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f| Opening of the Campaign.the proper persona to undertake the direction 
of public affairs, 
always make great statesmen,and in colonial 
parliaments practical men of business, who 
can express their views clearly and unhesi
tatingly, are of more use in carrying on the 
business ef the country than men of brilliant 
talent. We require in our legislators much 
plodding industry and a quick perception ef 
ideas,.rather than ambitious political views. 
At present, with only a small number of 
public men proportionate to our population, 
we are happily not divided ;into any great 
sectional divisions of parties. There can be 
no doubt that those who represent the people

■THE BRITISH COLONIST with, the Estimates for the service of the ", 
year ending the 31st of December, 1864.

2. The usual “abstracts of the accounts of 
the receipts and expenditure for the year 
ended 31st December, 1863, are now in active 
preparation and will be submitted to you ia 
the course of a few days, but, as I am called, 
away for a short period to the neighboring 
colony of British Columbia, I now forward 
the detailed estimates of receipts and ex
penditure alone, and I have instructed the 
Colonial Secretary to present such abstract», 
to the House so soon as they may be com
pleted, which arrangement 1 trust will be 
satisfactory to the House, and serve to avoid 
any unnecessary delay in the consideration 
of the proposed services for the current yeai„

I have the honor to: be,
Gentlemen,

Your obedient .Servant,

aspi—
Great orators do not r»Qta to the vacant seat for the ci(y^£.deter- 

mioed not to let the grass grad 
feet in the race for the prize.

COMMTTEE ON CROWN LANDS,
Friday, Jan. 15th. 

met at 11.30, a. m. Members 
present—The Chairman and Messrs. DeCos- 
moB and Duncan.

George McKenzie, farmer, Esquimalt dis 
triot, examined : — By Mr. Duncan— Had 
been on this island fifteen years ; had applied 
for land at the Land Office five years agn ; 
got Mr. Homfray to survey 100 acres of land 
for me ; applied at the Land Office for the 
land ; Mr. Pemberton told me to wait till the 
land was cheaper ; I went several times for 
this land with the money to pay for it ; at 
last he told me I could not get it as it was 
sold ; the land was not sold when I first ap
plied ; when I went the third time, he told 
me it was sold ; be told me he would pick out 
a corner piece somewhere else, for me when

thus putting me off; I did not see the rasp on 
which this land was laid down ; the land I 
wanted is sold now ; I do not know the 
owner ; I am positive Mr. Pemberton told me 
the land was net sold when I first applied ; 
it is a good piece of land ; felt disappointed 
at not getting the land ; I bave no idea who 
was the purchaser of the land; I have not 
made any other similar application. ■

By Mr. DeCosmos—Mr. Homfray surveyed 
the land for me about five years ago—io ’58 
or’59.

By the Chair—1 saw the map in the Land 
Office when I first applied for the land ; the 
word ‘‘sold” was not marked on the map 
on the land I wanted ; Mr. Homfray was 
down surveying in Esquimalt * district 
at the time, and living at the mills with 
Mr. Homfray surveyed the section ; I did 
not pay him ; Tcame to Mr. Pemberton for 
it, after the survey, and' pointing to the sec
tion I Wanted On the map, asked him if it 
were sold ; he told me it was not; I asked 
him why I could not get the land ; he told 
me I bad better wait ; I offered te pay the 
full price of the land, down, at £1 per acre,, 
and also offered to pay it by regular instal
ments. bat be would not receive either ; T ap
plied three or four different times ; the last 
time, he told me the land was sold ; I have 
no idea who bought the land; I than took 
the piece of land I now occupy ; It is aboit 
a mile from the land I first wanted ; I do not 
know the Dumber of the section I first asked 
for ; I had il at tbg time, aid shewed it on 
the Map to Mr. Pemberton; It hink it was part 
of the land of which Mr.Dallas! afterwards 
became the purchaser ; I do not know of any 
person having purchased lota adjoining the 
one I wanted.

Committee adjourned till Monday next.

