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UNIMENT CAELIC THE NEW OFFICIAL LANGUAGE that I was entitled to lose in a large 
measure the respect of the House 

"•if I were to rise and denounce an
other member for a transaction of 
that kind as if he had stolen money. I 
There is no one among us who does 
not commit errors, but these things 
can be straightened out among hon. 
gentlemen. If the hon. gentleman 
would say, I did the same thing 
myself, and I am sorry that I used 
that word and desired to withdraw 
it, he could no doubt rehabilitate 
himstlf in the estimation of hon. I 
members, but until he does that I! 
hold that he stands in an cquiviçal. 
position.

The Back Down.
Not even Mr. Foster could stand 

that unaffected. Confronted with the 
choice of calling himself a theif or 
of retracting, he retracted, substituted 
the inoffensive word with "transfer
red,” . and repeatedly assured the 
House that he had never meant any
thing else. But the heart was gone 
out of his followers. Mr. Bergeron, 
who now came in, tued to put ginger 
into them and suggested that non- 
contentious items be passed. Mr. 
Fielding promptly expressed the gov
ernment's willingness to do so and 
let the. others stand. But Mr. Berg
eron was pulled down and duly 
“coached” and was heard from no 
more. Thus was parliament prevent
ed from doing business for three days 
at a cost variously estimated at from 
$100,000 to $300,000.

Bulletin Special Correspondence.
Ottawa, Mar. 3^-Midfiigtit on Sat

urday. Feb. 29th, concluded the great
est farce ip the history of parliament. 
With the exception of breaks for meals 
the House had been in session since 
Thursday.

Mr. Foster's Policy.
The manoeuvre was engineered by 

Mr. Foster in the absence of Mr. Sor
ti,, n and local papers interpret it as an 
attempt to kniie Mr. Borden as hie pre
decessor was knifed ip 1896 by proving 
the superior capacity of the lieuten
ant from North" Toronto. If so, the 
outcome U not likely to aid the plot 
for it ended in the discomfiture of Mr. 
Foster and the general deffioraKza- 
tion of his associates.

The prolonged sitting, was merely 
an incident in the Opposition block
ade tactics- pursued m the hope of 
prolonging Sir Wilfrid’s western tour 
and staving off the elections as long 
as possible.

Previous Instances.
We have had previously a number 

of cases of obstruction not evident to 
the public. -Nearly every motion to 
go into supply has been questioned 
and opposed by- the Opposition by an 
amendment,» Take for instance the 
amendment t£at called for a commit
tee of inquiry into the policy of the 
department of the interior—an un
known motion and one nbsbhrtely in
feasible but whieh'Could lead to end
less discussion.- -Again S motion of 
want of confidence because .they sus
pected employées of the.I. C, R. were 
taking part in Hew Brunswick elec
tions. Also one to lay. the case, of 
Leech as seed grain distributor, before 
the House.

But last week’s manoeuvre throws 
these all in the shade. Unfortunately 
the complete ridiculousness of it will 
never be known to the public because 
the Hansard reportera worn out by 
loss of sleep were unable to record the 
detailed nonsense which filled the 
weary hours of the night—and -fre
quently when on duty the puerility of 
the remarks was too apparent to jus
tify the expense of reporting and 
printing them.

Lost in His Oratory.
The House got into supply sometime 

after eleven o’clock Thursday evening. 
Sloatie, of Comox-Atlin had an amend
ment which was discussed and with
drawn when the House went into sup
ply. Reports early in the debate show 
that the Opposition had no intention 
of being so dictatorial, but as the ar
gument advanced they placed them
selves on record that they would not 
grant Brodeur a dollar of estimates. 
The contention of the. government was 
the usual one that non-con tentions 
items should be passed and disputed 
items held qyet for future considera
tion.

This was in Mr. Foster's mind early 
in the debate loo for he said :—

“There is a little dispute pn thq item

lombault’s occevny «ora recorded it was very 
ludicrous to see the official recorder 
asleep and the debate going on. This 
u one speech of Sam’s that the Vic
toria county electors will never read.

