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CHAPTER XIIL
PARLIAMENT AND THE EXODUS,

The return of the French Canadian
exiles from the factoriesat Middlehamp-
ton and elsewhere in New England was,
Jike all other great movements of
population, destined to be brought about
by many causes and tfurthered by many
different agents. Pierre Martin's
mission work—there is no truer name
for it—among his countrymen may
fairly be considered as the original
motive force, stirring, as it un-
doubtedly did, feelings, longings and
aspirations hitherto —more or less
vague and unexpressed, yet deep seated
and ready to respond to the quickening
breath of his whole-souled enthusiasm.
The strike of the American operatives,
to be chronicled in a subseqent chapter,
due as much to economic as to racial
jealousies was to furnish the oceasion of
putting the plan of repatriation to a
practical test and to make such a solu-
tion of the situation, indeed, practically
inevitable.

But if Pierre and his immediate
friends, among whom Messrs. Hammond
Mills and Company ecertainly deserve to
be counted, as will be presently shown,
were chiefly actuated by philanthropical
and unselfish motives, the same can
bardly be said for Senator Alphonse
Bilodeau and his colleague in the Lower
House, Zephirin Saint Jaeques, the
member for South Winnipeg. In thelr
case, as was only natural, the political
possibilities of such an exodus were of
vastly greater importance than any
benefit which might accrue to those
whom they hoped to bring back to

Canada; they thought more, in short, of |
the power which the votes of the New |

Quebec would give them in Dominion
affairs than of the improved condition of
the future voters having once been made
clear.

This aspect of the matter, however,
each kept so strietly to himself that it
was never so much as further mentioned
between them, well as it was, of course,
understood by both. Saint Jacques, in
moving for a grant suflicient to bring a
first contingent of some fifteen thousand
exiles from Middlehampton and the
ueighborhood to Saskatchewan, and for
a grant of land suitable for their settle-
ment, dwelt eloguently on their past
hardehips and their claims. * As re-
gards the land,” he said, * the Saskat-
chewan Land and lmprovement Com-
pany is prepared to place at the dis-
posal of the Government, the thirty
million acres lately granted them, pro-
vided the Government will undertake
$o seltle the exiles on it as a ‘eolony,’
and to compensate the company as may
be deemed fair and just.”” To the ob-
jection that colonization as a method of
immigration bhad been fouud undesir-
able and had con-equently been aband-
oned in favor of individ set’ lement,
he answered promptly : “1 am entirely
of the honorable member's opinion—
where aliens are concerned, or people
unaccustomed to Canadian methods of
farming. But 1 would remind him that
we are dealing now not only with what
is practically a purely agricultural im-

migration, but with the repatriation of |
agriculturists belonging to a race which |

for three centuries has tilled the fields
of the ancient province, the descendants
of those who sowed and reaped the first

harvests of the s il of Canada |
ment and opposition cheers.)

There was, indeed, wonlderfully little |
ion to the scheme in prin- |

Al 1) Y
rea. oppos
ciple, whatever technical difliculties
might be raised by a finance minister,
jenlous of encroachment on a record

surplus. The details, the premier was
pleased to say, would be submitted to a
special committee, selected from both
political parties, and composed of an
equal number of F'rench and English-
speaking members, those from the North-
west, having naturally the preference,
to be presided over by the finance
minister. The committee would, in
fact, be drawn from both houses, and
Senator Alphonse Bilodeau had been
chosen to act as vice-chairman., * The
national importance of this movement,”
the premier concluded, amid loud ap-
plause : “seemed to us to justify this
departure from precedent, and 1 am
happy in having the full concurrence of
the right honorable, the leader of His
Majesty's opposition.” The offer of
the Saskatchewan Land and Improve-
ment Company, would, he added, in an-
swer to a qmw'inn, be aceepted on the
Company's term, namely, that the ex-
iles should be settled as a colony on the
land in question, and the Company
would be * compensated " by being al-
lowed to remain nominal owners of the
land, in return for which they had
undertaken to release to the Government
such land as might be required for rail-
way purposes. The Company in-
tended. he believed, to charge
a nomiaal price to the settlers,
extending over a term of ten to fifteen
years. Alphonse Bilodeau's plan, there-
fore, seemed to be working out in the
lines indicated by that astute gentle-
man, of indirect profits, that is to say,
rather than of immediate returns. He
gained also, the immense advantage of
appearing as the benefactor of the re
turning exiles, besides the attainment
of his main object, the consent of the
government to their settlement as a
colony. The foundation of New Quebec

