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HOPE PEFERRED
Once again Irishmen at home and
throughout the world will celebrate |
the
patron saimt with
remember the long black

feast eof Ireland's apostle and
to

record of

good reason

English misgovernment., That great |
Irishman, 8ix Horace Plunkett, gave |
the sound amd statesmanlike advice
that ‘' Amgle-Irish history
Englishmen to remember, for Irish-
men te forget.” A section of English- |
men, still of great influence in the |
Government, de
indeed have mever learned—and seem

is for

mot remember

fatuously determimed mot to allow |
Irishmen te forget.

“ Bach gemeration of Englishmen,” |
John Redmond wrote in 1911,
comforted themselves with the re- |
flection that they were righteous men, |
though their aneestors governed Ire- |
land infameusly. NoEnglishman jus-
tifies the government of Ireland in the

‘have |

sixteenth, sevemteenth, or eighteenth
century, and even the Englishman of
the latter part of the nineteenth cen-
tury condemns the government of
jut the

generation

the men of the earlier part.
truth that
Englishmen can plume themselves
on their of Irish
affairs. and ineptitude

is no of
administration
Ignorance
are the characteristics of the Eng-
ish rulers of Ireland of every genera-
tion ; yet Englishmen talk of Irish
ingratitude and sneer at Irish griev-
‘What does
Pitt asked
and ‘What does Ireland now
is the stock of
statesmen of the twentieth century.
that

they are the original wrong-doers,

ances. Irelanc now
1794,

want ?'

want ?’ Grattan in

question English

Englishmen constantly forget

and that they have never acted so as
to obliterate the memory of their
misdeeds. Englishmen love nation-
al indepemdence, but eannot
ceive how other peeple should Lave
this feeling #e00.”

con-

But England was in the relentless
grip of a eomparatively small priv-
ileged class whe prastieally monopol
ized the
and ruled the peeple of Bngland as
well as the peeple of Ireland always

fumgtions ef government

with an eye, irst ef all, to their own
interests amd privileges. The Eng-
lish people have but
steadily emerging from this modern
of | and the

powerful, sustained

been slowly

phase serfdom with

generous and
aid of Ireland's representatives in

Parliament have themselves in
the of

gelf-government.

put

way achieving democratic

The aid generous
|
essential

ly given by the Irish was

to the success attained

‘

Lecky says:

‘A majority of the Irish members

turned the balance in favor of the
great democratic Reform Bill of 1832,
been

and from that day thers has

scarcely a democr
they
assisted.
the

principles they have been the means

U1C measure

which have not powerfully
When, indeed, we consider
votes they have given, the
of introducing into Knglish legisla

tiom, and she influence they have
exercised mpon the tone and char
acter of the House of Commons, it is
probably mot $oo much to say that
their presenee in the British Parlia
ment has proved the most powerful
of all agents the

democratic Eng

in accelerating

transformation of
lish polities.”
that

has been intensified and

Since Lecky wrote, influence
multiplied.
this

decisive

And to crown their work in

respect their help was
passing the Parliament Act by which
Bill three
sessions
becomes law in spite of its rejection
by the House of Lords. Up to this

time the Heuse of l.ords was the

a passed in guccessive

by the House of Commons

[ tution

| prejudices

| the Lords this

| ency, Dublin University.

M | principles of government which he

himself has denounced when applied |

of

insuperable

fortress
the

impregnable English

clase privilege,

| barrier to democratic progress and

social reform. By virtue Par

linment Act this oligarchical

of
instl
thwart the
public will and make representative

will no longer
government a sham,

And all
part played

this was the
Ulster ?
of the

passions and

time what

North East
foundation
the

these

by
the

society

Ever since
Orange
of unfortunate
people have been pandered to and
played upon by the Ascendancy class,
that ugly, parisitic growth on the
life of Ireland. And they,

in turn, served their political mas

national

ters faithfully, yes fanatically. As

the Globe appositely remarks

“From the first Reform Bill down
to the controversy over the veto of
Ulster minority has
been the tool of the feudal
and the persistent foe of democratic
progress.”

