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THE: BRANDON CONVENTION
Thousands of Grain Growers have gone to 

the front Vto do their bit" in the struggle 
for freedom Thousands of others, too old 
for enlistment, are represented on the firing 
line by their^eons. Thousands, however 
still remain at home doing equally necessary 
work in the production of food supplies for 
the Allied armies. The battles of freedom 
are not all being fought in France and Flanders 
They are also being fought at home. The 
Grain Growers at the Brandon Convention 
last week made it very clear that altho doing 
their part in the military struggle, .the/were 
determined that the fires of democracy at home 
should not be permitted to bum low in this 
great crisis. Despite the depletion of the* 
ranks of the organization thro enlistment, 
upwards of 600 Grain Growers were present at 
the Convention, making it one of the largest 
in the history of the association. It was 
evident that the war and the problems anting 
out of the war were foremost in the minds of 
the delegates present The spirit of the or­
ganisation was very well expressed in the 
following resolution which eras unanimously 
adopted —

WHEREAS the British Empire and bet 
Albas art engaged in a Me and dmlh sifugglr « 
which we tarLrvr the inlereete el rtnkaalioa are
u auks
^ AXD WHEREAS the O 
is order that Canada might 
errvtte la tlw i-roseeulma el the war. has 
lahre to make a «rama ol the man power aI the 
llomtatoe with the esiwemrd new ul urganising 
it to the tufhm I-■'•«I k point el Hbcreaey :

“THEREluHE he It re—tved that Hi* Uon- 
x rat me endurer the act** ol the Uovrrameet la 
this regard, bat while rwtunang it, deaaree to urge 
in the etrongeel p<motile terme our ri-hurwxee ol 
private prohtrenag ue the pail ol threr regage.I 
in the manufacture ur luntiahmg id war eupphre 
ol aay load

“ANl> we ahm urge that • renew «I the wealth 
uf Caaede ahould be •mmcdialrit tehee with e 
new el impnang upon it the lull were ul the I 
dee it ahould leer la thro lime ol aalmeai .

-AND further, the* remwrem ran only be 
■ ■rgeeierd to Ihrtr lull eflkresary by • Saimaa I 
‘ ' rrainnv ia wlre-h the lauiama ol the pohueel 
iABftàn* shall Ur ma<ir imiirrli auldffYtMl le iW
iBinrnU ol the Nate "

The Groin Grower» are willing as they 
ulwav» have lieen willing, to bear their full 

. share hi evgry national burden and they are 
.Ictcmuned that the war shall be prosecuted 
to a successful modueoo But they have 
the courage to s|*ak out and express their 
view* on the waste and graft that has character­
ised Canada's participation m the war and the 
inefficiency of any purely Party Government 
to handle effectively our national jenhleim 
at this time

FARMERS MEAN BUSINESS
The National Political Platform, prepared 

and issued by the Canadien Council of Agn 
culture last month, was discussed in detail at 
the Brandon convent too last week and unani­
mously adopted without iltmun It eras the 
feeling ol tlx delegates present that the plat- 
furm crystallised the thought of the orgamwd 
farmers of the West anti that whde tl had 
Iwen |-retired by the Canadian t-wool U 
Agriculture, it was not narrow m sedong the 
interests of the farmers alone, but reprsamted 
i hr lw»i interests of the rt immunity at large 
As many renders ol The Guide may not have 
retained the platform as it appeared IB the Bane 
of December IS. we herewith reproduce it in 
full'-

THK ttltOMH 7 tain 
Share*» the. war has irmW the smanaa 

burnil •trragtk «d timet Hnla-W. whtfh bâ­

frer mule policy which ha» rnaldcd her to draw 
ber supplice freely from every quarter ol the 
globe end consequently to undersell her com­
petitor» on the world's markets, and because this 
policy has not only been profitable to Great 
Britain, but has greatly strengthened the hoods 
ul Empire by facilitating trade between the 
M : tier isqd and her overseas dominions, we 
believe that the beet interests of the Empire and 

e served by reciprocal action 
un the part of Canada thru gradual reduction» of 
the tariff on Umiak imports, !isving for its object 
a closer union and a better understanding between 
Canada and the Motherland and by eu dumg not 
only strengthen the hands of Greet Britain ia the 
life and death struggle in which she is now engaged, 
but at the same time bring about a great reduction 
in the east of In mg to our Canadian people; t

And Where*» the protective tariff has fostered 
combinée, treats and "grnllrmrn's agreements 
in almost every line of ( anadian industrial enter­
prise, by means of which the people of Canada, 
noth urban and rural, have been shsmrfully 
exploited thru the eliminalioe of compétition, the 
retaatina ol assay of ear smaller iaauslrtre aad 
the advaffeement of prices <>n practically all 
manufacture-1 good» to the full extent permitted 
l.y the tariff;

Aad Where*» agriculture'-the basic industry 
upon which the surer* of all other industrie» 
unmanly depends » almost stagnant threoul 
Canada as shown by the drrhaiag rural population 
ia both Eastern aad Wester* C anada, flue largely 
to the greatly increased met ol agricultural imple­
ments aad machinery, clothing, boots aad shoe», 
lKidding material and practically M Wylhtag the 
farmer baa to buy, caused t.x the peoteotiws 
tariff, ■> that it is becoming imposai bis lor I armer» 
gaeersllyto carry ue fanning of wrwuoasprodtabi) ,

Aad Whereas the protective tariff Is the awst 
wasteful and costly method ever designed for 
raising aatinaal «erreur, because lor every dollar 
obtained thereliy for the publie treasury, at bate 
three dollars pa* into the poehete of the preteoted 
interests, threrl-y tanhhag up a |>nrdeg«l Ham at 
the espenar ol the WISH, thus making the rich 
richer sad the pour poorer.