was, he felt, assured.

“(Ca marchd,”

infliecating an unusual satisfaction.

“Yes,' was the answer, * things are
certainly moving, May I ask, Mon-
sieur Te Sénateur, what you intend to do

next ?"”

nder ordinary circumstances the
reply would, probably, have been more
p«.\ite than satisfactory, conveying the
gudavest of hints that the questioner
should~mind his -own business. But
the circumstances, as Bilodeau knew,
wete far from ordinary and the member ' long, bitter contrast of poverty and ' danger of being sw

(Govern- |

for South Winnipeg had undoubtedly
scored s notable success. Moreover,
there was no reason why he should not
know ; he might, rather, fairly be said
to have & right to whatever information
there was to be had.

The Senator, recognizing all this

answered, therefore, cordially and
readily. * I intend,” he said, * to in-
troduce Pierre Martin to His Excel-
lency.” And St. Jacques, knowing the
great personage referred to—at Pierre's
character he could guess, easily enough
—nodded comprehendingly and approv-
ingly.

His Excellency, Viscount Tregarthen,

was a most popular governor, nor was
her Excellency, the Viscountess, less
charming than her worthy lord. It is
the gentleman only, however, with
whom we, as interested in Pierre Mar-
tin's life work, need concern ourselves,
or who has any place in this chronicle.

“ By Pol, Tre and Pen,” says the old

distich, * you may know Coraish men."”
Viscount Tregarthen may be described
briefly as a typical Celt of Arthur's
country. He was slight, dark, clean-
shaven, with an air and manner best,
perhaps, defined as quasi-ecclesiastical.
An Anglo-Catholie, indeed, of the most
advanced school, his soubriquet of Sir
Galahad seemed to fit him better than
such characterizations generally do
those at whom they are thrown.

Naturally, as with lesser mortals, he

had his crities, divided, one may say,
into those who couscientivusly disap-
proved of his * views " in matters theo-
logical, and those sticklers for constitu-
tionality and precedent—idols of poli-
tical mediocrity !—who whispered, awe-
stricken, of his proneness to advise
his ministers, instead of listening, as a
Governor General should, to their ad-
vice. To the first of these classes he
was something more incomprehensible
than *a declared Papist” to use the
shibboleth current among them. To

the sticklers aforesaid, he was an object

of dark suspiecion, an Imperialist of a

more dangerous type than their pet
bug-bears Mr. Chamberlain.

Viscount Tregarthen, it sust be con-

fessed, was inclined to take himself
somewhat seriously, and, with true
Celtic perfervour to exaggerate his
whimsies into the eternal principles of
statesmanship and ethies. Whether,
therefore, the mood of the moment led

him to advocate, with a facile if shallow

eloquence, the blessings of pure elec-
tions or a national park on the battle-
field of Chateauguay, he was equally in
earnest, and equally, to Le candid, ready
to pass to a fresh enthusiasm. Never-
theless, Bilodeau, with a certain
eynieal familiarity with human, and es-
pecially, with official nature, was fully
alive to the advantages to be derived
from enlisting His Excellency’s support
and patronage on behalf of Pierre Mar-
tin's work,

Acoordingly, on Pierre Martin's ar-

rival in Ottawa on his way to Sask-
atchewan, the Senator lost no time in
requesting His Excellency to allow him
the honor of presenting * the heroic
young man who is doing so noble a
work for my exiled compatriots.” The
letter, it must be remembered, was in

French, a tongue better suited to such

| phrases than our blunter speech. The

reply, cqually gracious, was in French
as fluent as Bilodeau's own, the late
Viscountess Tregarthen, His Excel-
lency's mother, having been the

daugh-er of a famous French family.