classes

In the face of all this, in the midst
of the struggle of democracy and liber
ty against junkerdom and despotism
of Wars
waged forthe rights of small national

while the greatest is being

ities against brutal imperialism,
England's radical Prime Minister and
the War the

House of Commons, tells Ireland and

central figure of tells
the world, that the Irish Self-Govern
ment Act, which has been approved
over and over again by a majority of
the people of Great Britain as well as
of Ireland, which has received theroyal
assent and bears the King's signature
until the
petted Irish tools and dupes of the
feudal classes
tion! Thank

is only “a scrap of paper,”

consent to its adop

God there are men in

| England and throughout the Empire

who feel keenly the shame and dis
honor thus forced upon them.

shall
not only because

Here we quote The Globe
it puts the case
tersely, clearly, fearlessly, but espec
ially because we believe it reflecis
the sentiment and convictions of the
great majority of the self-respecting
people of this self-governing Domin
ion :

“As the London L'beral news
papers point out, in offering a trun
cated Ireland the Premier was offer
ing something the Nationalists could
not possibly accept. Equally un
answerable is the contention of The
London News that the responsibility
for a settlement of the Irish prob
lem rests on the Government 1d
not on the Irish people. The ques
tion of Ireland not problem of
Empire only. In these days of War
the fate of the smaller nationalities
of Europe has become a world issue.
Britain cannot, if would,
avoid the judgment of other nations
and other peoples on the results of
her rale in Ireland. So long as Ire
land is governed from Westminster
s0 long must Britain bear the respon-
sibility for the of
land.

18 a

even she

condition Ire

“Britain must go into the coming
Peace Conference with clean hands
and a clear conscience. The Irish
question must be settled before the
Allied powers discuss with Germany
and Austria-Hungary the future
status of the small Slav nasionalities
now under Teuton ruls,

“ What stands in the way of & just
settlement of the Irish question ?
It is idle to talk of the partition ef
Ireland whem neither party will
acceph this solwsion. On this ques-
tion Sir Edward Carson is hopeles
at variance with his own constit
It is irr
suggest that Ireland must
the fulfilment of British
until the Ulster minority
assent, unless the same
principle applies to British legisla-
tion. Did the Unionists consider
the Nonconformist minority in Eng
land and Wales when they forced
upon it the iniquitous (? ) Education
Act of 1902 and filled the jails with
passive resisters ? Did Mr. Lloyd
listen to the objections of
minorities when forcing through his
social reform legislation? What is
the complaint of Nationalist Ireland?
It is one that affects the honor of
British statesmen. The complaint
18 that by the aid of Irish votes the
Liberal party carried through its
monumental schemes of social
reform ; that by the aid of Irish votes
it invaded Wales and disestablished
the State Church ; that by the aid
of Irish votes it destroyed the veto
of the Lords and removed what Mr,
Asquith declared to be the last
obstacle to the granting of Irish self
government ; that, having made use
of the Irish vote in British domestic
politics to effect a social and politi
cal revolution, Mr. Lloyd George
now tells Irish Nationalists they can
get no help from him or from
Government in fulfilment of
pledges.

tating to
wait for
promises
gives its

George

his
British

“The situation in Ireland has not
been improved by Mr. Lloyd George's
speech. He has laid down the
principle that no minority must be
forced to submit to a form of gov
ernment of which it does not
approve. He asks Ireland to accept

to British affairs To the veto
powers of the hereditary and unre
presentative Peers Mr, Lloyd George
opposed the inalienable right of a
free people to govern themselves.
Shall less be done for Ireland than

| figure.

|
successfully
the British |

has been claimed and
asserted on behalf of
democracy ? .
“The solutic
Ireland must
reactionary

m of this question of
not subject to the
doctrine of minority
rule or the veto of a governing class. |
Britain must set her house in order,
The settlement of the Irish problem
is too closely bound up with funda
mental issues in this War to be side

| tracked or ignored.”