Aad Whereas the protertive tan* has Im and 
ia a chief romiptiag infb-et-.e la our national hie 
laws use the protected MUerreU, la order to main­
tain their unjust privileges, have ronlnbuted 
lavishly to pnfriieal campaign loads, thus ra 
rourigiag loth lirai put»» la Ieoh In Uwm 
foe support thereliy b-wenag the standard el 
puldlc more

Therefor» he II Rewelted that the Vaaadtsa 
t aeaeff el Agrtrahae*. mars ntmg the organised 
Iarmer» U Cana-la, urge» that as a mrass of 
• ringing slmut the* touch aaadad rs<ora* aad 
•I the same lia» reducing the high coat of living, 
now proving such a burden oa the pere-te of 
tarred» our tariff Uwe should I» amended as

campa if fund eon 
both before and aftei

taSa
rhargsd t

Greet Brttam le one hail the raise 
ih» gmrrwl tariff aad that further 

dretroas he mad» N the 
tan* œ Hellish i
free trade Urtasrn Greet Bntam

2 -That the Rmpn*ii) Agrsmwet el 1911, 
luch eull r m-ir- na the Vetted Nate» stelet* 
-As, be accepted by the Parks»set sf Canada 
A—That a* feed stuffs eat mHndsd ia the

1. —The naliooalisatioo ol all railway, telegraph 
and express companies

2. —That no more naturel resources be ri-seated 
from the crown, but brought into use only under 
short term leasee, in which the in tenets of the 
public shall be properly safeguarded, such lease* 
to be panted only by public auction

3 —Direct legislation, including the initiative 
and referendum and the right of reraj.

4 —Publicity of pofitiraTt 
tnbutiuos and expenditures 
election».

6 —The abuhliuii of the patronage system
6.—Full provincial autonomy ia liquor légiste - 

lion, including manufacture, export and import
7 —That the extension of the franchi»» tu 

women in any province shall aut-imatieatty admit 
them to the federal frmeehiar

After the platform had been discussed and 
adopted, some discussion took place as to the 
ways and means of giving effect to it A 
committee was appointed to draft a resolution 
covering this matter and the convention 
adopted it unanimously in the following 
terms — »

“That the NaUoaal Puhueei HaUorm prepared 
by the Canadian Council of Agriculture, aad 
adopted by lb» cunvcetiuo be referred to lbs 
local amn nations, with a request that it be 
thoroughly ilisctiwa-d each torn! aad he voted 
upon not later than February IS, aad that tte 
result 1» forwarded to the central ofltew promptly

“And, further, ww would urge that ei 
of the amurtatma who votes for the 
ib» platform show Id am every legii 
at the next Doouaam rterUua to m 
Hue el the candidate who eaa be di 
to ua» h» lest effort» to have the . 
tb* platform enacted into tegutelsoa.

“Aad. further, se tb» pteifurtn rep 
lret interests of the enure eosem* 
urban aad rural, we would 
favorable vote I» reported by the 
inrt uffkwre he notiâed l# 
rentrai ufice aad I» 
live ia ■sklaa the 
plan el eampaign i* support td the

It eras announced that the Canadian Council 
of Agriculture ia preparing a handbook of 
information on every plank in the platform, 
which will be issued in the course of another 
month to the local associations thruont the 
three provinces The great need is educational 
work ui ardfcr that the great mass of the people 
of Western Canada, both urban and rural, 
may ht encouraged to support candidates in 
favor of this platform. It should be a matter 
of pride to the Western farmer» aotf all other* 
in support of this platform that lor the first 
tiff* in their lives they will knoer dsAnfealy 
upon what they are voting Ordinarily the 

in an election era so runfusad that no 
man km-wm what he votas lor This 
there anil be something definite

- nisi agncxiliurel implements. lane am 
, esteems fsrtihsere. reel, lumlre. sameat 
■nag Iref aad Mew l mg -ate la pteri I

oe the free hex 
A—That the

of hie be
a That all lartff 

iigainm he 
Ihiisia

TAXATION roe RCVENIK 
A» there lartff wdartinae will vary 

redore H» Mu™! ni-iiw faun

1 —By » dBase las 
mftafiae eff asireal i 

T -By a sharply 
all laseewe ever 94409 a year 

1 —By a heavy

T-"
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OTHKB NBTBMIt UlOUtt

SAVE OUR SOLDERS 
Over a year ago Mr. Lloyd G- 

mg of the i-nxlui t it m of star 
dated that "every laths, every hammer is as 
useful aa a machine gun or rtfie ** Te show 
still further the import asms of munitions in 
the fw reeat war. Dr Christopher Addieon. the 

of Munitions in lbs new British 
cabin*. speaking at Bedford recently, said — 

1 dowbx a three Is ene el 
a* Ighiing »hd if ashed whet, 
te hare at thaw In 
I ŒX) gure wit

Sir Robert Borman, after venting the battle- 
front. made a publk rddress in london in 
regard to the supply of muni time in which 
hr-kclarvd "that the whole potmr of Ihs i

cxntsecrated to the uek " The Tor­
onto News, chief yournabsur mouthpiece of 
the Borden government. in its imn»«T 
her 23. 1916. said.- I 

-Th»*


