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One more symptom of the disease and I have done.
Our Motbher Church is at war, a spectacle to men and
apgels. The eyes of all beathendom, of all visible
suti Christ and all invisible principalities of holl are
upon ber; snd yot we have not a prayer for her!
Poor mother ' Bull tx)oror daoghter! What a con
vomplation for the Charch in Paradise, for the holy
angols, for our dear Lord Himeelf, to behold a charch
so parochinal, so diocesan, so utterly selfish, that no
prayers for our spiritual mother ascend when the
remembrance of his death is celebrated in the Holy
Communion. Isthere no remedy | Heathen Nineveh
applied the remedy and was saved. Could not the
Canadian Church for ¢mee unite in humiliation, fasting
and prayer ? Let us at all events try to strengthen
the things that remain. Ovpe of those things is the
proufise, ' I am with you alway, even to the end of
the world,"” and as & branch o?n National Catholic
Church that promise is oors, and ever will be, unless
we prove recreant, whioch God forbid !

I am, &c,
C. A. B. Pooock,
Honorary Sec'y., 8. T. G.
Toroxto, Dec. 11, 1885,

A FUND STARTED,

S8ia,—I am disposed to believe with many others
thas she course aJdopted by the Bishop of Algoma to
wards the Rev W. Compton 1s quite unjuss. Since
the stone bas been set rolling, the Bishop appareutly
intends to0 resort $0 other channels for Rxk¥UGk than
the colamns of she DominNioN CHUkcHMAN, bat the
oourse may drift 1n quite an vpposite direction to thas
be anticipates. I am pleased to see thas shere has
been a fund started so make up the amount withheld
by us Lordship. 1 enclose one dollar.

R. H. G. Cuaruan.
Belleville, Dec. 8lst, 1886,

-

THE BISHOP AND MR. CROMPTON.

8in,—For many a day I do not know when any cor-
respondeouce bas been 80 iatenscly painfal as shas
relative 10 tho Bisbop of Alg ma's dealings with Mr.
Crompton. I am sure tuis s the fechiug of moss
churcumen in our ecclesiastical province. Jast now
in the blossed season of pemce and guod will, when
men, christian men at all events, are sirivi. g to forgive
differences, aud let charity cover a mnltitude of sins,
1t hiterally ook one's bruath away Lo read the very
asogry words of the Bisbhop of Algoma abont poor
Compton, wntten oo Dec. 26th. 1 bad t0 read she
Bishop's letter over twn tiumes betore I could bring
myself 0 bchieve it possmible tor Doctor Sullivan to
bave penned is. 1 have a stronyg impression that when
10 cool moments his L.ordship sees nis wrathful words
and those long, long sentences 1o print, his generous
mind will deeply regres their publication. Evidently
they were wnitten in hot haste. ‘' A tissue of evasions,
lnventions, and misreprusentatioos;’’ ‘‘a tirade of
bitter and baseless persooalitios;’ ‘' slanders; "
" falsehood ; '’ are exprossions which strike a disinter-
ested riend of both partiee as unduly severe, and
somewhat unbecoming towards such a missionary hero
as Willam Crompton. Whatever be the taults of the
latter—and from what I know of bium po man is more
ready to admit and deplore his constitational 10firmi-
ties than Mr. Cromptou bimsell—bhe is a devoted ser-
vans of Chnist and His Church, and of whom we all
must be exceedingly proud,—whore life.long labours
from infancy to whis bour have raised him t0 wn emin-
ence lar beyond shat r.ached by most Bishops or
Priests in the Dominion, and whose name will be re-
membered when thousands of other missionaries are
buried 1n oblivion, Sarely to such & man,—who has
dooe for Algoma the work of ten men—it wouald at
least be jadicious to

** Be to his faalts a little blind,
Bat to his virsues very kind."”

Yes, 8ir, I cannot refrain from saying that, to me
and I believe to & great many others in Canada and in
old England, the name of William Crompton sheds a
lustre over the diocese of Algoma that cannot ever be
dimmed, and which is soarcely second to that of its
late first saintly Bishop, who raised Crompton to the
Priesthood. That good man—whose memory must
ever be revered--was well aware of his missionary’s
weaknees, but he reckoned them as nothing when
compared with the extraordinary seal and selt-denial,
the organizing ability, and the uuprecedented sucocess
of Crompton in his Master's cause. A manifest and
marvellous blessing rested on the man and his work.
This I state from personal knowledge. No doubt even

the Lest men will have differences in doubtful and un- | pe:

essential matters. Between Doctor Fanquier and Mr.
Crompton there was happily a general harmony that
may not now exist between Bishop and Priest. Still 1
sm quite satisfled that of himset/ the prerent broad
and lLiberal-minded Bishop would never quarrel with
such & man as Crompton for any ehurch proclivities.