His Excellency, the autograph letter

stated, would be delighted and honored

to receive Monsieur le Senateur, Mon-
sieur St. Jacques, and that * charming

young patriot”—Pierre Martin, to wit

at 3 o'clock the following after-
noon,

The interview, as may be imagined,
was long and most interesting. His
Excellency asked many questions, which

were answered, not only by Pierre who

indeed kept modestly in the back-
ground, but also by the Senator, and by

the member for South Winnipeg, and
expressed many opinions, to which his
st, with due de-
ference, whatever real importance they
may or may not have attached to them.
What chiefly concerned them, however,
were his expressions of warm approval,
and of his readiness to preside at a
public meeting to be convened at the
Russell Theatre in support of the scheme
of repatriation. Yet in spite of his
gratitude for so much kindness and con-
descension, Pierre was conscious of a
vague, unaccountable feeling of dis-
appointment, as 1f the interview so
eagerly looked forward to, hdad in some
indefinvle w y fallen short of his glow-
ing anticipations. He was not, by any
means, unaware of the difliculties atten-
dant on so vast a movement of popula-
tion, but he had possibly set too high a
value on even vice-regal patronage and
support. It was none the less a feeling
which he strove manfully and honestly,
to banish as ungracious, but which re-
solved itselfl on later reflection into the
conclusion that His Excellency, like
Monsieur, the Quebec minister of mines
and colonization—since replaced by how
different a man! — when speaking at
Saint Joseph de 1'Acadie, knew little
or nothing about the true state of
the matter under discussion. It was as
Matthias had said on the day he came
over from Sainte Marie de Monnoir, the
day on which Pierre's life work may be
said to have begun: ‘“‘How could one so
highly placed, so surrounded by those
who conceived their one duty to pro-
phesy smooth things, to echo what the

hearers listened, at le

was Senator Bilodeau's
mental comment as he left the Speakers
gallery of the House of Commons, whence
he had followed the whole debate on the
member for South Winnipeg's motion. To
the latter gentleman, some hours later,
ke made a remark to the same effect,

their real needs?”

Pierre in the months he had spent in
the streets and factories of Middlehamp-
ton had been made only too familiar
vial chasm, for-
ever yawning between masses and class-
es, between governors and governed,
The people had so many thoughts, so
many needs and so few words wherewith
to express them, words, at best of so
little meantng, so incomprehensible, in-
deed to any but themselves —and their
priests. 1t was a black abyss seemingly
impassable, a veritable slough of des-
pond not tobe bridged or filled in,ariddle
without earthly answer, whatever solu-
tion it might have otherwhere, the age-

with the depth of the sc

It was on terogeneous elements that were growing
yearly more numerous,
more democratic,
ideals, he might have
tempted to say, had he spoken even
more plainly than it was his custom to

riches, idleness and labor.
the edge of that abys:
was standing now,
to one, ready and Wi
to help, to understand, yet without hope
of ever meeting in the grasp of human
brotherhood. Truly, he thought, a
listened to His Excelleney's kindly
words ef encouragement and sympathy ;
between us and you there is a great
gulf fixed!” Truly, for this tragedy
there is no remedy that man may hope

s, he felt, that he
stretehing out hands
illing to touch his,

re parochial in

He saw, also, that the French Cana-
dian exiles, however numerous they
ht come to be, could not, by any con-
ceivable possibility, seriousl
pational or political conditions of the
New England states, even should they
find it possible to remain there, which
seemed to be becoming doubtful, to say

