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NEWFOUNDLAND, MARCH 7, 1917—7

" 17TH ANNOUNCEMENT.

{ SPRINGTIME.

The most trying part of the Newfound-

land climate is the early spring. It is a
time when delicate people, who can afford

the expense, shguld g0 away
Islands of the
cure a passage on a “Royal

er and hike away to Barbados, or any
other of the numerous places at which

these ships call.

The cost of a ticket from Halifax to
Bal:bados and return to St. John is $106.25,
while 2 round ticket to Demerara costs

outh. It is a time to se-

to the sunny

Mail” steam-

only $125.00. These prices cover first-

class berth and meals.

1 ZACUET COMPANT

Fighting a Modern Battle.

HOW THE ALLIES CAPTURE THE
TRENCHES BY SCIENTIFIC ME-
THODS AND WITH A MINIMUM
OF LOSS,

Formerly it Was an Axiom of War
That the Offensive Cost More Men
Than the Defensive and that Front-
al Attacks on Entrenchments Were
Impossible—This  Article Shoavs
How the Allies Have Upset all That,
IT has been an axiom of .modern

warfare that the attack is more cost-
ly in men than the defence. It has
been another axiom that frontal at-
tacks on entrenched positions could
not succeed even with greatly superi-
or forces on the offensive. Upon
these axioms has been based the pre-
diction of many military experts that
the war on the western front must
end in a deadlock.

But the Allies have changed all that
—at great cost, it is true, and through
long experiment, but changed it =so
effectnally that their gains are now
almost. invariably accomplished with
less actual loss than that suffered by
the defence.

How? By steadily developed su-
periority of artillery and observation
in the first place; and secondly the
development of the progressive artil-
lery barrage, for which General Niv-
elle gets the major credit.

The original German advance to-
ward Paris cost them, roughly, five
men for every two defenders placed
hors de combat. Their fierce attacks
around Ypres in 1915 were almost,
equally costly though . the Germans
were better equipped with artillery,
machine guns, bombs, gas and in fact
in almost every way than their adver-
saries. Despite the initial success, as
an experiment to find a practical of-
fensive against trenches it was a
failure. It cost too much in men and
the Germans turned their attention
to the east and made no further seri-
ous .effort in the west until February,
1916.

= &= * * * . *

In the meanwhile, however, the Al-
lies made various efforts to discover
a way of suscessfully attacking
trenches defended by machine guns
and supporte@ “sartillery. In May,
1915, the French drove the Germans
off the hill of Notre Dame-de-Lorette,
in the middle of June they followed
this with another attack at Souchez,
in the same neighborhood. These at-
tacks improved the position of the
French line but they did not show any
practical method by which the French
could drive the Germans out at a cost
they could afford to pay. Neverthe-

less, in September the French gathvl'»’
ed a great number of men and guns |
in the Champagne and prepared to try
to break the German line. Their
cavalry was. ready to go through if,
the attempt succeeded. Bpt like its
predecessors it gained ground at too
high a price. The attackers lost two
or three to one of the defenders. The
axiom still held good. The British in
the meanwhile made several sanguin-
ary and determined ecfforts to dis-
prove the axiom. Like the Germans
and the French, they proved com-
pletely that without some other aid
pure courage would not do it.

By January 1, 1916, it looked as if
the axiom would hold against both
sides and that Joffre’s nibbling policy
and exhaustion were the onty ‘hopes
for settling the fate of the war on the
western front.

In February, however, the Germans
tried an improved method at Verdun:
Whether they decided that they could
i not afford to wait for exhaustion in
| the west as well as the Allies, and
therefore they must try again, or
whether they were sanguine enough
of their new plan of attack to want to

try it, makés no particular difference.-
| They concentrated a hitherto unpre-
cedented number of heavy guns—
gsome 2,000—against the French lines
§r.0rti1 of Verdun. They began a bom-
;l)ardment which destroyed the trench-
es and practically cut them off from
"any reinforcements, and then they
! Jaunched heavy masses of infantry at
them. The first four days of the at-
tack on Verdun showed good results.

The Germans gained ground and ac-
counted for more of the French than
they lost themselves. But after that
the gain in ground was very slow and
the losses in attack were greater than
these of the defenders. The longer it
lasted the more costly it became to
the attackers in proportion to the cost
to the defenders. It became increas-
ingly plain that the German effort did
not disprove the axioni, and yet it was
the best method worked out up to that
time of attacking trench - positions.
The German losses were certainly not
more than thrée Germans to two
French, whereas in afl the earlier at-
tacks the losses by the attackers were
from two to one to four or five to one
greater than those of the defenders.
The significant trouble with the Ger-
man attack at Verdun was that its
initial success could not be kept up.
As the attack continued the propor-
tion of the attackers’ losses grew.