Tolmie Talks the Gaelic.
During the night while Lake, of Qu’- 

Appelle was speaking with his mark-, 
ed English accent, John Tolmie, the 
Scotchman from Bruce county, sent 
into the library for an English dic
tionary. When Lake concluded John 
nr<Mie and said : “Mr. Speaker, as I 
understand the constitution and rules 
of this House there ere two official 
languages—French and English—my 
friends, the French-speaking members, 
present, assure me the honorable gen
tleman wae no) speaking. French and 
my _ opinion is fie - *aa not- speaking 
English,as I couldn’t understand what 
he said, nor can. I find his words here 
(holdinig up the dictionary). If he is 
allowed to speak in hie mother-tongue 
so may IT” And John broke forth in 
the Gaelic and in thia case even Mar- 
cil, the deputy speaker, was out of 
court.
A Chapter From Mr. Foster’s History.

The climax came on Saturday after
noon, when Mr. Brodeur produced a 
chapter from Mr. Foster’s past his
tory. This is how the incident is re
corded in Hansard:-- '!

Mr. Brodeur—I do not think that 
document has been brought before 
the House in the regular way, but I 
would be very glad to bring down a 
copy. My hon. friend (Mr. Foster) 
was so anxious to see the report of 
the historian that he would not wait 
f<5r a copy being made and I thought
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Toronto Globe : Condemned by inde
pendent men in its own ranks, the 
Opposition is now making great ef
forts to justify last week’s absurd ob
struction tactics before the bar of the 
country. It feels that the accusation 
that it was criminally wasting time 
cannot be ignored, and great- efforts 
are now being made to prove that its 
refusal to consider the estimates of 
the Department of Marine and Fish
eries was justified. It 5s pretended 
that the Minister has been dilatory 
in bringing down returns asked for. 
It is not worth while going into this 
charge further than to say that it is 
the merest pretence. The attitude 
of the Government had been concilia
tory from beginning to end. Mr. Bro
deur proposed more than once that 
any item about which more informa
tion was required should stand over 
while the House proceeded to the non- 
contentious items. These proposals 
were obstinately rejected by the little 
group which is leading the Opposition 
into all its present follies.

Mr. Borden very studiously remain
ed away, and when for a moment he 
appeared in the chamber on Saturday 
and found that he had happened in as 
a division was to be taken he at once 
escaped and remained in the reading 
room, although not paired. Of course 
his absence from his-place. doétf not 
acquit him of a share of the responsi
bility, and. a leader’s share at that, , 

i for the degradation which Parliament 
is undergoing. 'r!1

It should in fairness be recorded, 
however, that there have not been 
winting voices of condemnation w»th>- 
irrWfe OppeeitibA’e bWn tanks#. dSfaetw! 
has been a good deal of grumbling in* 
the lobbies, but it has not been con
fined to that. Mr. Owen’s statement 
the other night,' that for three months 
Parliament had done nothing but in
dulge in. schoolboy tactics, and that 
the whole thing was a farce, was es
sentially à criticism of his own 
iHeads. On Friday Messrs. Paquet 
arid Forget both proies ted against the 
cotirse taken by their side. On Satur
day Mr. Bergeron asked why the 
House could not proceed to non-con- 
teritioqe items in Mr. Brodeur’s esti
mates. ' Mr. Fielding hastened to «ay 
that that had been the Government’s 
attitude from the first, but its pro
positions had been persistently re
jected. It was still of the same mind. 
The Bennett-Sproule-Taylor crowd,

^ecogmzecl authority, 
Tuddirombc. director 
he Ottawa "Conserva- 
o^Music, saysm part:'

June y. tqojf. . 
yasi greatly surprised and

The largest corps of correspondents of any paper 
west, and each issue contains accurate reports of the 
in 'their several districts.