It was so simple and yet so complex.
He had lived all his life, one may say,
in the last years, especially on the one
side, aye, in the very depths of this
modern Tophet, had been ground in the
inexorable wheels of supply and demand;
had seen others near and dear to him
crushed to earth beneath a burden too
heavy for them to bear.
Ah! how could he ever hope
to understand unless like Oue, of Whom
Pierre thought during every waking
moment, he were to go down and be a
toiler himself, were to taste poverty,

equally evident—to him as to Alphonse
Bilodeau—that could these exiles be
gettled in large numbers on the prairie
and Saskatchewan,
forming, in short, a New Quebec in the
Northwest, the part played by their
race would, in the future, to the end in-
be greater than even
that which they had played in the past.
And if in all this he put the true in-
terests of the Empire, as they appeared
to him in the tirst place, it he consid-
ered them before all else, who should
blame him for doing so?
less but more sincere on that very ac-
count, in his desire to serve those from
whom he expected so great a service
for the Dominion no less thau for the

otherwise might he hope to understand.
He was none the less enthusiastic,
however, when discussing the interview

Government House,
the more, it may be, that he realized,

All this, and more, he said, with an
earnestness and an unwonted eloquence
in his speech at the Russell Theatre
when presidiug al the public meeting
called in support of the “Societé de
Canadienne Francaise,”
evoking an applanse aud an enthusiasm
that made Pierre Martin's heart stand
still with excess of happiness.
more, for he opened the list of subserip-
tions with a cheque for $5,000, setting
just such an example as Bilodeau, his
professed cynicism notwithstanding, had
{ felt confident that he would set,

Thus it was that Pierre, when contin-
| uing his journey west took with him the
glorious knowledge that the money and
the land required to make the excdus a
ss, would be forth-
And, once more,

leney to obtain any real insight into the
problems connected with the HKxodus.
learned, knew
more than perhaps any other member
of the governing classes, but even he
knew little, compnared with the know
had acquired, and
member for South Winuipeg even less.

Bilodeau shrugged his shoulders with

Frenchman is capable. * A good man,
damning, some have been tempted to
think, with the very faintest of praise.
“Savs doute,” he resumed, “but! ...
again the shrug, more expressive than
ever, il a les fautes de ses qualités,
means well, but is tant soit peu—how
shall I say it ?—whimsieal, vir desideri-
at the obvious
misappilcation of the seriptural phrase
—“a little given to kunight-erraptry, to
to . . he paused, not
wishing perhaps to discourage Pierre,
or to speak as plainly as, doubtless, he
done, had he and
J cques been alone in the cab.

reality and a succ
coming, when needed.
with a deeper humility and self-distrust
than h: had yet felt, he thanked God
that he, unknown and unworthy,
been chosen to do so great a work for
impossible ideals ; the people he loved so dearly.
CHAPTFR XIV.

SAINT MATTHIAS IN SASKATCHEWAN,

The gentleman in question, less re-

i Ottawa, and with all » comforts ths
ticent and there fore less experienced ’ ith all the comforts that

Senator Bilodeau's good oflices secured
for him Pierre was very tired by the
time he got to the end of it When
after traveliing, as it seemed to him for
endless hours, the train left him at a
wayside shed and went on towards the
setting sun, there were, he found, many
miles of this vast, open prairie land still
to be traversed in the buckboard which
Abbé Provost, notified beforehaud Ly a
letter from Father Gagnon, had sent to
meet him, and even among other new
and wonderful

he suggested, the slang
phrase sounding oddly enough on French
lips, and in a conversation carried on in

assented Bilodeau,
coming to hasty decisions, let us say,
where men who know more of the matter
are content to weigh it carefully.”
Pierre looked grave.
highly placed personage bordered for

So to discuss a

if all this were true, what would become
assistance as the
seemed ready to afford ?
“But what His Excellency said to-
day ?" he asked
not in earnest ?”
“Oh! as for that,”” returned the Sena-
tor, ** he is always in earnest~—pour le
Then seeing that Pierre
seemed to derive but little encourage-
ment from so ambiguous a statement,
he added, cheerily: * Don't fret your-
self, mon cher, he will

But the buckboard driver
was a French Canadian like himself and
in two minutes at the most the two were
exchanging (uestions and answers like
old friends in the speech dear to both.
It was iike coming home, Pierre thought,
even though the land was so strange, so
endless and so empty.

