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OFFICIAL LEADER
OF OPPOSITION
MOOTED QUESTION

Ottawa, Dec. 22—Who will lead
the official opposition in the next

House?

Immediately following the general
election, Hon. T. A. Crerar, leader
of the National Progressives, and
head of the largest group In opposi-
tion to the coming Liberal Ministry,
was regarded as the natural leader
of the official opposition, but a Lib-
eral Progressive alliance within the
bounds of possibility.. Should it be
brought about, Mr. Crerar, instead
of opposing, will support the Govern-
ment. Conservatives will then nat-
nrally become the official opposition
and Rt. Hon. Arthur Meighen (if he
decides to remain in pclitics) will be
the leader. Mr. Meighen will, how-
ever, have to secure a seat,

The question of determining the
leader of the official opposition is im
portant inasmuch as the position car
ries with it a salary like that of a
cabinet minister, of $10,000 a year in
addition to the sessional indemity of
$4,0000.

FIDDLING WITH
A COUNTRY AFIRE

(Toronto Telegram)

Exultation over the complete defeat
of the Meighen Government is possi-
ble in Ontario only among blind par-
tisans who take joy in any victory no
matter how dear the cost. The price
which Canada has paid for last Tues-
day’s voting is the surrender of Anglo
Saxon pre-eminence in the councils
of the nation. A traitorous press in
Ontario threw its mite into the col-
lection-box of sectionalism; but it was
before the French-Canadian vote in
the east and the foreign vote in the
west that the Conservative party,
with the Union Jack at the masthead,
went down to honorable defeat.

Ontario was split over the question
whether it was a privilege of a pen-
ance to face the terrible expense of
a war fought on Canada’s behalf and
on behalf of the British Empire. Even
& dearlybought victory brings discon-
tent in its train, and the party which
scoffed at the menace of war and
Lampered the winning of that war
made ahameless‘ capital out of the
burden of taxation and the curtail-
ment of industry which war inevit-
ably leaves in its wake. Thus was
Ontario split and thus were the other
Anglo-Saxon provinces of Canada
split.

The defeat of the Conservative par
ty is due to the French-Canadians of
Quebec and the foreign vote on the
prairies.

French-Canada was marshalled to
the polls with the cry of “Avenge
Laurier.” The Liberal sweep of Que-
bec_means sothing more or Jess than
this that Arthur Meighen abd his par
ty wars bindgeoned at the polls be-
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passing of the Military Service Act,
which helped to win the war.

The foreign vote of the west was
marshalled to the polls with a differ-
ent but a kindred slogan of vengeance
There is hardly a riding on the prair-
ie where the newly naturalized voters
cannot swing an election in whatever
way they wish. They were told that
ihe Conservative party was responsl-
Lle for the War-Time Elections Act,
which restricted the franchise in 1917
‘0 tnose who had, beyond doubt, the
liesit and the vision of Canada. And
+h.y, too, have wrecked their ven-
geance.

The man who can exult most over
the Kirg victory in Quebec is Dr.
Deslavriers, of St. Mary’s division in
Montreal, who was elected bv 10,000
majoi ity because he sat up nights ex-
empting possible recruits for the Can
adian army in Fianders Field.

The man who can rejoice most over
the Crerar sweep in the west is the
German or Austro -Hungarian voter
who was kept by the British nav)
frcin going to the help of his fellow-
Huns in Europe and who was preven
ted ny HOI‘]. Arthur Meighen from
e ing to the help of his fellow-Huns
in the polling booths of Canada.

Where there can be least of exulta
tion and least of rejoicing is in those
Anglo-Saxon communities which paid
more attention to whisperings than
to warnings and which fiddled when

the country was on fire.

GIVESUP
A WESTERN
PORTFOLIO

Victoria, B. C., Dec. 21—Indicating
his course of action has been dictated

by personal reasons, the Hon. J. W.
DeB. Farris, attorney general
and minister of labor for - the
province of British Columbia,
has resigned his dual port
folio in the Oliver cabinet. This in
formation was conveyed to Premier
Oliver this morning in a wire from
Ottawa, where Mr. Farris has been
active during the last few days in
the exchequer court of Canada.

It is believed in official circles that
the decision of Mr. Farris has been
actuated largely by the development
of important legal opportunities
which offer him more professional and
lucrative hope than his somewhat
circumscribed position as the first

iaw officer of the crown.

Pulp Wood Loss

By Fire Is Enormous

If there was in storage at any one
place a stock of news print paper
sufficient in amount to supply the
newspapers of the United States for
a period of over three years and it
was destroyed by fire it would be a
terrible calamity and yet the loss by
forest fires in the United States in
pulp wood areas alone in 1920 was
in amount sufficlent to have produc-
ed over six and three-quarters million
tons of news print paper, or mor~
than three times the yearly comsump-
tion in the United States.