I would show him. the original inj 
order to let him see that the docu
ment existed notwithstanding the 
fact that I had assured him that 
there was such a document. Siprie 
we have been On this question per
haps I may call thé attention of the 
hon" gentleman to a little incident 
that happened last night. He stated 
that I had “stolen" from in appro
priation a certain amount of money 
and that I had applied this, money 
to another purpose. As a matter oi 
fact the hon. gentleman knows per
fectly well the circumstances. There 
wru an appropriation for an ice-, 
breaker. I was going to travel 
abroad in seomiection with an ice
breaker and an amount of money 
was taken out of the ice-breaker 
vote to pay niy expqpys. My hon. 
friend stated that it was a bad thing 
to do, that it was a “steal;” that 
was the language that Be used in 
regard to me. H<e said f hod “stol
en1’ money irbin -that appropriation 
ffii applied it to another purpose. I 
called, hig,,attention this morning to 
thq fact that" perhaps he was- guilty 
oi the same .thing'’some years ago. 
The tXahygentleman, in 1896-91 got 
$&ô4.-fl?Î Tlât, out ot civil government 
contingencies, not out of. .the vote 
for which travelling expenses should 
generally». >e-taken, but he got that
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D GRAIN "for thé fhaintepance and repairs to 
"government «(earners and ice-break- 
“ers, but we may let these items pass, 
"with the exception of the one now 
“called, on the understanding that a 
“general discussion will be- -allowed 
“on the items later.”

Again, he announced that “the reso- 
“lution is not passed. So far as 1 am 
“concerned, all I would require is to 
“hold over that item and Wt the oth- 
“ers go through, on the uriderstand- 
“ing that there should be a general 
“discussion allowed later, and especi
ally with reference to the ‘Arctic.’ ”

Soon, however, the honorable gentle
man got lost in Bis oratory and de
clared the purpose of the Opposition 
to not pass any item of the estimates, 
non-contentious or otherwise, until the 
informatibn demanded on the conten
tious items was produced. This doc
trine Mr. Foster enunciated as fol
lows : “We would therefore be per
fectly right in refusing to pass a 
"single item until we hive these, two 
“essentials fully explained to us.” The 
hint was promptly taken and became 
the maxim of the Opposition during 
the remainder of the debate.

Later the premier expressed again 
perfect willingness to comply with 
the legitimate demand for information 
but declining to permit the business of 
the House and the public service to 
be paralysed by the contrariness of 
the Opposition. He said: “I see no 
“reason why we should not on this 
“occasion follow the course which is 
“generally pursued. The ' Opposition 
“wsnt certain information and they 
“are entitled to it and must get it, 
“arid in the meantime we can reserve 
“an item so tliat the question a( issue 
“may be fully discussed. The money 
“must be voted -and the public service 
“carried on.”
ParSament Becomes a Play House.
At this stage the blockade became 

complete and parliament became a 
play-house where successive comedi
ans entertained* themselves and wear
ied their auditors.

About two a.m. Hansard reporters 
Mopped recording the nonsense as 
nonsense it had then become. Ques
tions in French were fired at English 
speakers and viee versa. Bogus ob
jections were taken to rulings of the 
chairman, which necessitated calling 
in the Speaker and taking the formal 
vote. This would break the monot
ony occasionally.

Friday all day long reason and ar
gument were indulged in to break the 
obstruction, but no one would listen. 
I,ate Friday night the House lost all 
dignity. Dr. Paquet, Mr. Monk, Mr. 
Leonard and Mr. Bergeron were all 
absent and they form the French- 
speaking portion of the Opposition. 
Hence the French members who re
mained to support the ministei- had 
them at their mercy. French ques
tions were propounded thickly and 
speeches in French delivered on every 
conceivable topic to the disrriay of the 
Opposition, who did not know what 
was going oil

Sam’s Unrecorded Speech.
At seven o.m. on Saturday morning 

the House presented a very laughable 
picture. Col. Sato Hughes was speak
ing with great enthusiasm fully half a 
dozen members were sound asleep ; 
the House was in a- disordered state 
torn paper littered, around, chairs out 
of place, members lolling on the 
desks. The Hansard reporter was sit
ting back in his chair sound asleep. 
His left hand hanging down at his 
side. His right was lying on hie little 
table, but tne ‘pencil had fallen on 
the note book. To one accustomed to