“ Coming home,’
to his own people, home to the freedom
of the earth as le Bon Dieu had made it,

many more had grown ashamed of it as | _But the fear passed even as it came
of the loyalties with which it was in- Where was his trust in God ? Begiges
separably associated ; but English had | could he not tell what he had seen ? l,::
predominated, which, at best, was an | le Bon Dieu see to it, was his reverent
alien tongue and meant too often that of | conclusion, the Exodus, as had been saiq
people pitilessly hostile to his race and | in Middlehampton was His work, jc-t
to his Faith, But this was—New Que- Him bring it to such issue as He shoyld
bee, or the begiunings of a New Quebec | see best. “
to be. New, in the best sense, the Land | In Manitoba ?" returned Abbé p
of Promise which his people might | vost thoughtfully, * too late, m.'.
possess, if they only would. much too late. lls out llm’hqu;::] .
Abbé Provost wisely and considera- | coup, as we say, they let their 2108 o
tely left his guest several days in whieh go by, the schools are gone,  “ But}he s
to get his bearings, as the sailors say. | he continued, “in these two new ;;,-,',
Then, on a quiet evening, he began, vinees, the law, Dicu merci, is on oy,
quietly and almost casually to talk mat- | side for the present. Not perfect \:f(_
ters over. It was a talk in which Pierre | you, but our premier ministre did his
learned many things none of which was best for his own people. Yet out of ,
he ever to forget. thousand schools or more we L‘:Hmd},u;:
There was, naturally some discussion have—how nany think you ?”
of the news Pierre had brought with * Eleven, Monsieur le Curé,” answereq
him concerning the proposed action of | Pierre, for this also as he was v\»vl\.
darliament and of the Saskatchewan | aware, nearly concerned his Exodus
Land and Improvement Company. “Eleven, juste,” the priest resumed
“MonsieurBilodeauis right," the priest “The law has been on our side |l
declared, * we could have claimed the thirty vears, aud we have ..;‘_‘.;"'
land, doubtless, just like other settlers, | schools! Is it a wonder that they w'
but they would have scattered us here, in Parliament : * They don't want Se ,f‘“
there and everywhere,” with a gesture ate schools 2’ It looks like tlmt‘tlmir T"
that conveyed more to his hearer than ! it 2" .
any words could have done. * But,” he “Yes, Monsieur le Curé” Piern
continued, * we waunt to be chez nous, did not know what else he could \f{'
here as we were in Quebec. It is what | The matter, indeed, gravely as it m-(:'.-‘
some of them would prevent if they | affect the issues of the proposed rep t.
could, but Dieu merei, Monsieur Bilo- | riation, was for the present quite Iif:'
deau has made it possible.” Then, more yvond his compreheusion, as it well mig! .
lightly : * This is like the Quebee you | be. He was destined, however, t. \‘. -
know, mon ami, is it not ?” de said, clearly before long and in a wholly 1
church, school and cogvent, all familiar; | expected light ;
eh ?” s “We have se!
b : ot seh ols—when we cuan
Yes. Monsieur le Curé,” was the | Abbé Provost went on quietly, X
y we are few and poor as vet. Scatterec