Some time
late

Canadian, prominent in publie life,

after the formation of

the Coalition Government a

shrewdly wondered whether Lloyd
@eorge was robust enough a radical
to withstand the

influences of the social

atmosphere and

classes who

were beginning to lionize him, and

who would with equal readiness

adopt or destroy him ; or whether,
like Chamberlain, he would succumb
it
is too soon yet to answer ; but if the
feels
thick coat of pharisaism at all com

fortable

to their blandishments. Perhaps

radical Premier his present

or supportable,

he

even as a

“war measure is ripe for adop

tion.
the

courage

Had Lloyd George, dictator by
had the

statesmanship to

will of the people,
the

exceptional

and use his

powers boldly, to set

right an age-long he would

the

enlisted

wrong,
have achieved
the War and unreservedly
on the side of the Entente Allies the
force of the
the
heart
but
desirable than
apparently chosen by the man who
spurns the by which he
elimbed to the premiership of Eng-
land.

master-stroke of

moral
As it
deferred that maketh the

unconquerable

civilized world. is, hope
sick
it is

that

is the portion of Ireland;

infinitely more

ladder

Iveland will recover, Ireland will
win ; that wneonquerable spirit which
khas sustained her for centuries leaves
ne roem for doubt as to her
twiumph. But instead of the glorious
page of history thai Lloyd George
ceuld have been largely instrumental |
im writing there is

final

left for posterity
ignoble page
stained with ingratitude, treachery,
and that

te explain away an

shameless and cynical

inconsistency which we try to con

vince the world is exclusively Prus
slan.

THE CAPITAL
the
panies and the Trust and Loan com
the
accumulations of capital in the coun-

but
the

disposal a

LIFE

The Banks, Insurance com-

panies control practically all

In
the

try. round numbers, well

under rtual Banks

figures
at their billion
the Insurance
companiestwo billions, T

have

dollars, and Trust
) this vast
reservoir of capital countless Catho

lio streams contribute their guota ;
but Catholics have an infinitesimally

small voice in its control.

Mature consideration of shis condi
tien of things suggested the obvious
remedy. Catholics of high standing,
great imfluence and wide experience
im the business and financial world
felt impelled, in order that a reason
able prepertiem ef the eountry's
eapital should ke under Catholic eon-
trel, te establish the Capital Life
A rance Company and the Capital
Trust y. Im this there was
nothing te whieh nen Catholies could
reasonably ebjeet ; and as a mather
of faeh mo such objeetion, reasonable
eor umreasonable, has ever been made
by them. As well might they object
te Catholics entering into competi
tiom with of

Com

others in any line
business, great or small.

We are not, however, far enough |

removed from the time of the odious
not to

feel some lingering remnants of their

against Catholics

penal laws

degrading effects. So—however in- |
eredible it may appear to self-respect

ing Catholics
that commendable enterprises
as the Capital Life and the Capital

Trust represent are regarded with a

we occasionally find
such

certain amount of disfavor by timor-
ous co-religionists whose forefathers
must have had more than the ordin-

ary unhappy experience in penal

days. The children of even such as
these must be saught that they are
in & country. The

success of the Capital Life, besides

free men free
the atéainment of the objects in view
at its foundation, may have no small
influence in this direction.

From Canadian Insurance, a jour-

nal devoted exclusively to insurance
matters, and whose

one, therefore,

expert opinion carries weight, we clip

the following editorial comment :

“Thatexcellently managed company
the Capital Life—had a good year
in 1916, It increased its net premi
ums by $16,261 it reduced
expenses by $6,969 ; it increased its
new business by $81,378 over the 1915
The actual new business was
in sums assured, and the
in business in force was

its |

$810.596
increase

| $889,7566, which is better than the
|

[ consideration,

‘ Father

| missionaries

average experience,
were $358,428 at the
invested to produce
It would be difficult to find a
company which has had such an
excellent record as the Capital in the
same stage of its career, and we can
not but think that its management is
extraordinarily capable

The total assets
end of the
6.22%

year
, interest.

