preserves.. The  chief
difficulty that the intending orchardist has
to guard against is the purchasing of inferior
varieties of trees. Unfortunately, at present,
we have no established nurseries. for him to
procure reliable stock from. Quantities of
the imporied trees are unreliable, both as to
name and quality, and in some instances
they are but seedlings or improperly grafted
kinds, the fruit of such generally will prove
scarcely better than the wild stock, or - crab.
The vexation, together with the loss of time
and money resulting to the buyer of such
plants can be guarded against by purchasing
only from men of known skill and integrity.
The thanks of all lovers of fruits -are due to
that excellent connoisseur, Mr. Pritchard, for
importing last season o fine and choice a
gollection of fruit trees into this colony.
J. CrayTox,
James Bay Nursery.

THE CANDIDATES AND THE ALIEN
¢ * QUESTION.

Epiror Bririsa CoLonist—S8ir :—1 amr
very sorry it has so happened that we are
obliged te go through all the “excitement of
another election, bat as we have no choice in
the matter, we had as well'roll up our slegves

the field. Mr. Franklia.is -quite sound on
the subject of our free port; he will also
support liberal mining laws ; he is stronglyin
favor of upholding the Mayor and Council;
the next good thing he intends to do for us
is to support a-very liberal. school system ;
listen ! I hope he does. net intend to support it
in the way he did during the term in which
he speaks of having served us faithfully. = Mr.
Searby undertakes to do a great many good
things for us if we will only return him. I
have no doubt but that Mr. Searby would
make 8 geod worker if he should be returned.
Mr. Welch, the active wiry Mr. Welch,
who moves about like a man of business—he
too will do as much as the nes#t, “or any
other man,” if returned. Now, Mr. Editor,
it would be thought, after somuch has been
said with regard to aliens within the last six
weeks, both in Parliament aod through the
newspapers, that these gentlemen would
have said something (if for co other purpese
than a bid for votes) about us poor devils who
have been so unfortunate as to be born in a
foreign. land, for which cause eour rights are
to be limited. Now let me ask, do these gen-
tlemen, under tbe circomstances. think it,

them declare themselves openly on this sub-
ject? AN ALIEN,

Victoria, January 16th.

we aré_Happily ‘not divided ;ioto any great

is the best for the public good. It is, nevar. |
theless, very important that the publisshould.

' count ? 1o’ conntries muc
: e

8 “bears, ‘even as a standard,

and piteh in. ‘We Have three candidates in-

‘would be manly in us to support them? Let’

OPENING OF THE UAMPAIGN.
raots to the vacant seat for the cily,
mined not to let the grass grow ol
feet iin the race for the prize.
Franklin, as will be seen .in ago
our eolumns, fires the first shot, and B4
the advantage, being the first i -: 8.

Mr. Fraoklin alludes toiis three ygars pre-
vious services in the House, as: to the

natare of which he refers the glestors, not
to the reports of the day, but to th# recerds
of the House (rather difficult of acc@s. to the
majority of the electors!): -He plediges him~
self to advoeete the continuance of the Free
Port; liberal miniag laws, a new Incor-
poration. Act, a liberal ; school ¢ system,

ad, last | but  not  least, th

10

tainly bave more weight, did he
his' views :by practical example. ~He

cludes by takiv an independent'stalhl; irres-
peotive of party. Mr. Searby alsolnnoun-
ces his intention of offering’ himself; and Was
sent ‘us in hia address for publieation; but
unfortunately; too late for this days issue ;
it will appear ‘to-morrow moruing. - Several
other ‘gentlem>n ‘are spoken’ of ‘a8 likely
to stand, but have npot 8§ yet
publicly declares their . inteations.. Mr.
W. J. McDonald has been golicited by
his friends ‘to0' eome forward, but - declines.
Mr: Yates, who has also been' spoken of, is
not_ likely to offer himself, - Mr. Trouace’s
name . has. likewise. appeared .as & probable
candidate; but we understand he hasuo in-
tention ‘of ‘running. There will ‘probably be
fout or five in the field, and the ‘election is
congequently likely. to. be rather.ag exciting .
one. - :