am in tbe, market to, pur- 
goyemment^eéd-pu^Ev^es
is not sufficient' of these 
sedj West of Winnipeg.
ire Fort William, or Ij’brl 
;hts and graces to govern 
ay cars rèjècted the 
ead cars will be accepted, 
as I cannot make jelec- 

it. All shippers must, ship

,pen«pa any more than the., vote for 
icebreakers. The question 'was 
brought, up in the House at the 
time,-by my hon. friend, who is now, 
the minister of cutsotus, and I de
sire to draw the attention of the 
hon. member for North Toronto to 

the fact. I-will quote to him what 
he then fcfjd and perhaps he will 
find, after I have quoted these re
marks, that the expression that I 
hard “stolen” is not a very proper 
one. In Hansard of the 18th March, 
1892, I find-the following :—

Mi- Paterson (Brant)—At page B— 
91, .1 see that $1,400 of unforeseen 
expenses are charged to commercial 
agencies. What was the expenditure 
ror the trip to Jamaica?

Mr. Foster—Yes; the West India 
Islands trip, and also the Washing
ton trip- The expenses of the trip 
to Washington this year are also 
charged to commercial agencies.

Mr. Paterson (Brant)—That is not 
the intention of that vote, is it?

Mr. Foster—The intention of the 
vote was never thoroughly carried 
out, though it is at present. But as 

we had not a surplus in the strictly 
proper appropriation, I thought it 
just as well to take jthe money out 
of that vote.

Mr.McMullen—I notice that white 
the expenses of the finance minister 
to Washington are charged to com
mercial agencies, those of Sir Chas. 

Tupper are charged to miscellane
ous charges. How is that?

Mr. Foster—It really makes very 
little difference, I suppose, to what 
they are charged es they all come 
out of the same pocket.
I hope the hon. gentleman will 
withdraw the word “stolen.”
Mr. Foster tried to talk out of the 

corner and \n doing so brought the 
minister of customs to his feet. One 
of the speeches of the session which 
will be remembered was Mr. Pater
son’s rebuke and it only occupied 
three minutes. He said:—

prposition would sure- plain the discrepancy, in the figures 
content withholding and tbe ground upon which he arid 
items in his depart- others of his friends haver maintained 

with the under- that the “deal was" a good bntrin the

HINDU TOURIST DETAINED.

Passed Natal’Act Tests, But Not Fed- 
■ , oral Requirements.

Vancouver, March 11.—Protesting 
vigorously that he was a tourist and 
“not with this gang,” Behami Lai 
Verma. was taken to the detention 
shed together with ten other Hindus 
who arrived from Suva Fiji, on the 
Canadian-Australian liner Moana.

The Hindus are detained by order of 
the Dominion immigration authorities 
as they did not come direct from tbe 
land of their birth or citizenship, but 
apart from that, they did not pass 
the Natal Act test as applied by. Offi
cer Munroe, who went on board the made, 
lirier.

Behami Lai Verma was able to pass 
and proud to show the inspector what 
he could do in the way of writing cer
tificates and as he could read and 
write English fluently, he was alright 
as far,as the- Natal Act was con
cerned. He told the officer he was 
a tourist, and was going through to 
England to practice law. The provin
cial authorities had their innings first 
and after Behami liai Verma had 
passed the test with flying colors, it 
Was something Of a shock to him t.o 
find he was to be held by the Do-1 
minion.

The Dominion authorities also held 
a German who came from Sydney. ! 
Under the order in council, he could j 
not be admitted, but, as he stated, 1 
he was going through to the United 
States he was handed over to the U. j

THUGS SWARM VICTORIA.

standing that they could discuss : the interests of the province 
whole matter on these items when all . » . *
the information was at hand.-" - v __ ,

But, insteqtf, of ttiat, th 
into a tritll of eiiduraneé.

grain being rejected 1er
liability tor seed, actiord- 
, Provincial governments, 
my darnel, ragweed, sow 
ed see de,” as used below, 
u aforertientioned weed

■H ,r. They re
fused tp pass à single item oi the de
partment under fire. They demanded 
that the Government—the majority— 
should mx*e a most hu»|iti*(jrijg"and 
unreasonable concession -to 'the min?unreasonable concession - to 11 
oritv, on pain of not being allowed to 
do business. Any Government com
posed oi human beings would take up 
such a challenge. It would speak lit
tle of Its backbone if it did not. The 
result was that the Opposition kept 
Parliament sitting àt 'great cost to the 
country through three wearylcfaiid 
empty days, wHNe they protested 
against a Minister who could not turn 
out information faster than Ilia clerks 
could work.