SUPREME COURT, 
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Committee
Franklin, as will be seen in anothfrpart of 
our columns, fires the first shot, end 
the advantage, being the first *in the field. 
Mr. Franklin alludes to bis three yijprs pre
vious services in the House, ad to the 
nature of which he refers the electors, not 
to the reports of the day, but to tbi recards 
of the House (rather difficult of aecef* to the 
majority of the electors 1) He pledgee him
self to adrowte the continuance of the Free 
Port, liberal miniag laws, a new Incor- 
poration Act, a liberal school system, 
apd last but not least, the epceurage-
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THE CHAMBER OF COMATEPnT^O^”’ 
THE BANK NOTE QUESTION.

The following petition (although it is hardly 
drawn up in that form) was read in the House 
of Assembly yesterday by Mr. Burnaby, 
President of the Chamber :
Io the Honorable the Members of the Legisla

tive Assembly of Vancouver Island :—
The humble petition of the uudersigned,. 

members of the Victoria Chamber of 'Com
merce showeth :

_ That your petitioners regarding the ques
tion now before your honorable House rela
tive to .the proper regulation and restriction 
of the issue of paper money by houses pur
porting to be banking establishments, as one 
of vita) importance to the welfare of the 
colony, would, beg respectfully to submit the 
following for the consideration' of your honor
able body :
.That in their opinion it must be inexpe- ’ 

dient in tbe present slate ol this colony to 
make a statute definitely managing the bank
ing business.

That it should be compnlsory upon all per— ' 
sons or companies desirous of issuing! bank ' 
notes or paper money in this colony, to first 
obtain a charter from the Imperial or Colonial > 
Legislature granting such priviiege,upon such . 
tehris and conditions and ander such guards 
and restrictions as the Legislature may from • 
time to time prescribe.

That jo order to protect thé publie against s' 
any illegal or dangerous issue of bank noteer 
or paper money by unauthorized persona or 
companies, your honorable body is respect
fully requested te pass immediately a bill 
forbidding under heavy penalties such issue, 
except by banks having such privilege under 
an Imperial or colonial charter.

And your petitioners will ever pray. \
Robert Burnaby, Pres. G. C-, and 24 

othe»‘ ______ _ w*

L. P. Fibhrr Is onr.only authorized Agent lor the 
collecting of advertisements, etc.. In San Francisco.

is the best for tbe public good. It is, never
theless, very important that the public should 
take care that, so far as it is possible for them 
to arrange it, the best men shall make their 
laws. We have three gentlemen at present be
fore us, let tbe electors of Victoria study well 
their addresses, and their antecedents ; two 
efthem are tried public servants, judging 
them by the popular standard we will not 

resume to say that either of them deserve 
tberwise than well of thejr fellow-citizens. 

In the present House of Assembly the pres
ence of a Liberal member of decided and 

.known opinions, and who boldly expresses hie 
views is each to be desired—no vacillation 
on main questions can be tolerated. The

althon
tainly have more weight, did be, enforce 
hie views by practical example, 
eludes by taking an independent-! 
peotive of party. Mr. Searby al 
oes his intention of- offering himself, and has 
sent us in bis address for publication, but 
unfortunately,-too late for this day’s issue ; 
it will appear to-morrow morumg. Several 
other gentlem?n are spoken of -as likely 
to stand, bnt have not as yet
publicly declared their intentions. Mr.
W. J. McDonald has been Solicited by 
his friends to eome forward, but declines. 
Mr. Yates, who has also been spoken of, is 
not likely to offer himself. Mr. Trouoce’s 
name has likewise appeared as a probable 
candidate, but we understand he baa no in
tention of running. There will probably be 

, four or five in the field, and the ejection is
Liberal party have a good candidate before consequently likely to be rather an exciting 
them, and we denbt not that the elector* will one. 
show him their appreciation of his views, and 
of bis conduct as a member of the first muni
cipal Council when the polling day arrives.
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ITHE RIGHT MAN IN THE RIGHT 
PLACE,

Socrates, speaking of pulic men and mat
ters affecting the public welfare of nations, 
said, and with considerable truth, that “ the 
happiest mortals were those whose own af- 
fairs kept them fully occupied, and who 
could get through life without being called 
upon to intermeddle in affairs of state, but 
that those only who took upon themselves 
the burden of legislation or some other pub
lic work, deserved well of their fellow-crea
tures.” We are not prepared to go quite so 
far as the Grecian philosopher, for in these 
modern times it seems to be not impossible 
for men, who,would not come within the 
above category, to be worthy of the esteem 
and praise of their neighbors. In colonies, 
however, it must be acknowledged that those 
who voluntarily take a part in building up 
the general prosperity of their country and 
lend their aid to frame laws for the mainten
ance ol order and the preservation of good 
government in the land, are the men whose 
names io Store history will be connected 
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REVISION OF THE VOTERS' LIST.
Victoria, V. I., iy lith, 1834.

