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CHAPTER VI.

of those blue flowers to plant in front
of the hut, Geoff.”

taking no notice of Moser’s grunt of
disapproval, she went up slowly, and
singing as she went, to the place
where she had marked out her claim.
With a piece of iron which she , had
secreted in the bottom of the basket,
she dug up afew roots of gentian, and
then seating herself on the bou'der, as

€All right) he responded; and,|

m‘n, nm K ’ %
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Ryan, Miss, .
LeMerchant Road
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off,’ she added, lightly.
He shook his head, and his lips
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(Continued.)

ERE you afraid when I

didn’t come, last night,

Ronnie?’ he asked, pre-

sently, ‘I forgot all

about you, my lad—I forgot every-

thing except one thing’—he sighed
—* I'm sorry if you were afraid."

She drank in his softened tones.

the expression of regret.
‘No, I wasn’t afraid—much,’ she

if in"sheer laziness, she stealthily dug
away at the surface, She was tremb!-
ing with excitement, but she kept on
singing in a careless fashion. Very
soon she came upon what she sought,
and placed the precious yellow lumps
at the bottom of her basket, carefully
covering them with the plants, -
Then she strolled half-way up the
hill, and was making for the hut
by a detour which avoided the camp,
when she heard a shout. It had been
uttered unwarily by one of the men,
and looking down, she saw that they
had thrown down their tools and had
clustered round Geoffrey. At the
same moment she heard him call up
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Carrots, Beet, Celery, Sweet Potatoes,

closed on his pipe.

*No; I’m best alone at such times,
Ronnie,’ he said——* best alone. I get
the blue devils sometimes, and when
thev’ve got possession of me they
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drive me, as they did the man ia th
Bible; into the wilderness, where
can fight them off ; or to the brand
which helps me to forget them. Bu
I'm sorry you'were frightened, and !
won’t leave you again, Ronnie, if ]
can help it. I'Hl go down to the camp
now.’

¢« Won’t you,rest a little? she said

But he said:that he would go down
at once ; he ;hagd been away too long ;
and, taking some of the birds for the
men, he went off, Cottle saying that
she would follow him directly. After
hé had gone, she sat down in his chair,

Y“with her head in her hands, and

thought. Perbaps he was sounhappy
because

England.
her to act.
and, with it on her arm, went down to

he cou!d not get back to
1f so, then it was time fcr

Sh: found a small basket,

the camp.

Geoffrey, who had been received
with a nod and a short greeting by
the men, was already at work, and as
she sauntered up, swinging her basket,

she remarked casually :
‘*I’m going up the valley for somc¢
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She hesitated, but she knew
that she would have to go, and she set
down her basket ; but it was too preci-
ous to be put onut of her hand, and she
took it up again and went down to the
camp. The men were talking excitedly
and examining something which Geof-
frey held in his hand.

It was a huge nugget.

Geoffrey stood calnily holding it in
his hand, the only person cool and
unexcited ; indeed, there was some-
thing like a moody bitterness in his
eyes.

Ronnie uttered a cry of delight as
she gazed at the precious find.

¢ What does it weigh? What
worth ?’ she asked.

‘A couple of hundred pounds,” he
answered.

‘That’s under the
Warner,

‘There’s likely to be more where
that came from,” remarked Moser,
eagerly, ¢Let’s get to work again!
And you take a pick, young ’un, and
do your share. What’s that trumpery
you ve got in the basket there? Here,

1s it

mark,’ . said

give it to me !’

et behind her, as. Moser made  an
angry grab at it.

¢ Let said Geoffrey,
and 1n the excitement Cottie sheefed
off.

She went up the hill, entering the
cottage, shut and barred the door,
and breathlessly dug a hole in a coro-
er of the room. In this she deposit.
ed the gold, carefully filled in the
hole and stamped it down level, and
heaped some mealie bags over it.

She returned to the camp, after
planting the gentian outside the cot-

him alone,’

tage, and, taking her pick, fell tc
work with the rest. It is needless t«
say they worked with even more tha:
their usual eagerness; but they found
no more nuggets that day. As they
ceased for the evening, Moser, breath-
ing heavily and wiping the swea:
from his brow, regarded the nugge!
thoughtfully.

“We’ve got a pretty tidy pile to-
gether, Geoffrey, by this time,” he
said ; “and I don't quite like the idea
of having it in my tent. If the boys
from Blue Pig were to come dcwn
upon us, they's search the tent the
first thing. I think you'd better take
it up to that hut of yours ; they would
not think of looking there, even il
they spotted the but.’

Geoffrey assented
Moser went off to his tent, and, piac-

listlessly, and

iog the nugget with the gold they had
already obtained in a canvas-bag,
bore it out with him. He took it
and wished them good-night, and he
and Cottie dragged themselves home-
wards.

She was very silent, for she was
possessed by the thought that Geof
frey might hit upon the same spot for
the concealment of the camp gold.
and her heart leapt to her mouth,when
entering the cottage, he looked roupnd
for his spade, and, taking it up, went
straight to her corner.