“So up to July, 1916, neither side had
found a system of offence that would
be practical for a sustained effort
against trenches. ;

The three words that
tell the whole story of
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L * * * * * *

On the 1st of July the battle of the
Somme began. It has lasted into the
winter, with ldpses on account of the
weather, and it will in all probability
continue in the spring.

The Germans say that the English
have lost 550,000 and that the French
have lost 250,000, or 800,000 altogeth-
er. The French estimate of the Ger-
man losses is 690,000. Or, if we ac-
cept these mutually hostile estimates,

! roughly speaking, the attackers have

lo;t eight men to the defenders seven.!
But there is a significant difference
between the attackers’ losses on the
Somme and the losses of the German
attacks at Verdun. At Verdun thé
German proportion of loss was lower '
in the early part of the. attack and
grew larger and larger. In the battle!
of the Somme the attackers’ losses
were heavier in the earlier stages and |
grew proportionally less. Probably
during the entire Somme battle the
French had done better than swap |
man for man. In the’beginning the
English probably suffered more than
this, but as they have become more
skilled their proportion of losses has
gone steadily down. For example,
the British attacked a certain part of
the German line in the early days of
the Somme battle, took part of it, and
lost it again. The attempt cost 40,000
casualties. The German defenders
did not pay anything like this price.
About four months later the British
took the same positions ‘and 8,000
prisoners with a casualty list of about
12,000. The total German losses, in-
cluding killed, wounded, and prison-
ers, could hardiy have been less than
twice the British 12,000.

But on the whole, since the first
few weeks on the Somme the Allies
have carried on their offensive, at
most swapping man for man with the
Germans.

Then cameé General Nivelle's two
attacks on October 24th and Decem-
ber 15th last at Verdun. The French
losses in the two attacks were about
25,000 men. The German prisoners
alone amcunted to 17,000 men. The
method which General Nivelle used at
Verdun was 'a  system of attack
against trenches in which the attack-
ers lost one man to the defenders’
two. This disproves the axiom. The
Allied offensive on the Somme was a
great improvement on the German
offensive at Verdun and Nivelle’s of-
fensive at Verdun is an improvement
on the Allied method on the Somme.

How this has been accomplished,
plus the artillery and aeroplane su-
periority, is cxplained by the follow-
ing description of an attack in the
new fashion written for the London
Graphic by an officer of wide experi-
ence.

B * * 3 * * ®

735 a.m.—The 10th Battalion Rut-
landshire Regiment will cross No
Man’s Land, and will seize the first,
second and third German lines from
P 24 A 3to Q17 B 1.—Operation Or-
der,

A cold, clear night in mid-winter.
Tightly packed in the trenches, the
infantry are waiting for that fateful
7.35 a.m. An occasional shell from
our artillery goes whistling on itsl
mission of death to the German lines.
“Very” lights hiss upwards ’ contin-
uously, to flare into a palpitating blue

Doclars
Use This

wool to deaden the crash of the ex-
ploding shells, a whispered order to
fix bayonets quietly, and the officer’s
work is done for the time heing. Once
the bombardment starts there will be
no opportunity of giving orders.

" “Bank! Bang! Bang!” With an

for Ezema

If you are afflicted with skin dis-
case, the kind that seems to baffle
medical treatment, and leaves you
wild with itch, do not fail to investi-
gate a prescription that is now re-
commended by many of the best skin
specialists, even in preference to their
own prescriptions. This is the sim-
ple, soothing, liquid external remedy,
D. D. D. Preseription. 'This liquid
stops the itch instantly, and effects a
cure that is permanent. In fact, it
took thouysands of cures, case after
case, before the best doctors were
convinced of the absolute merit of
this remedy.

It is now thoroughly established
among medical authorities that ecze-
ma is purely a skin disease, due to a
germ, and curable only through the
skin. It is not a blood disease at all.
The effect of D. D. D. Prescription is
to penetrate the pores, kill the disease
germs and to soothe and heal the
skin, restoring it to its-healthy con-
dition.

D. D. D. has been found to be espe-
cially effective in all forms of Ecze-
ma, Bad Leg, Pimples Dandruff, Ul-
cers and other skin diseases.

Get a bottle of D. D. D. Prescription
to-day. Sold Everywhere. Recom-
mended by T. McMurdo & Co., A, W.
Kennedy, M. Connors, Peter O’Mara.

back to the ammunition dump for an-
other supply. Inside the battery dug-
out the officers carefully compared
their watches, for to an artilleryman—
and the, infantr_\'xﬁan—the synchron-
isation of time means the difference
between life and death. At 7 a.m. in
the morning the wholc of the 1,500
guns hidden arcund this neighbor-
hood are to open a half-hour’s intense
bombardment of the whole German
line. Some of the guns have been de-
tailed for counter-battery work, en-
gaging the German batteries whose
positions our aerial reconnaissances
have discovered during the week.