Editor British Colonist—,9r4:—From 
remarks in to-day’s issue ef both ear leading 
journals it would seem that there $e consider
able denbt as to whether or eot electors; who 
have this year for the first time registered 
their claims to vote, will be allowed to exer
cise tbeir franchise at the coming élection. 
In a country like this, where there')» little if 
any such thing as party feeling, gad where, 
it is to be hoped, corruption has not as yet 
been introduced or is likely to be, to secure 
tbe return of members to the Legislature of 
tbe colony, there is no temptation to register 
bogus votes. But evert if a few parties may 
have done so, would it be at all just to forbid 
a large number of properly qualified voters 
the exercise of their privileges on that ac
count ? In countries much elder than this and 
whose population is much' greater, It is not 
considered necessary that those wboihave a

Q
■ H
Q ORCHARDING.

Editor British Colonist—Sir :—If one 
may judge by tbe large quantity of frnit that 
is brought into, this market from Washing
ton Territory, California, and other places, 
and the ready sale it aseets with at fair pri
ces, orcharding offers one of the best and 
most certain investments that can engage 
the attention • of either the landholder or 
farmer of this or the neighboring colony. Our 
soil and climate are the native home ef many 
of the choicest fruits. The apple, pear, 
plum and cherry, flourish most luxuriantly, 
both here and in the sister colony, and un
der a judicious system of planting there can 
be no doubt as good returos can be obtained 
from orchards in thie Island and ^British Co
lumbia as from any part ef tbe neighboring
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?ho are induced to leave the 

ctfarertref -private life to lake m part in the
active strife and turmoil of politics. Seme 
seek, alone, the good of their fellow-citizens, 
and sacrifice their own leisure and ease with 
the sole aim of assisting to establish and pro
mote commercial prosperity of their country, 
influenced by the voice of their friends, who, 
sensible of the qualities which have proved 
successful in private business, invite them to 
take part in public affairs. Some of the best 
men in all ages have entered into political 
life without, at the outset, any Smbitien be
yond that of doing good. Others there are 
who, in whatever station their lot may be 
cast, are never free from the promptings of 
ambition to distinguish themselves, and 
whatever they are called npon to do, must be 
done in tbe front ranks. Such men usually 
make good soldiers, but are not always able 
tacticians, and their snccess in politics will 
mainly depend upon the course which they 
adept at the outset of tbeir public career. 
Few men who have taken up politics to satisfy 
the cravings ot ambition, can take an un
biassed view of public affairs. A par'y 
spirit is inlmsad into all their actions, which 
influences their whole life, and it mainly de
pends upon the party to which they attach 
themselves, whether or not the coarse of 
their publie life shall be beneficial to the 
country. Some few there are who enter into 
public life as an adjunct to their private busi
ness, and with a view to their own aggran
disement. It is not a necessary consequeace 
that these “ adventurers in political science” 
should make bad law-givers. The identity 
of théîr own interests with these of the coun
try in which they live, will in general keep 
them from going very far from wrong ; but 
their views are frequuently cramped and con
fined. The public weal, if not in .their own 
opinion, subservient te their own private in 
tereet, ie so intimately connected with it, that 
they will not readily acknowledge the sound
ness of any political views which seem to 
their narrow imagination to militate against 
their own individual interests.