THE SUPERANNUATION OF
THACHERS

We have at different times very
supported the proposal to
form a superannuation fund for the
teachers of this province. Now that
the Bill is before the Legislature it
be that

fuller discussion

strongly

may useful to say maturer

and

but deepens our conviction that the

| proposed action is wise, useful, neces-

sary. Any such measure at this date

in the history of insurance can not

fail to be placed on a sound actuarial
basis both as its provisions and its
It

insurance

to

administration, therefore
old

of men

will

provide safe against

age or incapacity a body

and women whose servicesit is almost

insulting to praise. In

grateful

recognition the

those
the

will pay half the premium necessary

of services

Government, by proposed act,
to establish the superannuation fund.
The the

unanimous support and assent of the

measure should receive

Legislature.

"THE CATHOLIC HIGHLANDS OF
SCOTLAND : THE WBSTERN
HIGHLANDS AND
ISLANDS'

The author of this very interesting
book has already two valuable works

| relating to the history ef Cathelie
| Scotland to his credit ; and by the

publication of this third volume he

has put Scottish Catholics and their

| descendants under a further great

The author

order of Sf.
the
stationed

obligation. monk
Benedict,
of the War was
the

chaplain

is a
of the
before outbreak
at Fort

He
the Fleet

dated

Augustus in

Highlands. is now a

with the

H.

and prefactory

notice ' is on M. S. Agin

court.

Two impressions to be gathered
from a perusal of the little book are:
the

in spreading and

first, the part which Irish

missionaries {c

k
faith in
1

keeping alive the Scotland,

for to them is due in rge measure

thesuccess of missionary effort inthis

rugged out of the way country ; and

secondly, the steadfast way in which
the people k the faith in the face
of The 1

compiled largely from ori

ept

fierce persecution. ook is

ginal letters

and Archives of the

reports in the

Propaganda, and Blair's (
Aberdeen.

are I

at ollege,

The districts dealt
South U

with

181,

Arra, Knoydart,

Morar, Arisaig, Moydart, Glengarry,

and the Lesser Isles. The adoption
of these names for so many places in
the New World shows that there was
a large emigration from the districts
named te Amaeries ; and the descend-
ants of the early emigrants will find
this book of their
fathers of which they may well feel

proud.

in a history

The first Viear-Apostelie fer Scet-

land was Bishep Nieholsem, whese
episeopate beganin 1695 andeentinued
for many years with muek swuesess.
Bishop Nicholson said of the Cathe-
lie Highlanders that they
very lively spirits and were wonder
fully

little education.

“ware of

successful when they had a

I'he Bishop made
visitation

a 1700.

Blundell says of that visit :

“On 27th May the Bishop and his
party arrived in Strathglass, which
is described twelve
Lovat. He greatly admired the
valley of the (ilass river, one of the
most beautiful in all Scotland, with
its fine arable land along the river
gide and the wooded hills rising on
either bank. Timber was then in
such abundance that all the houses
were built of it. 'They are called
Creil houses, because the large
timbers are interlaced with wicker-
work in the same way that baskets
are made. They are covered outside
with sods, or divots. All the houses
on the mainland, wherever we went,
are built after this fashion, except
those of the lairds and principal
gentry. Strathglass is partly inhab
ited by Frasers, whose chief is Lord
Lovat, and partly by Chrisholms
under the Laird of

to Strathglass in

as miles from

It will be of interest to
as early as 1661, St. Vincent de Paul
gent missionaries to the Hebrides,
and that the great saint took a very
deep interest in the spiritual welfare
the Catholics of the
ands the west

most

of far-away
on

the notable

Father

Among of the

was Robert

| Munro, who reconciled the Chief of
| Strathglass to the Church.

