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Canadian Northern Railway Lines Brought Undér
Dominion Control.

By a proclamation issued Feb. 20, and
appearing in a special issue of the Can-
ada Gazette, Feb. 28, sub-sections 2, 3
and 4 of the act granting aid to the ex-
tent of $45,000,000 to the Canadian
Northern Ry. System, passed in 1914,
were declared to be in effect from and
after Mar. 1. This brings into force the
only part of the act which has not hith-
erto been in effect, and so brings within
the Board of Railway Commissioners’
jurisdiction the Canadian Northern Sas-

Jkatchewan Ry., the Canadian Northern

Western Ry. and the Canadian Northern
Pacific Ry. lines by declaring them to be
works for the general advantage of Can-
ada. Sec. 15 of chap. 25 of the statutes
of 1914 dealt with the various lines of
the C.N.R. System which were not, at the
time of the making of the agreement,,
confirmed by the act, works for the gen-
eral advantage of Canada. The first sub-
section of section 15 declared the C. N.
Manitoba Ry., the Irondale, Bancroft &
Ottawa Ry., the Marmora Ry. & Mining
Co., and the Quebec & Lake St. John Ry.,
which had been built under Manitoba, On-
tario and Quebec charters, respectively,
to be works for the general advantage of
Canada; subsec. 2 declared the C. N.
Western Ry.- subsec. 3 declared the C. N.
Saskatchewan Ry., and subsec. 4 declared
the C. N. Pacific Ry. to be works for the
general advantage of Canada, and sub-
sec. 5 set out that the three latter sub-
sections should become operative on the
proclamation of the Governor in Council,
upon a declaration by order in Council
that the lines of the companies had been
constructed and were being operated
over.

The Saskatchewan Legislature, by
chap. 11 of the statutes of 1912, as
amended by chap. 11 of the statutes of
1913, arranged to guarantee the bonds
of a railway to be incorporated under
C.N.R. control, to build a number of
branch lines in the province, and by chap.
43 of the statutes of 1912, did incorpor-
ate the C. N. Saskatchewan Ry. Under
the provisions of these acts the Saskat-
chewan Government entered into a con-
tract with the C. N. Saskatchewan Ry.
to build the following lines: Luck Lake
line, 35 miles; Wroxton westerly, 45
miles; Shellbrook westerly, 45 miles; Kip-
ling to New Warren, 35 miles; Lampman
northerly, 45 miles; Aylesbury westerly,
50 miles; a total of 225 miles. Surveys
have been made for all these lines ex-
cept that from Kipling to New Warren,
and construction was proceeded with on
the line from Wroxton westerly and the
line from Aylesbury westerly. At the
end of 1915, track had been laid for 41.01
miles on the line from Wroxeter and for
8.66 miles on the line from Aylesbury.
The first of these two lines extends from
Wroxeter, on the Rossburn branch,
through Yorkville to Willowbrook, and
the second starts from Aylesbury, on the
Regina-Saskatoon line, but only the first
named appears to be in operation.

The C. N. Western Ry. was incorpor-
ated by the Alberta Legislature in 1910,
with power to build the Peace River
branch, through Whitecourt and Grande
Prairie, to the western boundary of the
province; and a line northeasterly fol-
lowing the Saskatchewan River to the
eastern boundary of the province, which
is known as the St. Paul de Metis line,
and some other lines. Under the provi-
sions of an act to aid the construction of

railways, the Alberta Government enter-
ed into a contract for the construction of
certain of these lines. under a guarantee
of bonds. In reply to a question in the
Legislature recently, the Premier stated
that 153.16 miles of the guaranteed lines
were in operation; track had been laid on
an additional 16 miles, and 161.2 miles
further grading had been done.

The C. N. Pacific Ry. was incorpor-
ated by the British Columbia Legislature
under agreement to build a railway, un-
der guarantee of bonds, from the Al-
berta-B.C. boundary to Vancouver, 500
miles; a line of 100 miles from Victoria
to Barkley Sound, and other lines as
authorized by the Lieutenant Governor in
Council. Section 8 of the agreement,
which was confirmed by the act of incor-
poration, provides: “In consideration of
the guarantee of the securities, the
C.N.R. covenants that the C.N.P.R. will
agree that the Lieutenant Governor in
Council may make rates for the carrying
of freight and passengers on the line
within the province, having regard to the
fact that freight may be shipped into or
out of the province from or to other
places in Canada,” and concludes: “The
C.N.R. undertakes that it will not, and
that the Pacific Co. will not, bring or pro-
mote any appeal to the Railway Com-
missioners for Canada from any order
made under and pursuant to this sec-
tion, and in the event of any such appeal
being brought by others, that the C.N.R.
and the Pacific Co. will represent to the
commission on such appeal that it is sat-
isfied with the rates the subject of such
appeal in so far as they have been estab-
lished within the provisions of this sec-
tion.” The existence of this section in
the agreement was used as an argument
by the Premier in the House of Commons
in 1912, upon which an amendment pro-
posed by Sir Wilfrid Laurier to bring the
whole system under Federal jurisdiction
at that time was defeated and it was also
used when a similar motion was made
iigfing the consideration of the act of

The Minister of Railways for British
Columbia has referred the matter to the
Provincial Attorney General for an opin-
ion on the scope of the order, and the
Dominion Government has been asked
for a statement as to what the order is
intended to cover. Pending the receipt
of further information, the B. C. Govern-
ment declines to make any statement on
the matter.

The Railway Club of Edmonton, Alta.,
was organized at a meeting held there,
Mar. 2, when the following officers were
appointed: President, W. A. Brown, Gen-
eral Superintendent, Canadian Northern
Ry.; Vice Presidents, J. A. MacGregor,
Superintendent, C.P.R.; M. Walton, Su-
perintendent, Grand Trunk Pacific Ry.;
Secretary, J. H. Cummings, local repre-
sentative, Baltimore & Ohio Rd. The
purpose of the club is to enable men en-
gaged in transportation work to get to-
gether for the exchange of ideas and to
enable them to give fitting reception to
prominent railway men visiting the city.

The Railway Y. M. C. A—At a recent
meeting of directors, the International
Secretary requested on behalf of the Na-
tional Council, the release of David
Thomson, Secretary, Railway Y. M. C. A.,
Kenora, Ont., to organize a new depart-
ment of work for returned soldiers.