only obee that flourish here. The aprieet in 
eome situations bears, even as a standard, 
and when planted agaiset tbe rocks in well 
chosen situations it will prove, like tbe 
peach, highly prolific. The hardy kinds of 
grapes will answer also planted on the lower 
pans of the south side of the Yockr, but care 
should be taken to keep tbe canes fastened 
down close to the face of the rocks ànd open 
to tbe sun’s direct rays. The Lawton black
berry is famous with our American friends as 
an excellent and profitable frnit, producing 
extraordinary large crops of fine-sized berries 
and continuing «to bear for several weeks, in
tervening between the raspberry and tbe ear- 
rant and larger fruits. The general prolific
ness and superior quality of the fruits culti
vated in these colonies render them eminently 
suited for making preserves. The chief 
difficulty that the intending orebardist has 
to guard against is the purchasing of inferior 
varieties of trees. Unfortunately, at present, 
we have no established nurseries for him to 
procure reliable stock from. Quantities ol 
the imported trees are unreliable, both as to 
name and quality, and in some instances 
they are but seedlings or improperly grafted 
kinds, the fruit of such generally will prove 
scarcely better than tbe wild stock, or crab. 
The vexation, together with the loss of time 
and money resulting to the buyer of such 
plants can be guarded against by purchasing 
only from men ef known skill and integrity. 
Tbe thanks of all lovers of fruits are due to 
that excellent connoisseur, Mr. Pritchard, for 
importing last season so fine and choice a 
Collection of fruit trees into this colony.

J. Clayton,
__________James Bay Nursery.

THE CANDIDATES AND THE ALIEN 
• QUESTION.

Editor British Colonist—Sir :—I am 
very sorry it has so happened that 
obliged te go through all the excitement of 
another election, but ae we hate bo choice in 
the matter, we had as well roll up our sleeves 
and piteh in. We have three candidates in- 
the field. Mr. Franklin is quite sound on 
the subject of our free port ; he will also 
support liberal mihing laws ; he is strongly in 
favor of upholding the Mayor and Council; 
the next good thing he intends to do for ns 
is to support* a very liberal school system ; 
listen ! I hope he does not intend to support it 
in the way he did daring the term in which 
he speaks ol having served us faithfully. Mr. 
Searby undertakes to do a great many good 
things lor as if we will only return him. I 
have no doubt but that Mr. Searby would 
make a geod worker if he should be returned. 
Mr. Welch, the active wiry Mr. Welch, 
who moves about like a man of business—he 
too will do as much as the uest, " or any 
other man,” if returned. Now, Mr. Editor, 
it would be thought, after so much has been 
said with regard to aliens within the last six 
weeks, both in Parliament and through the 
newspapers, that these gentlemen would 
have said something (if for co other purpose 
than a bid for votes) about us poor devils who 
have been so unfortunate as to be born in a 
foreign land, for which cause ear rights are 
to be limited. No.w let me ask, do these gen
tlemen, under tbe circumstances, think it, 
would be manly in us to support them ? Let’ 
them declare themselves openly on this sub
ject f An Alibn.

Victoria, January 16th.

fluence the erections they riWjFl 
challenged at the polls or their niflj 
but of the returns on the pro'dactiqfc 
elusive . evidence of their disqutt 
Cannot the,same be done here? • "1 

Knowing, Mr. Editor, that you aie ah ad
vocate for liberal measures, 1 take tbe liberty 
of requesting tbai you will find-a corner for 
this in your valuable paper.

i struck 001 foro'shroe plaintif with particulars orthe 
of cop- allege*1 fraud be bad pleaded to plaintiff’s 

action,And also particulars of- the physical 
impossibility pleaded by him in bar to the 
plaintiff’s action. The case was one of .con
siderable importance, involving $2,500, and 
was argued by Mr. McCreight, instructed by 
Bishop for plaintiff, and Mr. Wood by Green 
for defendant. A host of authorities were 
cited, and the learned judge reserved his 
judgment on the present application. The case 
is set down for trial at the February Assizes.

THE ESTIMATES.
The Estimates for the servie ; of the year 

ending the 31st December, 1864 were yester
day transmitted to the House of Assembly, 
and we are enabled te lay them before onr 
readers this morning. The monthly abstracts 
of receipt and expenditure have not yet been 
prepared, but the detailed estimates now 
given to the House will give the reader a 
tolerably correct idea o: what will be required 
to meet the civil list of the ensuing year. 
Tbe estimates have of coutse been framed 
frtjm the experience of past years, and there 
is no great novelty in the list to which we 
need call attention. Under the heads of the 
Secretarial, the Treasury, and tbe Land 
Office, we find the heaviest items in the civil 
departments, but we cannot see that any re
trenchment could be fairly expected with a 