y o ’ - ik £
REVISION OF THE VOTERS' ‘ZIST,
Vicroara, V. I, fandar y 18th, 1854,

Epriror  Brrrisa Conosrn—Sii:-‘-—me
remarks in to-day’s issue ef both'eurdeading
journals it would seem that there ig‘consider—
able deubt as to whether or mot electorsy who
have this year for the first time fegistered
their claims. to yote, will be allowed to exer—
cisetheir franchise at 'the coming élection.

‘In a country like this, where there'is little if

any such thing as-party feeliog, sad where,
it is to be hoped, corruption has not as yet
been. introdnced or is likely to-be; ‘to secure
the return of members fo the Legislature of
the colony, there id no'temptation to register.
bogus votes. But ever if a few parties may
have done 80, would it be at all just to forbid
a large number of .properly qualified voters
the exergise of their privileges ‘on that ac-

‘elder is and

: d at .the polls’ r“t‘t{ei'rp
out of the returne- on the produe
clusive .'evidénce of their disg
Canriot the.same be done here ?

Kaowing, Mr. Editor, that you
vocate for liberal measures, | 1ake the liberty
of reguesting -thai you will find*a:gorner for
this in your -valuable paper. ¥

v A Wonn.

War Between England and the Unﬁa& States
Qur country safe.

Eprror BririsuCoronisT—Sir :, Some peo-
ple seem to think that,;if this war should aver
occur, Jonathan would try to annex Victoria
to his dominions. Let us invesligate the
matter,and see whether there is any preba-
bility of his doing any such thing. Jonathan
bas a very peculiar hobby of his ‘03 for mak-
ing money, and we don’t often figd him en-
gaged in any speculation unless he.e “ipgke
something out of it. He don’t gfg':! t his
ewn nose off to spite his. face; bésides, he
bas ‘now all the best land there ig on this
coast, and why should he waps thig ¥ fag
eud,” as it is ealled? Why, he would be
deemed a real hog for his pains,and the par-
ties who did it would be sbunned by all true
Americans as a disgrace to their country.
Then agais—Jonathan raises more produce
on the neighboring coast than he wants ; and
here he has a ready moncy market for the
overplus, But let him join Victoria to the
States and away would. go eur free-port, otr
commerce would dwindle to a.mere trifle,
and we would want none of his produce;
that he would] have] to keep %o Iook at;
for he would have no other market to go
to, because he wonld have killed the goose
which laid him the golden eggs.. Hence it
seems to my mind a very ungrofitable specu-
‘lation for him, and it appears ?IZ unlikely
to take place. .. e BrssELL,

: '1:1;17>,A;.'v;.iin le}s'rmu.-—jlf is:@ noticeable
fact that the three:gentlemen who have so-
licited the suffrages of the voters™a:the com-
ing election, have carefully abstained in their
addresses from any allusion: to  the alien
question. - Why, may we enquire, this reti-
cence on' a sabject of ‘such importance, and
which'will so materially affeet the position of
the candidates at the poll ? We regard this
as a test -question -which ‘will, in
great -measure, govern the: eleetion; and
it would ‘have saved muo!’; © trouble
and exhibited a greater degree, of ingénuous-
ness, had the aspiraats to legislayive honors,
-whilé expounding their views g{a arln.o of the
leading questions of the day, stated fairly and
candidly their convictions on this head in-
stead of allowing doubts to srise’ and their
opinions to be publicly ch.'allen;{od. . We.
know nothing of the sentiments entertained
by the other two gentlemen, but of Mr.
Searby we believe we are warranted in stat-
ing that he is undeubtedly in favor of the
principle of all aliens after a cerlain’ term of
residence being admitted, upon iaking the
oath of allegiance, to_equal'rights and privi-
leges with . British-born ‘subjests. “Of the
peried of residence which shanld gualify
foreign residents, we ‘must 'leave Mr. Searby
himself to speak. »

{8 corner pi

}it, after the survey, and’ pointing to’the sec-

- | action,"and also particalars of« the physical

trenchment could be fairly expected with a

service.