Five miles further back is an aero-
drome. The planes are to be used in
the coming bhattle.. One is to fly over
the German front line signalling -the
progress of the fight. Another is to
fly over the second and third German
line, acquainting headquarters how
far our men:have 'got. Back to the
trenches again. The engineers are in
position, waiting their time to go over
and blow up the German machine gun
emplacements. The hard-working
pioneers have.had a look at the spot
where they have to d—ig a communica-
tion trench across No Man’s Land to
join up the German line and our own.
The R.AM.C.—strangers to the
trenches except. in a battle—have,
after many trials and tribulations,
got their stretchers around the in-
numerable tortuous traverses and es-
tablished themselves at the aid posts,
the machine gunners wait quietiy
around their emplacements, the
trench mortar people; ais0 to take
part in the preliminary bombardment,
consult watchers and speculate on the
number of Germans occupying th
front line, while around them all the
Signal Service goes through . the
trenches, linking up every unit with
Brigade Headquarters. This is a very

radiance and drift slowly earthward.
Now and again the terrific “whoomph”
of a trench mortar bomb sets up a
far-reaching echo amongst the sur-
rounding ridges; more rarely still the
foe gives proof of his vigilance by re-
turning a huge “Minnie,” a slow-
moving football-like projectile, which
bursts with a crash like the crack of
doom. S8till, for all that, a quiet
night, one which, but for the men as-
sembled in the trenches would end
even more quietly. :

/t dawn will commence one of
‘lHose unwieldy struggles called a
modern battle, a fignt for a few bat-
tered holes called trenches.  The 10th
Battalion Rutlandshire Regiment had
safely assembled in the front line, oc-
cupying ground equal to the cryptical
P 24 A 3—Q 17 B 1, opposite which
on the morrow they were to seize. A
difficult job had this assembling been;
.the regiment had come from a village
three miles back, along shell-broken
roads, jostled by artillery limbers,
through battered villages packed
tight with troops bound on a similar
errand, along slippery, interminable
trenches, where whole platoons- lost
themselves. and from there the final,
silent move into the front 1line. The
C. O. and his adjutant, temporarily
established in a dug-out, breathed
audible sigs of relief as one after-an-

important item, for more battles are
won and lost by imperfect communi-
cation than is ever imagined.

* 4 " ® * *

Time has gone slowly to the assem-
bled infantry. A Co. officers had ex-
plained the whole scheme to their
men—they were to seize the German
front line; B and C Companies, with
the more difficult task of getting to
the second and third lines respective-
ly, were still engaged in passing
quietly through the trenches, giving
their men the most minute and final
instructions; whilst D Co., which was
to carry up supplies, picks, shovels,
bombs, water, .etc., occupied . itself
issuing these necessities to the men.
With an encouraging word to all, the
colonel passes from company to com-
pany.

Half-past six! Time to issue the
rum. And the men want it, too; the
long wait through the night has made
them cold and shaky.; A 'petrol  tin
for each platoon. Armed with an
cnamelled mug the "youthful officer
goes up and down, his-sergeant carry-
ing the rum. No refusals, teetotal-
lers and all. 'Half a mugful, raw
spirit, it nearly, chokes them. But it
stops the shivering. Not much time
left now; only ten minutes., A final
round of the men to see they have
their ears stopped up with eotton

other the four company commanders
reported their men “all, in.” The
night wore slowly on; the stoically
minded slept, the highly strung talk-
ed together ' in jerky, disconnected
sentences. In little groups the offi-

structions; others their first time in
action, perhaps, whispering wishes in
the event of their going under. '

[ BECR BYai, sty Sei5T .
Away from the front line. prepara-
tions for the coming clash progressed
feverishly. Limber after limber clat-
tered up to the huge number of bat-
teries’ of artillery concentrated for
the battle, emptied .their loads of shell
with the help of the  gunners, and

ASTHMA COUGHS

A sic.pley safe au’lm ctive.
i s, Used with success
e e cxriaht T e
with every ath,

and stops th= eoug)x;
assuring restfuinights.
Cresolenelsinyaluable

clattered off again into the darknéss

earth-rending crash 1,500 guns leapt
into action simultaneously. From
one end toanother the German lines
flamed into balls of fire, shells burst-
ing blue, green, red, oranze. “Bang!
Bang! Bang!” From the German
line suddenly flamed out two green

“S.0.8.” a call for artillery to repel
the attack they know is imminent,
Through the mist the rockets gleamed
dully, hung apparently suspended for
; a couple of minutes, and then splut-
tered slowly to earth. And still the
infernal crashing went on.
* * * b * ®

