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Theological.

‘THE MIRACLES OF CHRIST.
PART IIL

Aa iy, while the miracles of Jesus Christ were the
spontaneous expressions of Lis sovereign and almigh-
ty power, and therefors transcended all others, they
were greater in pther respects, in number, in variety,
in constancy, and in uniform beneficence. No one
evcr crowvded so mmany mighty acts into so short a
_space of time. His course was all miracle—the
:powers of nature, the evils of humanity, in all their
countless varicties, the demon world wnh_nll its
‘boasts ; all were every moment subject to him, and
‘wherever hc went they fled before him. A look, a
‘word, a touch of the hew of his garment, revealed his
swondrous power ; hisz constancy was unwearied ; he
neverin a single instance failed ; his authority was
unliniited, cither by difliculty, time, or death. His
disciples on one occasion, in his absence, sought to
eject an evil spirit, but they were foiled ; be spake
the word, and it was done. \When the beloved fel-
low-labourer of Paul was sick (for* indeed he was
very sick, nizh urto death,”) the apostle wrought no
miracle for his recovery, but ascribed his restoration
to Divine compassion. It was Jesus in hcaven that
had-inercy on him ; and when the workers of other
miracles lnid down their powers with their office in

the dust, Jesus Christ inore graciously revealed his ; |

he not only exercised it in death, but extended his
elaims beyond the grave ; he arose from the dead by
his own resistless might, ascended up into heaven,
earrying with him the trophy of his power and love
into the regions of iinmortal blisa,

= But the uniforin beneficence of the miracles of our
Saviour impresses upon them a Divine character, and
perpetually illustrates the love which on earth te
came to gratify, and at the same time to infuse into
the hearis of all hia followers. A remark has heen
inade, and we deeply feel its justice, wheén we trace

~ the footateps of hiin who went about doing good, that

the miracles of our-Saviour were not merely demon-
strations of power, but acrs of the purest and most
“ disinterested henevolence ; that they have a kind of
ethical excellence, a close and striking conformity to
the peclinr temper, nz well a3 the distinguishing and
important mission ot Him by whom they were per-
formed. We mightselectas un example, the case of
the widow of Naia.
V. But we pass on ta answer, in the fifth place,
another important question suzgested by the subject

of miraculous power employed to establish the singu- !

lnr and exclusive cluims of Jesus Christ, us the sum
and substanco, the theme and the glory of that reve-

Intion which bears the impress of his name;—what is |

the ground of the credibility of these miracles, And
is the testimony through which they are derived to
us, an adequate and proper mediuin of conveying
their hnpression to our minds ?

Some, who wadt u pretext for their infidelity, con-
tend, that if miracles were ouee accordud for the pur-
pose of establishing the faith of any of the human
race, all the rest bave an equal claim to the distine-
tion ; and that ioiracles can oniy influence those
who bave personally witnessed them. How little do
these persons understand the character of human na-
ture, and the eflct of miracles, simply and alone con-
sidered upon that human nature, even when ex-
bibited with a proternatural energy that strikes
both the earth a::d the heavens ! The intention of
miracles can only be realized by the miud receiving
the system of truth which they arc wrought to en-
force. l{tha heart be disinelined to this—if the testi-
mony which addresses itself to faith be disregarded,
amidst the multitude of appeals which are inade to

the senses, miracles may be believed—-may be admit-
ted—and yet their end be entirely defeated.

The ideas of a reality helonging te a supernatural
occurrence, and of the truth involved in a particular
religion which it has trauspired to co_nﬁrm, are not
uniformly, nor frequently, associated in the wmind of
the spectator. Curiosity may gaze with a perfect
vacancy of speculation. ‘I'housands were fed by our
Lord through the most palpable operations of miracu-
lous skill and might ; thousands witnessed his cures
of diseases and his exorcisms of demons. Yet how
seldom did the conviction appear to them, thatif
these things were true, so also must be the doctrine,
he taught ! Herod hoped to have seen some miracle
done by bim, but it is abundantly clear that had his
wish been gratified, he did not surmise that it wonld
pledge him to the alowance of any particnlar reli-
gious system. The Pharisees even accused him of
“ ensting out devils by the prince of devils.”

Miracles, alone, astonish and confound ; they do
not convince nor persuade. But when associated
with moral testimony, when forming part of a great
system of truth, then is their weight admitted, and:
the result i3 most salutary.

“When miracles, as facts, are worked, so to speak,
into a system of principles, they must both be leisur-
Iy and circumstantially examined together. The
maral and the miraculous evidence, thus united in
one ealm record, are more likely to make their way
to the understamding and the beart, than if they were-
both submitted at the same time, under circumstances
of stroug and opposing excitement, where the senses
might overpower the reason, and bring the gpectator
to conclusions altogcther foreign to the design of the
wonders by which he had been amazed.

It may, however, be objected, that miracles, thus
intermingled with the doctrines and truths of revela-
tion, and accompanied by all the weight of testi-
mony, are rejected. It is true ; and so as we have
seen were the mirncles even by those who saw them
performed. ‘The same perverseness which rejects
the combination in one uniform and glorious testie
mony would reject the evidence of miracles before
their own eyes ; ** Neither would they be persuaded
though one rose from the dead.”

We contend, however, and wish we had time to
show more at length, that those who possess a record
of miracles, combined with the revelation which they
attest, are in a far more favourable condition to re-
ceive the revelation as a whole, than those who ac-
tually witnessed the miracles themnselves, especialiy
when we consider the nature of the testimony which
establishes the cradibility of the niiracles recorded in
the Old and New Testaments. And, if we he asked
for the authority on which the miracles of Scripture
rest, we point at once to the character of the wit-
pesses—the nature of the miraculous appeals inade
to them—their opportunities of judging—the conduct
which they pursued—the scrutiny which they under-

| went, and the inmediate and ultimate conscjuence—

the universal diffusion of the Gospel by their instru-
mentality. As to the witnesses, they were under no
possible temptations to deceive the world. Asto the
iracles, they were such as an impostor would not
have attempted, and such as an cnthusiast could not
have effected. [ They had no disguise ; and were, in
a variety of instances, of such anature ue to preciade
the very possibility of collusion. They were per-
formed in the nidst of his biticrest enemies ; and
were so palpable and certain as 1o extort the fullow-
ing acknowledginent even from persons who were
most cazer 10 opposo his doctrines anid discredit bis
pretensions : ¢ This man doth many miracles : if we

let him thus alore all men will believe in him.” As-

to their opportunityof judging, they were assiduonsly
instructed in the doctrines of which the miracles were
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