There were 14,463 forest fires in
the pulp wood regions of the United
States during 1920, burning more than
2,089,408 acres according to a report
cc’mpilod by the woodlands section of
the American Paper and Pulp Asso
ciation, _tn cooperation  with  the
United States forest service.

The losses by ire ¢remendously
handicap the paper manufacturers in
their efforts to determine a future
forest policy for this industry, for
the problem of artifically planting
new forests would be enormously
minimized if the loss by fire in grow-
ing forests could be eliminated.

In the New England states alone
there were 2,415 fines of which 1619
were in Massachusetts, 164 in Maine
542 in New Hampshire, 54 in Ver
mont, and 40 in Rhode Island. The
area burned over in Maine was the
largest of this group, being 39,803
acres. Fires this year have done even

more damage, though no figures are
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yet available, and the same is true |

of New York. Here there were 479
fires in 1920, burning 35,176 acres..
In the group of states including
Pennsylvania; Maryland; Ohio; Vir-;
ginia, West Virginia, North Carolina
and New Jersey there were 4,928
fires, of which 1,697 were in Penn
sylvania and 1,644 in North Carolina.
The total area burned over was 716,
863 acres.

In the lake states of Michigan,
Wisconsin and Minnesota, there were
776 fires, burning 597,910 acres and
in the great forest states of Wash-
ington, Oregon and California, there
were 4,861 fires, burning 645648 acres

The total damage by these fires
thkroughout the country was $6,319,
641.

Colonel W. B. Greeley, chief for-
ester of the United States forest
service, has said that if the forest
fire menace could be eliminated, the
problem of future forests for the

country would be greatly simplified.

Favorable To
Ratification

London, Dec. 23—The Dail Eire-

ann's adjournment of further debate
on Irish peace agreement until Jan.
3, although coming as a complete sur-
prise here, was considered on the
whole as favorable to the chances of
ratification.

By agreement between the contend-
ing factions, the Dail members will
deliver no speeches touching on the
agreement during the period of ad-
journment, nor participate in' public
meetings at which the argument is
discussed, but it is believed the Irisn
people will get together and agitate
for ratification.

The English newspaper correspond
ents in Dublin emphasized the import
ance of the speech of Richard Mul-
cahy, chief of staff of the Irish Re-
publican army, in the Dail yesterday,
in which he advocated acceptance of
the treaty. They thought that his
support, together with that of such
fighting men as Michael Collins and
J. J. McKeown, assured the adhesion
of the Republican forces throughout
the country.

Some of the correspondents, also,
dwell upon what they consider Ea-
monn de Valera's loss of prestige, as
indicated by the vote for adjournment
which he opposed. De Valera's settle
ment that, when he assumed the Re-
publican presidency he did not regard
his oath as fettering his actions was
regarued as considerably damaging
his influence.

Meanwhile there has been some
speculation as to how far a real set-
tiement of the Irish trouble would be
effected by ratification of the treaty.
The Dublin correspondent of the West
minister Gazette, while hoping and be
lieving that it will be ratified, says in
that case the Sinn Fein would still
remain to be reckoned with. Em.
phasizing that the Sinn Fein is not

It. is time that newspaper publis -
ers carried on regularly and o;-;_thu-
ously sn #ducational campaign 0o:ee-
complish protectioni sgainst forest
fires, in order to comserve our matur-

catnse Quebep blamed them for the

al resources and their own interests.
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satisfled with the treaty, he says it is
'.Allllcnlt for the English people to app
reciate the Invincible earpesthess ot
‘00 extreme Republicans of Ireland:
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When tke bells ring out the old year. and peal
forth their message of :';ap;hiness for 1 922
our thoughts ‘go back to the old friends who

To one and All we Wish Happiness
Contentment and Plenty during
the New Y ear

have made this firm the premier Dry Goods
House in Northern New Brunswick.
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' (1) The'Station Garden at Milton, Ont.
(2) The Fountain in the Station Garden at McAdam, N.B.
(3) The Station and Office at Woodstock, N.B.
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but owing to their short life and
labor involved, the distribution is
limited to large stations and ter-
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rt of the country:
lult is pleasing to" r ber that
this work is to be directly credited
to the agents and other employees,

for it is carried out mostly their
own time and through enthusiasm in

The | besutif; their own living quart-
ers. 'R‘:‘ CP.R izes their

effort by presentin on each
division Aenvmo merit. These
are keenly canh for, and in their

results therefrom. \
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