¢* No, not there,” she said, as casual-
ly as she cou'd. ‘Anyone would be
sure to search the corners first. Put
it in some other place.’

¢« Put it were you like, lad,’ he said,
indifferently ; and he watched her as
she pushed the table aside and dug a
hole in the centre of the room and hid
the gold in it as carefully asshe had
hidden her own. His lack of enthusi-
asm, not to say, indifference, set her
thinkipg. S
 “You don't seem over-delighed with

Cottie drew back and put the bask- |

Only Store in

St. John’s is at

339 Duckworth Street

your luck, Geoff,” she said. *Aren’t

you glad ?’

¢Ob, yes,” he said, suppressing a
sigh, ¢Not that it matter much to
me.’

¢ Not. matter!’
¢ Why, it will help to take you back
to England, won’t it?
was such a splendid place, and that
you were dying to get back tnere.’

¢ Ob, it's all right enough,’
¢It’s a splendid

she

he as-
sented, moodily.
place, as I said, for most men; but
it’s not much use to some
us. And I am one of the others. We
won't talk of England to-night, Ronri

my lad ; I’ve been thinking too mu«h |
|

of it, and too much of my own fate
Let us huve some supper.’

lately.

She dropped the subject, of course : |

DY-O-LA
& ONEove ForAA | | xinos oF Goops.

You don’t have to know what your Goods
are made of. SAME Dye for ALL--<No
chance of mistakes. All colers ro cents from
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ooklet Free. The_Johnson-Richardson
Md. Dept. D., Montreal, Que.

but she was greatly puzzled. Was it

in Eogland thet he Lad ¢killed his

man,’ or don - that which had brought
the black fit on him?’
e DR

CITAPTER VIIIL.

EARLY ever day Cottie managed

to convey some uf the gold

from the ¢ pocket’ to the hiding

place in the corner of the hut;

sometimes she concealed the gold at

the bottom of her

others she brought it

nocket ; and she contrived so cleverly

that the men dil not

her,

Fortune, with Ler traditional fickle-
ness, sent her nearly all the luck; for
the men were not doing very great
things, and were growing slack, as
they always do at gold diggings when
the luck is turning . against them.
Geoffrey went off with his gun more
often than before, or cut wood in the
forest, or patch up the cottage. He
had had no return of the black fit,
and his face resumcd its old cheerful-
ness and devil-may-care expression ;
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flower basket, at
home in he

even suspect

exclaimed. |

I thought it |

others of |

and he had not touchde the brandy
since the night of cottie’s arrival. As
| a matter of fact, the man was . being,
{ all unconsciously, influeuced by .
{ companionship.

. . °
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worse.

Just try

Hitherto, he had beeid f>nd of ar
had sought solitude ; and now, thong
i he scarcely knew it, he looked f
| ward to the meals which he had be
| accustomed to snatch-at any moment
of the day, to the comfortable supper.

;
| rendered cheerfuliy by the lad’s talk,

| As hitherto, lie, quite as unconscious-

i ly, gave way to the lad’s whims

! fancies, as he called them, and

| being gradually wooed from the roug

| ways into which he had dropped

| during his wild and sohtary life.
Then one day, another source

interest presented- itseif. - During

absence Cottie found the time

heavily on her hands sometimes,

one evening while she was wa

Fairville, Sept. 30, 1
‘{ Minard's Liniment Co., Limited

Dears Sirs,—We wish to info:
that we consider your MINA
LINIMENT a very superior
and we use it as a sure relief for
throat and chest. When I tell
would not be without it if th
was one dollar a bottle, I mean

Yours truly,
CHAS. F. TILTOX)

for him she took up one of his |
and began to read it. Now, Cot
education had been, to put it mildly,
neglected. She cogld only read
write imperfectly ; and when Geoffrey
came in he found her pouring over a
book in the atiitdde usually adop!
by the illiterate, she scarcely
him, and looked up with a start as
hand fell on her shoulder as he be
over her.

(To be Cortinued.)
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2 member of the Methodist Board
Eduecation fo rthe District of
grave Harbor, n place of Mr. Walt
Abbott, retired; Mr. Wm. George Rev-
nolds: (Caplin Cove), to be a member
of the Methodist Board of Education
for the District of Lower Island Cove,
in place of Mr. George Bursey,
tired; Mr. Samuel J. Pierce, to b
meémber of the Methodist Board
Education fo rthe District of Woody
Island, in place of Mr. Thomas Wil
liams, retired; Mr. Ephraim King
be a member of the Road Board “or
New Bonaventure, District of Trinity,
in place of Mr. Henry G. King, :©
signed; Mr. Geo. Wheeler (French
man’s Cove), to be an additional mem-
Ler of the Road Board, with jurisdic-
tion from Frenchman’s Cove to Lark
‘Harbor, District of St. George.

~ Secretary’s Office, Feb. 22, 1910.