COMMTTEE ON CROWN LANDS,

Fripasy; Jan, 16th,

Committee met at 11:30, a. m. Members
present—The Chairman and Messrs. DeCos-
mos and Duncan.

_George McKenzie, farmer, Esquimalt dis
trict, examined : — By Mr. Duncan— Had
been on this island fifteen years; had applied
for land at the Land Office  five years ago ;
got Mr. Homfray to sarvey 100 acres of land
for me ; applied at the Land Office for the
land ; Mr. Pemberton told me to wait till the
land was cheaper ; I went several times for
this land with: the ‘money to pay forit; at
last he told me I eould not get it as it was
sold ; the land was not sold when I first ap-
plied;; when I went the third time, he told
me it was gold ; he told me he would pick out

— =

year ending the 3lst of December, 1864.
2.”The 'usual “abstracts of the accounts’ of
the receipts and expenditnre for the year
ended 31st December, 1863, are now in aclive
preparation aund will be submitted to you.in
the course of a few days, but, as I am ealled
away for a short period to the neighboring
colony of British Columbia, I now forward

Colonial Secretary to preseat such abstracis .
to the House so soon as they may be ‘com-
pleted, which arrangement 1 tfust: will'bs

any unnecessary delay in the consideratiop
of the proposed sérvices for the current year.
I have the honor to'be, '~ °

_somewhere.else; for me when

thus puttiog me off; T did not gee thi

which this land was laid down ; the land 1
wanted is sold wow; I'do not koow the
owner ; 1am positive Mr. Pemberton told me
the land was net sold when I first applied ;
it is.a good piece of land ; felt  disappointed
at not getting the Jand ; I bave no idea who
was the purchaser of “the land ; I have net
made any other similar application. -

By Mr. DeCosmos—Mr. Homfray surveyed
the land for me about five years ago—in 58
or ’59,

By the Chair~1 saw the map in the Land
Office when T first dpplied ' for the land ; ‘the
word ““gold” ‘was not marked on the map
on ‘the land T wanted’; ' Mr. - Homfray was
down surveying “io . Eéquimalt - district
at the time, and living at the' mills with me;
Mr. Homfray surveyed the section'; T* did
not pay ‘him ;' T'came .to - Mr. Pemberton for

tion I wanted oo the map, asked him.if. it
werg 80ld ; he told me. it was not; I asked
bim why I,could not get the Jand ; he told
me I'bhad" better wait; I offered te pay the
full price of the land, down, at £1 per acre,
and also. offered to pay it by regular instal-
menis, bat-be would not receive either ; I ap-
plied: three or:four different times ; the last
time, he told me the land was sold ; T have
no ides who' bought the land; I then ook
the piece of land I now occupy; It is.abost
a mile from the Jand I first wanted ;'1 donot
know the number of thesecticn T first ‘usked
for’;" T had it at the time, aid sheéwed it on
the map to Mr. Pemberton; It hink it was part
of the land of which Mr.Dallas! afterwards;
became the purchaser ; I do not-know of any
person having purchased lots adjoining the
one I wanted. ° ol
Comuittee adjourned till Mooday next.

SUPREME COURT.
BRFORE OHIZP JUSTICR JAMBRON,
AR NG gy ,_;i}- 0/

o Turo oo .
alleged fraud he had pleaded to plaintiff's

impossibility pleaded by him in bar to the
plaintifi’s action. The case was one of .con-
siderable importance, involving $2,500; and
was argued by Mr. McCreight, instructed by
Bishop for plaintiff, and Mr. Wood by Green
for defendant. A host of authorities were
cited, and the learned judge - reserved his
judgment on the present application. The case
is set down for trial at the February Assizes.