‘due regsrd to the efficiency of the public 
service. We do not find that the esti
mates for the judicial department is based 
on the suggestion given by the Duke of New
castle for thé Colonial .Civil List, are we to 
suppose from this that there ie to be no change 
in tbe judicial establishment t The estimate 
for the officers ol the Supreme Court is eot in 
our opinion high enough ; $2,500 will not 
provide a sufficient staff to carry on the work 
without caaeing great delay and consequent 
inconvenience to the public, and when we 
see that items seven and eight in the abstract 
of beads of revenue, and which consist of fines, 
forfeittyes and tees of office, amount to 
$13,000, it gives rise to the idea that the of
ficials in the judicial department of the pub
lic service where, tbe fees amount to more 
than in any other separate department,might 
be fairly remunerated more in proportion to 
the fees collected in their office. A large 
item ocouifl under the head of administration 
of justice, for the expense of prosecutions, 
which are set dowa at $1,250 ; thia fully bears 
out the last presentment of the Grand Jury 
with reference to the expense entailed upon 
the colony by reason of numerous oases being 
sent up for trial by the stipendiary magistrate 
which might be decided by him. The re
venue is in a decidedly satisfactory state, and 
ae compared with previous years, the increase 
iS Steady although moderate.

MESSAGE WITH THE ESTIMATES
Below we give the message of His Excel

lency to the House of Assembly, sending down 
the estimates for 1864 :—
To the Honble. the Speaker and Gentlemen of 

the Legislative Assembly:—
Gentlbmbv,

I have the honor to lay before you, here-

er’s Report \.was read an____
considered satisfactory was adopted. The- 
following recommendation! were also agreed- 
to be carried out, viz. : That Robert Bar- * 
naby, Esq., M. P., have full power granted 
him to treat with any English Company foir 
carrying on the work with British capitaL ! 
It was farther resolved to prosecute present 
operations to a fuller development. Robert 
Burnaby was re elected President, and the 
same Directors with Eras. H. Kingston were 
installed in office. Robert George, the ac
tive and energetic Secretary, was also re- 
elected, and P. M. Backus having resigned 
the office of treasurer, it was agreed that the 
Bank of British Columbia be requested to 
undertake those duties. We look forward 
with confidence to tbe result of Mr. Bur
naby's visit to England and doubt not that 
he will be successful in enlisting the aid and 
co-operation of English capitalists. The. 
shareholders of the Queen Charlotte Com
pany certainly deserve the thanks of the- 
community for what they have already 
done. They not only took the initiative in. 
copper mining in these colonies but through: 
good report and evil report have steadily 
prosecuted their searehes for the lead, which- 
ia the opinion of all practical misers exists 
in the neighborhood and muet eventually be 
struck. About two thirds of the company’s 
capital ($21,000), have been paid up and 
expended, and although there is ample faith, 
felt in the ultimate success of their labors te- 
warrant farther outlay in the development 
of the mine, yet the available Ifunds cannot 
last beyond a certain limit and it will be by 
the introduction of foreign capital alone that 
any great results can be accomplished.
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LB HEREBY
i‘hers, without dls- 
lce with the pro- 

Amendment Act,
If Yearly Return of 
upon tuem serious

rade Returns is ex- 
18th January, to- 

i will be received, 
mes do not appear 
l published) found 
Bnarily, in accord- 
leAet. :
S G, WYLLY, 
'ancouver Island.
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War Between England and the United States 
Our country safe.

Editor BritishColonist—Sir $ome peo
ple seem to think that.jif this war should aver 
occur, Jonathan would try to annex Victoria 
to his dominions. Let us investigate the 
matter, and see whether there is any proba
bility of his doing any such thing. Jonathan 
has a very peculiar hobby of his owp for mak
ing monèy, and we don’t often find him en
gaged in any speculation unless hereati^neke 
something out of it. He don’t .efro cat his 
own nose off to spue his face ; tStides, he 
has now all the best land there is on this 
coast, and why should he want this V fag 
end,’,’ as it is called 1 Why, he wau|d be 
deemed a real hog for his pains, and tbe par
ties who did it would be sbunoed by all true 
Americans as a disgrace to tbeir Country. 
Then agaia—Jonathan raises more produce 
on tbe neighboring coasl than he wants ; and 
here he has a ready money market for the 
overplus. But let him join Victoria to the 
States and away would go enr free-port, ocr 
commerce would dwindle to a;.mere trifle, 
and we would want rone of ips produce; 
that he wouldl have] to keep io look at ; 
for he would have no other market to go 
to, because he would have killed tbe goose 
which laid him the golden eggs. Hence it 
seems to my mind a very unprofitable ..specu
lation for him, and it appears vtiy unlikely 
to take place. J,Bissbll.