Father
Blundell

speaks of him as a man
‘whom no adversity could conquer.
He was three times imprisoned and

and |

Strathglass. |
| These latter are all Catholics.’ "

learn shat |

of Scotland. |

sgntenced death

his

to if
banishment
nt
labour

he again

but
came
1704,
whilst lying prostrate with fever in a

returned from

on each oceasion he

back to his field of

once

In
miserable hut in Glengarry, he was
discovered by some English soldiers,
off to the Castle,

where he was thrown into adungeon,

who carried him
and where, after receiving the vilest
treatment, he was allowed to perish,
He had been thirty the
Highland during the

greater part of that time his prin

four years on

Mission, and
cipal residence was Glengarry and its
neighbourhood.

As to Arisaig, Father
says : ‘Justly the in
more recent times loved to be buried
at there
in Great
Catholic
One cannot

Blundell

have priests

Arisaig is probably no

church Britain which has

such associations
this

leave most inter

esting work without reference to
the charming but altogether too brief
Father Allan Macdonald

the apostle of Erigkay, as his people

sketch of

loved to call him

the little

population

His parish was
of
in
Father

I'here

island wh
about

Blundell truly

Erigkay,

)Se

was hig time
four hundred.
remarks is indeed a great
and its
1, all

peats, etc

attraction about the island

It

such

people. has no road at

traflic as carrying

being done by creels on the backs of

ponies. Fishing is the chief means

of livelihood, and this, in addition to
all they

They are indeed remarkably

the crofts, gives the people
require.
happy and [contented. There is no
licenged house on the island, and woe
betide the Father

Allan's time brought spirits to his

fisherman who in
beloved island home.”

This gifted and man
cut off at the early age of forty

lovable was

81

No man of his day was so well versed
in the folk-lore of the Scottish Celts;
and scholars frequently sought him
in his almost inaccessible retreat.
Neil Munro, the famous novelist, has
written a beautiful account of his
visit to Father Allan, and has paid a
deserving tribute to his rare gifts.
regret with Father

Blundell that an extended biography

One can well
has not been written of the apostle

of Eriskay, who, scholar as he
had

cultivated

was,

might have moved he wished,
4

among the most circles,

but preferred to live his life among
his fisher-folk in a lonely wind-swept
island in the Atlantic ocean.

There are many other portions of
Highlands,"”

would like to dwell ; but

“Catholic on which we
it 18

that the reader should go to the
direct.

ing

better
book
It can |
The

Augustus,

e procured by apply-
The Abbey,

Price, five

to Procurator

Fort Scotland
shilling and four pence

“The Catholic Highlands of Scot
by Dom. Odo Blundell, O. 8. B,,

A.,(Scot

land,

F.S Edinburgh, Sands & Co.

PERPBTUATING NATIONAL
SENTIMEN1
Saturday will be Si. Patrick’s Day.
The shamrock will, of course, ke in
the wearing of the
green is besoming quite popular now.
There will be plays

evidence ; for

and coneerts,
some Irigsh and some a poor imitasion.
There will be interchange of
picture post cards whose technique
is scarcely suggestive of the artistic
temperament of a nation $hat pro-
the Book of Al
St. Patrick be sung
and there will be eloquent
that the one
word perfunctory will, in many places,

an

duced Kells.