‘THE ESTIMATES. '

The Estimates for the servic: of the yesr
ending the 31st December, 1864 were yester-
day transmitted fo the House of - Assembly,
and we are enabled te lay them before our
readers this morning. The monthly abstracts
of receipt and expenditure huve not yet been
prepared, but the detailed estimates now
given to the House will give the reader a
tolerably correct idea of what will be required
to meet the civil list of the ensuing year.
The estimates have of couse been framed

frgm the experience of pust years, and there
is no great' novelty in the list to which we
need call attention. Under the heads of the
Secretariat, the Treasury, and the TLand
Office, we find the heayiest items in the civil
departments, but we cannot see that any re-

‘due regerd to the efficieney of the public
We .do not find that the esti-
mates for the judicial’ department is based
on the' suggestion given by the Duke of New-
castle for the Colonial Civil List, are we to
suppose from this that there is to be no change
in the judicial establishment 2 The estimate
for the officers of the SBupreme Court is ot in
our opinion: high enough’; $2,500 will not
provide a sufficient staff to carry on the work
without causing great delay and consequent
inconvenience. to the public,  and when we
see that items seven and eight in ‘the abstract
of heads of revénue, and which consist of fines,
forfeitnres and  tees of office, amount to
$13,000, it gives rise to the idea that the of-
ficials in  the judicial department of the pub-
lic wervice where. the fees ameunt to more
than in any other separate department,might
be fairly remunerated more in proportion to
the fees collected. in their effice. A large
item ocours under the head of administration
of justice, for the expense of prosecntionl,
which are set down at $1,250 ; this fully bears
out the last presentment of the Grand Jury
with reference to the expense  entailed upon
the colony by reason of numerons cases being
sent up for trial by the stipendiaty magistrate
which might be decided by him. The re-
venue is in a decidedly satisfactery state, and
as comdpgud with previous years, the increase
is'steady although moderate.

MESSAGE WITH THE ESTIMATES

Below we give the message of His Exeel-
lency to the House of Assembly, sending down
the estimates for 1864 :—

To the Honble, the Speaker and Gentlemen of
the Leguslative Assembly:—

GENTLEMEN, {
I have the honor to lay before you, here-

.« ROBERT B

laintiff with partiulars of the'|

Gentlemen, -7 L
X obe

THE CHAMBER OF, COMMERCE O
THE BANK NOTE QUESTION.

The following petition (although it is hardly
drawn up in that form) was read in the House
of Assembly yesterday .by -Mr. Burnaby,
President of the Chamber :

To the Honorable the Members of the Legisla-
tive Assembly of Vancouver Island :—

The humble petition of the undersigned,.
members of the Vietoria Chamber of ‘Com—
merce showeth :

That your petitioners regarding the ques-
tion now before. your honorable House rela-
tive to the proper regulation and restriction
of the issue of paper movey ' by ' houses pur-
porting to be: banking establishmients; ds one
of vital ,importance to the welfare of -the
colony, wonld beg respectfully 1o submit the
following for tne consideration’ of your honor-
able body:

That'in their opinion ‘it must be. inexpe-
dient in the present state of this colony to
make a statute definilely masaging the bank-
ing business, )
That it should be compalsory upon all ger—-
0ms-OF ‘companies desirons 'of issuing Dank: -
notes or: paper: money in: this colony, to first
obtain a charter froi the Imperial.or. Colonial
Legislature granting such privilege,upon such.:
terms and conditions and wnder such guards -
aod restriotions as the Legislatare may from -
time to time prescribe.

