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The Voice of the West

The results of the election add lustre to the
already many proad achievements that have
been recorded to the credit of the Western
provinces of Canada. Not since the buffalo
roamed over these plains have the people
been aroused to register such an emphatic
verdict as they did on the seventeenth day of
December. On that day the issue was cnurel{
in the hands of the people living west ofth
Great Lakes. It was well known that Ontano
would be almost solidly for the Union Govern-
ment and that Quebec would be equally as
solidly against. It was also well known that
the Maritimeé Provinces would be pretty nearly
evenly divided. It restetl, therefore, absolutely
with the people of the prairie provinces and
British Columbia to say what would be the
course which Canada would follow until the
War was over. The)putqustionwn.““ﬂnt
would the West do?" o

In spite of the fact that the Western prov-
inces have surpassed all other parts of Canada
in the.percentage of men who have voluntarily
enlisted in the army, there were those who were

to think that the West was ready to
quit the Wol San: 'h;) have nll:ayshemmoﬂ
a ly loyalty feared that the peop
of the m’cst wou{d place economic advantage
before their duty to the state. But the West
md in tones of thunder. From the icy
that separate us from the East to'the
sunny slopes of the Pacific Coast the people
declared that the Union Government should
carry on the war to thé end, no matter how
heavy the cost.

Out of 57 constituencies west of the Great
Lakes, 34 supporters of the Union Government
were and two or possibly all three of
the will be counted into the Union
column b} the soldier vote. More decidedly
than Ontario and more decidedly than Quebec
the West has .

The voiee the West has nlwaysp‘?
strong on economic questions. Many le
thought that the promise of free agncultural
implements and tarifl reduction and the
referendum would loom so large in the minds
of the Western farmers that it would draw
them away from the path of duty. But
splendidly have they acquitted themselves of
P any suspicion of seeking personal benefit
They have declined all that might have ap-
pealed to their own pocket books. They
scorned the path of case and profit and have
chosen rather the path of duty, self sacrifice,
honor and self respect. The isste was placed
squarely “before the Western people. There
was no doubt in the minds of the clectors
The Union Government was formed for one

p purpose and if returned to power was

to bring all the resources of the

nation to the support of the-Allies in the

struggle for democracy and the safety of
civilization.

By their verdict the Western people have
placed upon the alter of the nation’s necessity
all the resources of this most resourceful
country. By the voice of the West the Union
Government has been given its marching
orders to “carry on” and the West will look
to the Union Government to see that its orders
are cammied out.  When the people of the'West
have put their hands to the plow they do not
turn back. ~Fhey are neither cowardly, slothful
nor greedy.

There were thosd who trigd to frighten ‘the
Western by the bogey of the Bi
Interests and there were those who ..u‘.ﬁ
about the betrayal by the leaders of the
organised farmers. Both of these arguments
together with misrepresentation of facts were

used to confuse the minds of the Western
clectors. The horrors of conscription were
painted at their blackest. But all to no avail
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The people brushed aside all the minor con-
siderations, all the petty things -and looked
clearly at the one great issue and while looking
at it gave their answer. That answer was so
complete and so definite as to leave not the
slightést shadow of doubt. as to the stand
the West takes in the great national crisis
now facing this country.

No part of Canada has beeome so heartily
sick and disgusted with the meagness and the
pettiness of party politics as the Westemn
provinces. The new Union Government is
pledged to do away with the patronage evil,
to eliminate the graft, scandal and inefliciency
;rhich invaribly has accompanied government

y
tunity the Western people have had to vote
for a Union Government. They are tremend-
ously in earnest this time. The old spirit of
the party game which has so long disgraced
Canadian politics was not in evidence at this
election. Union Government has been
given a mandate not only on the question of
the war, but on the question of honest, efficient
and ive government. The voice of
the West has given the t ample
power to fulfill all its mlw West
will hold the Union ‘Government to account
and will watch its record as the record of no
other government has ever been watched in
the history of Canada. The West has given
the government its undivided mc;:n. \6;:."
mlxjtohn been given much will p

Farmers in Parliament

Weﬂcﬂ?(‘amlnhumahrgermm
sentation in the House of Commons than ever
before, there being 43 members from the
prairie provinces against 27 in the last parlia-
ment. More significant than that, however,
is that the organized farmers are for the first
time represented in parliament. Hon. T. A.
Crerar, president of the United Grain Growers
Limited and minister of agriculture, received
in the constit of Marquette a majority
of 6,500 votes which is the largest .majority
gimtonnxcamﬁdaliit(x:WmClnldah
a rural constit . R. C. Henders, president
of the Manitoba Zmn Growers' Association,
was elected in the constituency of Macdonald
with a majority of nearly 3,000 votes, in a rural
constituency with a \‘C{‘W jon of
French electors. J. A. Maharg, ident of
the Saskatchewan Grain Growers' Associa-
tion, was elected without opposition in the
constituency of Maple Creck. John F. Reid,
for many years a director and executive mem-
ber of the Saskatchewan Grain Growers'
Association, was clected in the constituency of
Mackenaie in spite of the fact that his L
had the endorsation both of the Unionist
party and of the opposition party. Mr. Reid
15 an out and out of the Union
Government. Andrew . director of the
Saskatchewan Grain Growers' Association,
was clected in Prince Albert. Robert Cruise,
nominated by the Grain Growds in 1911,
this time elected by acelamation in Duuplz:

Every representative of the organised farm-
ers who stood for election as a supporter of
the Union Government received a handsome
majority. There will thus be six representa-
tves the organized farmers in the House
of Commons and who will be able to put the
views of the organised farmers in an
manner before i t.  In addition to
these members, , there are a number
of others who have been elected in the prairie
provinces who are bona fide su of all
the great prin-iples for ‘which the arganised
farmers stand and the democratic spirit of the
prairie provinces will be represented in the new

B spieit of the We is decidedly Sibeive

y in Canada. This ie the first oppor- “di

and whether or not all the candidates are i

support of ‘all the principles of the farmers’
platform, the overwhelming support” which
the West has given the Union Government is
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