! ' 1
Thb Aj-ibn Question.—It is a noticeable 

fact that tbe three gentlemen who have so
licited the suffrages of the voters - at-the com
ing election, have carefully abstained in their 
addresses from any allusion to , the alien 
question. Why, may we enquire, this reti
cence on a subject of such importance, and 
which will so materially affect the position of 
the candidates at the poll Î We regard this 
as a test question which will, in 
great measure, govern the election, and 
it would have saved muoh trouble 
and exhibited a greater degree of ingenuous
ness, bad the aspirants to legislative honors, 
while expounding tbeir views qn Mime of the 
leading questions of the day, stated fairly and 
candidly their convictions on this head ta
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The British Government has just published 
a “ Blue Book,” with the title “ Statistical 
Tables relating to Foreign Countries,” from 
which some interesting figures may be glean
ed. It appears that Belgium has tbe densest , 
population, 383 persons to the square mile.— 
England, without Wales, has 377 ; Wurtem
berg, 373 ; Holland, 280 ; Russia has but 10' 
persons to the square mile, and stands at the 
bottom of the list. If we follow tbe list up,. 
we Ind that Norway has 12 persons to the 
square mile ; Sweden, 22 ; Greece, 56 ;. 
Spain, 89 ; Poland, 91 ; Moldavia, 100i; Por
tugal, 104 ; Denmark,119 ; Switzerland,161; . 
Prussia, 165 ; France, 176; and Brunswick,
194.
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r»s s is H IIn Prussia the marriages in a year ara I in 
every 106 of the population, and the births 1 
in 24. In Russia the marriage» are L in 111, 
and the births 1 io 25. In Austria the mar
riages are 1 in 117, and the births tin 24. 
In France the marriages are ! in 122, and. 
the births only l in 38. In England the • 
proportion of marriages is 1 in 123, and of 
births 1 in 28—greatly different from France. 
In Norway the proportion of marriages is 1 in 
124; in Hanover, 1 in 128;,in Holland and 
Denmark, 1 in 129 ; in Sweden, 1 in 135 ; in 
Spain, 1 m 141 ; in Bavaria, 1 in 160 ; and 
in Greece, only 1 in 174.

Tlle .Pole8 sppear to be the most prolific 
people in Europe, the births there being 1 to 
every 23 of the population. In Wurtembure 
the births are as 1 in 26 j 1 in 29 in Spain 
and Bavaria- 1 in 30 in Belgium, Holland 
and Norway ; 1 in 32 in Sweden ; t in 33 
in Hanover the Haase Towns and Denmark - 
1 in 34 in Greece.

HOWSON’S
i t .-. si ! - * ; Î i : ÎJ , In all young eoiee, there who are con

nected in business with the country of their 
adeption, and who have sufficient interest 
in its prosperity, to make the public 
welfare of ae much consequence, te 
them as is the commercial prosperity of Eng
land to those whose lives have been asso
ciated with her public affairs since tbe 
commencement of their political career, are 
loose who should be sought out by their 
fellow-citizens to watch over their interests 
in the affairs of State, and in legislating for 
the good government of the country. Men 
who have some stake in the country and 
some property, which identifies them with 
the land on which they are resident, are

■;r« r.s
(S' JO

;ley Street. ^
$ Jail • :i

stead of allowing double to eritfe and their 
opinions to be publicly challenged. We 
know nothing of the sentimeàts entertained

! * CO.,

B CHANTS
by the other two gentlemen, but of Mr. 
Searby we believe we are warranted ih stat
ing that he is undoubtedly in favor of tbe 
principle oï all . aliens after a certain term of 
residence being admitted, upon taking the 
oath of allegiance, to equal rights and privi
leges with British-born subjects. "Of the 
period of residence which should qualify 
foreign residents, we mast leave'Mr. Searby 
himself to speak.
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