That juo order to protect the public againsts
avy illega] ‘or dangerous issue of bank notesr
or paper morey by unauthorized persons or
companies, your honorable body is respect-
fully  requested te pass immediately a bil}
forbidding under heavy penalties such issue,
except by banks having such privilege under
an Imperial or coloniaFchnrter.

Apd your petitioners will evar pray.

ABY, Pres. C. C., and 24

r

: port {was  réad
cousidered eatistactory  was adept
following reoommgpdutiotﬁ were also >
to be. carried out, viz.: Thas Robert Bur~:
naby, Esq., M. P., have full power granted’
bim to treat with any Eoglish Company for-
cartying on the “work: with ‘British cepital.
‘It was forther resolved. to proseecute presens
operations to a fuller development. ' Robers -
Burpaby was re-elected President, and the
same Directors with Fras. H. Kingston were
installed in “office..” Robert George, the ac~
tive and energetic: Secretary, was also re=
elected, and P, M. Backus -having resigned
the office of treasurer, it was agreed that the .
Baok of British - Columbia be requested to
undertake those ' duties. We look forward
with confidence, to -the result of Mr. Bur-
naby’s visit to Eogland and doubt not that
he will be su:cessful in enlisting the aid and
co—-operation of Eoglish capitalists. The.
shareholders of the Queen' Charlotte Com-
pany, ocertainly deserve the thanks: of the-
commupity . for ‘what they have already
done. They not only took the initiative in,
copper mining in these colonies but through.
good ‘report and evil report have steadily-
prosecuted their searehes for the lead, which-
in the opinion of all- practical miners exists.
in the neighborhood and must eventually be
struck. About two-thirds of the company’s
capital ($21,000), have been paid up and
expended; and althongh there is ample faith.
felt in the ultimate success of their labors te-
warrant further outlay in the development
of the mine, yet the available jfunds cannot
last beyond a certain limit and it will be by
the introduetion of foreign capital alone that
any great results can be accomplished.

The British Government has just.published
a “ Blue Book,” witli the 'title “ Statistical
Tables relating to Foreign: Countries,” from
which some interesting figures may be glean=
ed. It appears that Belgium has the densest
populatiob, 383 persens (0 the sqnare mile.—
England, without Wales, has 377 ; Wartem—
berg, 373 ; Holland, 280 ; Russia has but 10
persons to the square mile, and stands at the -
bottom of the list.  If we follow the list up, .
we find that Norway has 12 persons 10 the-
square mile ;° SBweden, 22 ; Greece, 56 (5
Spain, 89 ; Poland, 91 ; Moldavia, 100;; Por-
togal, 104 ; Denmark,119 ; Switzerland,161; -
szssia, 165 ; France, 176 ; and Brunsy

194. ;
In Prussia the marriages in a year are 1 in
every 106 of the population, and the births 1
in 24. In Russia the marriages are 1 in 111,
and the births 1i0 25. In Austria the mar-
riagesare 1 in' 117, and the births & in 24.
In Fraoce the marriages are Y in 122, and.

proportion of marriages is 1 in 123, and of
births 1 in 28—greatly different from France.
In Norway the proportion of marriagesis 1 in
124 ; in danover, 1 in 128;,in Holland and
Deomark, 1 in 129 ; in 8weden, 1 in 135; in
Spain, 1 in 141; in Bavaria, 1 in 160 ; and .
in Greece, only 1 in 174,

The Poles appear to be the most prolific -
people in Kurope, the births thers being 1 to..
every 23 of the population. In Wourtemburg |
the births are as 1in 26; 1'in 29 in Spain .
and Bavaria: 1 ia 30 in Belgium, Holland
gmd Norway; 1 in 32 in Sweden; 1 in 33
in Hanover, the Hanse Towns and Denmark -
1 in 34 in Greece.

with, the Estimates for the service of the

the detailed estimates of receipts snd ex-~
peoditure alone, and I have iostructed the .

4]

satisfactory to the. House, and serve 1o avoid :-

the births only 1 in 38. In England the :
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