Praise to will
as usual

orations ; but we fear
properly qualify the outward celebra
of

We cannot, it is true, expect the pres

tion Ireland’s national feast day.

ent generation to be as interested in
matters pertaining to Ireland, or to
be as profoundly stirred by emotion
on her Saint's day their
to
whom the sight of the little sham
the of
melody recalled memories of the past,
the the
shades of other days.

as were

grandfathers and grandmothers

rock or sweet notes Irish

brought back lights and
There are those who contend
it is better Irish

dissssociate themselves

that
Canadians to
the
traditions of the past and to devote
all their affections and
the land

for

from

energies to
of their birth.
the
we were born here ; but it
all
of
land,”

Canada is
that
not
the
"Our
its
the soil that saw

| our native land in sense

does
conform in

definition

respects with
Lacordaire.
native says he, "is not

It

blood and the homes of

government, 18
us born, the
| our fathers, the love of our parents,

| the souvenirs of our childhood,

our

traditions, our morals, our liberty,

our history and our religion.” In
| of the
‘ Canada supplies all these motives of

| devotion ; for they have had a glorious

the case French Canadians,

| history of over three hundred years,

gave us

| His

replete with traditions of valor and
self-sacrifice and

of

our

missionary zeal
But

Our

martyrdom. we

are but

yesterday traditions,
morals, our history and our religion
are more closely

land

with the land of their adoption,

nssociated with the

native of our forebears than

As
Canadians and Catholics, our loyalty

and our piety will be all the

more

unswerving and ardent in proportion |

a8 we treasure an abiding and grate
of that land that

of liberty and

ful remembrance
our love our
faith,

As we write, a picture comes back
to of Catholic

home of a quarter of a century

us a representative
ago.
On the mantel stood a erucifix around
the
the walls hung pictures of our Lord
Blessed Mother Patrick

Daniel O'Connell and Robert Emmet

which was twined rosary, On

St
There was no mistaking the faith or
They
stood four-square to all the winds that
What this
presented by some of our Irish Cana

latter
nation
of
bed

of the

the nationality of that home

blew contrast to 18

dian homes of to-day

in the

there is no evidence of the

ality of the family, and evidences
their faith are relegated to

for tl
Madonna that

the

room picu

16 ures
the

of

to

appear in parlor

are not so much objects devotion

of

Protestants have been pleased to give

as copies paintings which

their sanction.

There would not be as great reason
for the passing ef Irish
sentiment if the faith of our people
suffered it. We
admit that there was a class of Irish

regretting

nothing by must
emigrants, in whom ignorance of the
teachings ef their faith and neglect
of their religious dubies, coupled with
anything but am edifying life did not
ingpire in their children sentiments
of atsachment to Irish traditions.
Some of their offsprings have been
los§ to the Chureh, and others, whose
lives are a etriking contrast to those
of their parents, are among its most
zealous members. But when we find
the sons and daughters of honorable
faithful

anxious to proclaim their nationality

and Irish parents not over
and seeking associations with its his
toric enemies, it would not be safe to
bank too much upon their allegiance
) 54

to

a Chris

" Catholicity,
almost natural
He is

tian before he is bapt

an

Irishman as it were

ed ; you can

efface every feeling from his heart

but Catholicity ; you can crush out

every sel nent fr his

the love o

mind but

altar ; you may break
him
the
fragments, faith

to the last Had that

writer and eloquent advocate of Ire

into pieces and crush him into

dust, but, like the diamond in

the shines in him

listinguished
land's cause lived in he

our day

would have seen the sad divorce of
religious and national gentiment, the
forgetfmulnessof thecenturiesthrough
eut whieh eur sires in the land be-
yond the sea fought and suffered for
the evidemes of things mot seen, for
the smbstanee of things te be hoped
fer, that reward that God will
give to these who ehamge mot their

faith froma Nim.

for

The orviginal purpese of the Sinn

Fein seeieby was to revive the Irish
language, iraditions and eustoms, be
build up the industries and the self-
respeet of the mabtion, se that when
she should have a university and a
parliament of her own, she would
have a population to use them and a
to Its
feared nothing so as
land

province

spirit guide fhem. leaders

much that Ire

fhould become a well-to do

or shire of England, and

that her national aspirations and her

religious fervor would be stifled by
worldly prosperity and the material
influence of the
It
race in Canada

he

istic dominant

nation. were well for the Irish

if

same

we had a move
ment along t
keep the
informed of

and

an effort

lines,
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