Obstruction is the heaviest piece of 
siege artillery available to ai^ Opposi
tion. It is, moreover; a gup which 
can very easily blow itself to pieces. 
At Westminster, it has blown itself to 
pieces ; and that lis a free Parliament. 
At Washington, the very pieces have 
been buried out of sight, and the min
ority lies helpless at ■the feet" of the 
majority. The Opposition. should 
think of this before it runs out its 
hundred-ton cannon to brush away a 
fly. If the Minister positively refus
ed information, (hen ttyc situation 
would be 'changed. If the information 
when it comes down revealrocandal- 
ous wastefulness or worse, then we 
shall expect the Opposition to make 
the. most of it. But it Will only weak
en its power to attract" public atten
tion to great wrongs if it insists upon 
flagging the fast expressif Parliament 
every time it wants to ask. a mail 
clerjt why a letter has been delayed.
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that they went to improving their 
premises and . equipment, and from 
that to increasing the deposit# in the 
banks. It is a long step forward from

THE GRAND TRUNK DEAL.
Victoria Daily Times—It is.utterly, 

futile to attempt to excusé- the failÿje 
of the McRride government to protect 
the interests of the people of British 
Columbia ip the townstte of "Prince 
Rupert by references to the dealings 
oi, the Dominion government 3Qth the 
Grand Trurik Pacific Railway com
pany. The Dominion government 
did not attempt to convey We' Indian 
reserve contiguous to Kaicn Island to 
the Grand Trunk Pacific company 
“for nothing.'1 The Dominion govern
ment as guardian ot the fndjhms errp- 
ply acquiesced*ip the disppslfibn of

lows: '
peept the main line east

p C. N. R: lines may be
the main line west of 

hi these lines must bo

(ion, they were at all events facing 
an important and far-reaching issue; 
and they made it i»?riectly plain to 
the country and to Parliament what 
they were fighting fot. They called it 
4 “fight for freedom ;“ and the greqt 
mass of the Liberal party believed 
that the battle was not misnamed.

9© far as we can gather fronv the 
sleepy reports which the papet* have 
been able to give us of the “terrible 
struggle” which went on. at Ottawa 
during the last three days of last

Ex-War Carrespondent ArresteiJ. . , 
Montreal, March' 12—An extradition 

order was grirrtfëd to-day in the case 
of :Willla(ri',SIah'hèx, who claims he 
was « war "côrrespdhdenV tor a New 
York daily during the Spanish-Amer
ican war. Mannex is charged with 
the theft of jewellery from Tiffany & 
Co., New York. Some week ago he 
escaped from thé office of » the detec
tives here, and was only recaptured 
recently.
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and said that R was perfectly "right d0Wn
and perfectly proper because it all an Opposition m certainly justified-m 
came out of the same pocket and demanding the fullest mloreat^ 
that there was no harm in it I did But the Minister who was behind with 
not pursue the subject. I think the h‘s “information explained that >s 
hon gentleman ought to rise in the ! department was getting it readÿ as 
House and apologize in the most ab-j rapidly as it could, and thathe would 
iect manner for the language which soon lay it on the table. Ha. did not 
he has used. I should feel-that I refuse to. give the information; he 
was called on to apologize if I had promised to give it. Some of the in‘ 
eo characterized an bon. member of formatitm. sought he had already giv- 
thig House for having done what I en, and he represented,his staff as

Deseronto Works Close,
Deserroxto, March 11.—Deseronto 

iron works closed their smelting de
partment here on account of not being 
able to obtain charcoal. Many men 
are thrown out of employment as a 
result, as the. company employed both 
day and night shifts the year round.LES C. CASTLE,

mt. Box 1327. Winnipeg