It had been arranged that at half-
past seven all the British field bat-
teries were to concentrate on the
German front line with a five min-
utes’ shrapnel barrage, the bigger
guns meanwhile continuing to bom-
bard the German lines in the rear.
High above the din of the shells
shrilled the whistle of A Company
Commander. The four whistles of the
platoon officers answered, and then
over the top scrambled the men intc a
rough line, rifles carried with the
bayonet in the air, and at a steady
walk the 10th Battalion Rutlandshire
Regiment started on its mission of
seizing the German line from P 24 A
3 to Q 17 B 1. Right up to the bar-
rage spattering death to the venture-
some German underneath, and then,
onop, a terrific yell from a youthful
officer, when, as if by magic, the hail
of shrapnel jumped away from them
—where, they did not care. Into the
battered German trench they went,
over the dead and wounded, stabbing
and clubbing at the few Germans who
showed fight, and showering smoke
bombs down the almost unrecogniz-
able dug-outs, and the German front
line from P 24 A3 to Q17 B 1 was in
the hands of the British.

Hard on thefigels of A. Co. had
followed B. Their objective was 120
vards further on. Over the trenches
jumping shell holes, and suffering
rather severely from machine gun
fire from the German third line, the
second wave followed the barrage,
jumped into the trench, and were
bombing the dug-outs before the ene-
my had dared to show himself.. Down
the communication trenches went the
bombers until they had established
connection with the battalions attack-
ing on their right and left. With a
hoarse, unrecognizable yell over pass-
ed C Company, eager spirits jumping
into the German third line even be-
fore the barrage had lifted, bayonet-
ting the machine gunners, and rush-
ing round the traverses looking for
the resistance they did not meet.

* * * * * *

Victory! Not yet final, for the po-
gitions had not yet been consolidated,
but this was being remedied. At the
double came thd carrying company,
with their pick sand shovels and
bombs. Two hours’ solid work, a lit-
tle disturbed by enemy shell-fire, and
by eleven o'clock the newly won
trenches had been consolidated, and
another day of glory had been added
to the fame of our imperishable ama-
teur army.—Montreal Daily Star.

THE FIRST PAIR.

Don’t make any mistake this year.
Let your first pair of rubber shoes be
Bear Brand. Times are too hard for
anyone to take chances of being out
of work for two or three weeks with
2 cold which could have been avoided
by getting satisfactory rubber shoes.
The good old BEAR BRAND shoes.
which are becoming more widely
known every day, are being sold in
St. John’s by:

John Anderson.
W. R. Goobie.
Nicholle, Inkpen & Chafe, Ltd.
Royal Stores, Ltd.
F. Smallwood.
Steer Bros,
Jesse Whiteway.
Wholesale by

CLEVELAND RUBBR (0.,

New Martin Bldg.
novil,w,s,tf \

Your Boys and Girls.

It is not possible to measure the
harm which follows from young peo-
ple having no right provilsion for their
amusement. The dance halls are no
fit place for boys and girls. The men
who haunt these places may have
money, but they always have low
standards and a cheap attitude toward
life, and needless to say, these stand-
ards are not often on lines of pure
and innocent amusement.

Right through life the wise mother
recognizes her child’s desire to play
with others of both sexes. Especially
when adolescence is reached do boys
and girls like to be together, and, if
they cannot get that companionship in
a legitimate way they will get it in a]
furtive and illegitimate way. When

'§ | they have been accustomed in associ-

ating in play right through chiidhood,

 the age of agelescence is much less dif-
} ficult and dangerous, for it is only na-
Ytural for them to continue to be to-
| | gether when they are older.

ARD'S LINIMENT CURES DIPH-

and cne red rocket. It was their]
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Chappell PIANOS

and
Kimbali ORGANS.
Ask any Musician.
MUSICIANS’ SUPPLY €0,

Royal Stores Furniture.
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“NYAL'S SOOTHING SYRUP”

That’s the one safe remedy for a fretful, crying baby-—noth-
ing in it to stupefy or to cause dangerous after-effects. NYAL'S
is the only Soothing Syrup we know of that contains no opiates
whatever. Remember the name NYAL’S—the health of your
child may depend on it. NYAL’S SOOTHING SYRUP induces
healthy and natural slumber—eases the worn nerves of mother
by giving the baby sweet and peaceful sleep. We strongly re-
commend NYAL’S because we know exactly what’s in it. ¢

Counts

McMURDO’S, Rawlins’ Cross.
STAFFORD'S PHARMACY, Duckworth Street.
DR. F. STAFFORD & SON, Theatre Hiil,

PETER O'MARA, West End.
feb26,3m,eod

Fall and
Winter
Suitings and
Overcoatings

MAUNDER
Style.

If you can’t find what
you want come here.
Our Serges are guaran-
teed dyes, and very
reasonable in price.

Samples, style sheets
and measuring forms
sent to any address.

TAILUR and CLOTHIER,
281 and 283 Duckworth Street, St. John’s, Nfid.
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New Cabbag

'- To arrive by Florizel : -

50 Crates.New Cabbage.
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