DOMINION CHURCHMAN

per<onally 1 greatly regret that a disrenpecttol word
should have been written) and throngh the Bishop

thewe others, whom 1 forbear to .designate further,
that anything like persecution of William Crompton wili
not be tolerated. he whole church has au \wteroxt 1o
§ 1n brave old missiopary's peace and welfarc. The

wooner this miserable disputation comes to an end the
better for all parties. The Bishop of Algoma is wise
in declining furthercorrespoudence in the public press,
““The interests of his Diocese '’ are sure to be ** im-
verilled ” by any attempt to depreciate Crompton, or
interfere with bis work which 13 beyond all praise
May I suggest that one or two nnprejadiced gontlemen
(not party men) may be found to exercise a medintional
office see whether there is not a modus vivendy for
both the Bi hop and his Presbyter, whose chicf tanl
lies in the allowing his impulsive pature to get the
bstter of his discretion, bat who is beloved and
bonoured by us all. Would to God we had a thousand
Lbkeminded men in Canada. It is such men that, with
all their failings, make the desert blossom like the
rose. What would the desert of Murkoka be to-day
bad not God's providence sent Willlam Crompton
there ?
T. BEDFORD JONES.

Napanee, Dec. 81st, 1885.

MIDNIGHT CELEBRATIONS.

Sin,—1I should like to hear the views of some of
your readers on the subject of midnight celebration~
of the Holy Communion. Iam awaie that it is a very
Cathalic and aocient practice to celebrate the Divine
mysteries on Christmas Eve at midnight. Tlis, how-
ever, I presume has been due to the pious memory of
tbe mogelic message 1n the night upon the Judeawu
hills to the shepherd watchers. Whether such a
ocelebrasion at such an hour 1n our parish charches 18
advisable in the interests of devotion and reverence is
aa open question. No doubt in the religions houses.
where only the *religieuses’ would assemble, the
celvbration would be preceded by a proper interval of
fasting, meditation and prayer. [ fear tbat very many
who are now ‘' attracted’’ to our churches by the
midoight service, come in & very unprepared way—
some directly from galety, some directly from the
supper table, some as members of a * party whick
bas beon made up to go to midnight service.” Allow
3, bhowever, ihe propriety of a midnight Christmasr

ebrasion, where carefully guarded agaiust profanity,
what shall we say of a New Year's Eve midniebt
celebration, to which the masses have been 1nvited by
advertisement, and which 18 thronged by men and
women, thas astracted, and who have not pretendea
to make the mlightest preparation for the solemn
~ervice ? If it is urged that an opportunity is thus
given to the earnest minded to begin the new year 1u
God's house, why should they begin 1t a4 12 o'clock ai
midnight ? I am not now speaking so much of Lolding
& midnight service for the masses (though I never saw
any good come out ol it, and have ouften strongly
suspected much evil as the result) at which a sermou
might be preached, but I am speaking of the intense
rsk of protaning the Holy Sacrament which these
midnight services involve. If the Christian 1s a0X100x
that hus first moments of the new year shall be spent
in God's house and at *‘ God's board ’—why canuot
be rise ‘* with the sun,” and let the clergy see thai
opportunity is afforded by an early celebration ol the
lroly Commumion upon the Faast of the Circumcision
that is upon the 1st Junuary ? I am sure to rise at 6
o'clock and proceed to God's house is & far mor
devouts, reverent and holy way of beginning the new
year shaa to sit up sill 12 o'clock tbe night befors, and
make up for loss of sleep by rsing extra late on the
first day of the new year. w.

———
ALGOMA.

Sir,—May I ask for some of your space that I may
acknowledge with warmest gratitude the receipt ol
$30 from she Cbildren’s Church Missionary Gaild,
Oscawa, per Miss Yielding, Hon. Sec., with the request
tbas I would acoept as an 'Xmas gift; also a box of
bousehold necessaries (very welcome under prosent
circumstances), and contaming also & nice plum pudding
and some presents for children, per Mr. Mawugy from
fricnds in Ottawa and New Edinboro’; & large roll ot
Charch of England almanacs for '86 (8. P.C. K) from
a lady in Dover, Eng.; a box having therein many
rsonal gifts to my family, and a pluwp pudding from
s friend 1n Surrey, Kog.; & handsome copy of the
Teacher's Prayer gook. by Dr. Barry, from a dear old
friend in Louth, Lincolnshire, Eng. ; a packet of large
ornamental sexts smtable for walls, from a frieud in
Wilsshire, Kng., and 'Xmas and New Year's cards too
numerous 0 more than allude to. The 'Xmas

But, alas, there are are others realy sod willin”
snough to strike bebnnd the Bishop’s buck  Tvi- for|
this reason that I take np my pon, deprecating all the|
harsh, rude, and violent linguage of both ridex, bat
as~uring the Bishop of Algowa (10 regard to whom

U]

gifts from the pople of my mission bhave been very
good, nod 1oclude a couple of tnrkeys to breed trom, ®
turkey ready tor the spit, & pair of pure bred darking
fowls, and a rustic garden chair made by a setiler at
Lancelot from cedar branches. These thinge, with
mauy papers sent, illustrated and ot 1illustrated,
Moonshine, and Punch, and a coutinual flow of sy mpa-
thotic levters, compel me to look somewbat more on
the bright side of things Some friend at Ostaws bas
ment 8 comfortable dressing gown, both usdeful and
warm, and whioh [ Lave great pleasure 10 wearing as
{ write. 1ask for the prayers of all my triends at the
Lest time for intercessions, when they meet their Lord
at His Holy Alsar.
I am, &c.,
WiLLiaAM CRCMPTON.

AsppIN P. O., Muskoks,

Canada, December 26th, 1885.
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BIBLE LiEssoN.

* The Gadarene Demoniacs.”’—S8¢. Mark v. 1, 20.

If the question were put to each of us whether we
should prefer liberty to slavery, there would be no
doubt of the answer. Yet there are many who think
themselves free who really are slaves. This is the
worst kind of bondage.

(1). The Demoniac's Bondage. We saw last week
vhas on the east coast of the Sea of Galilee the coun-
iry is a wild and hilly region, many tombs cus in the
sides of the bills. The people who lived in the dis-
uricy were called Gergesens or Gudarenes, they were
chiefly Gentiles. Ouar Lord had crossed she lake to
find rest and peace, bat it was not to be found bere. No
<ooner had He landed than a terrible sight meets His
view, a wilder and fiercer storm than tbat He bad
just quelled. For a long ime there had ¢Xisted in the
ueighoourhood two poor men possessed with evil
spirits, one of them especially terrible, be had often
been chained up by his friends, bat as often broke
loose; he lived in the caveins: such a terror did he
inspire that men dared not pass that way. Day and
uight he would roam abous shrieking, cutiing himself
with sharp stones, naked, his soul snd body in the
power of evil spiriiss, will and speech guided by
demons possessing him. ‘

(2). 1he Demoniac's Deliverance. —Their friends
uad long since given them up as hopeless, but see
«hem now rushing down to Jesus. Is Jesus afraid ?
No, the evil spirits have now met a stronger one. See
what the fisrcest of the demoniacs1s doing ! crouching
o terror av Jesus' feet, the demons within recogniz-
.ng the presence of Jesus, verses 6 and 7, and know-
ing what His- mission on earth was, (8¢ Jobn 1. 8,
oxolaimed, ** I adjare The¢ by God, tormens me nos,’)
tuey dreaded bewng sent by Jesus unto the ‘‘ Abyss,”
(Se. Luke viii. 31, Rev. Ver.,) the place prepared for
ovil spirits, (Su. Mats. xxv. 41; Rev. xx. 3, 10) Our
Lord asks the man his name, verse 9, not for His own
iuformation, but in order thas the disciples mighs
near the evil spirits confess their presence, and 80
théy might see the reality of the maracle. Whas s
the answer ? Leigon, a word used for the largest
division of the Komau Army, about 6 020 men, mply-
iog that & vast company of evil spirits bad taken
possession of the man, compare (St. Luke viu. 2; 8t.
Luke x1.26) See their strange requess, verse 12, to
be suffered to take refuge in the swioe, which were
feeding in large numbers near by. And what a scene
tollows | verse 138. We cannot understand this, those
who witnessed 16 could not, but one thing was plain,
verse 156, the demoniac who had been the terror of the
neighbourhood was restor:d to himself ‘‘ in hus right
micd.” Did shese Gergesenes feel gratefnl to Jesus
t-r this wondertul cure ? they thought more of their
~wine than their Saviour, verse 17, they begged Jesus
to leave them. How dufferent 1% was win the man
bimself ; he begs that he may remain, but Jesus has
other work for him to do. Though the Gadarenes
pray him to depart, He will send them & preacher.
The man so wonderfully cured must himself pro-
claim the good news to his friends and neighbours,
verse 20, s0o God expeots every Chrisiian man to be a
sort of missionary.

(8). The Soul's Bondage. Now-a-Gays no people are
possessed with demons, yet there are many in dondage,
(St. John wiii. 34.) Those who sin wiltully are Satan's
slaves. He takes them captive, leads them on until
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