ro-
ami,

L

answer, * just like home.”
“Well, that shows what we can do too in “_“1" communities over these
out here, nous autres Canadiens,” pur- BeW provinoes, the very thing Monsieur
sued the Curé, “what we might have Bilodeau wisely desires to prevent,
done, mille fois, in a thousand places had And you, lia bas number—how many di¢
our people come out here, to their own yonsay? : .
land, instead of swarming into those o ,l wo millions, Mons'eur le Cur
maudits factories in New England. “Two millions and the land is wait
But they were told to stay in Quebec,” for youl” He spread out his hands
he continued almost bitterly, “and 1 | 2 gesture that took in, Pierre thougl
was screamed at, preached at, for en- ‘ll‘.""‘t""l“ acres, rich in possibilities
couraging them to come out here, even waiting only for their rightful owner
the Bishop was inclined to disapprove “ More,” he continued, * we are waiti
till I showed him the truth of things. | W€ Catholies, Canadiaus like yourselves
‘Dieu merei, some of them listened to | But if you fail this time, if you refuse
me, and they thauk le Bon Dieu every this opportunity that is offered
day I think, that they did."” his voice, to his listener was full
solemn warning—others will take the
land that should have been yours
we also shall be betrayed !”
There was a ]l:\!l;v during wi
neither spoke. Presently the pries
gan again, speaking more calml
not less earnestly., “I do not blame
these English,” he said, thoughtfully
“that they should ‘ one school, one lan-
guage,’ as they say, here in the West
.\l'v,l would grant them both—on cer-
tain terms."”
This was new light, indeed, to Pierre
and his face showed it, ere he broke out
with: * Would you, Monsieur le Curd
On what terms 7"
“On two conditions,” was the an-
swer, Chall an bour's religious teachiog

“[ am sure they do, Monsieur le
Curé,” assented Pierre as the priest
paused.

“See you,' Abbé¢ Provost resumed,
“they have farms these people of their
own. as Monsieur Bilodeau is to let you
have, a hundred and sixty arpents each
and mnot a mortgage on one of them.
Presently, in a year or two this new
railway that our Canadian premier
ministre has promised us, will pass
right through our settlement, they have
made the surveys already and secured
the land. Monsieur Bilodeau, 1 doubt
not, will make some such arrangement.”
—Pierre nodded and the Curé went on:
“Then it will cost nothing, vois-tu,
nothing tosend our crops to market, for | - of sshool % g
Monsieur Bilodeau's company or the alore aohool eather than after, and the
government will buy it all. We shall nght, n! the majority, in any school dis-
grow rich, mon ami, rich and prosperous, 'tnc‘t.. (‘.m_“'hc or Protestant, to appoint
now that le Bon Dieu has turned the |2 m.‘uu.rlt.\ of the teachers. That right,
captivity of His people,” he added t\t_(:::l]: ?:lt'ﬁodf}(]l. l_;'t[l;"ln'f(li. and in Nova
reverently, *and brought them out—or ihin . '(_l‘kp ‘: (t}l\% - ‘IE'R after all. No-
lslbrmgfmg{ them in r:n'lrigerium. into a . Lliriun\: ’I" «}II:]';‘I\;JS. (.(::llll‘]lr.:‘rr'?. :]:\'
place of refreshment.’ : AT & BRI BRG Wisa

Pierre, listening to every word had ::a.t'“_hw? Catholies in England take as
no doubt of it. Indeed, the sigus of \!i;i!;:':t(‘lxl;ll)“ :“““hl"l"“f"‘l' i‘.“"‘d. joossl-
such prosperity had been all about him, | . = ¢ gs and men being as they
as earnest of what was yet to be, during "r:_'f;'“t g should wish them to be.
the few days he had already spent at | .. i3 t?"'-‘ are In “_”"I"'r't-f" objected
Saint Matthias. Present!y, Abbé Pro- ('-“ll.n.l" ‘“'.Nl"‘?tf“”-‘: _“"_"”“’;—' to the
vost touched upon a different matter, atholics in Great Britain.

finding it very good ;
less miles of grass, of growing crops,
free winds and boundless horizons, after
the confinement of narrow, erowded, air- | Exodus prove commensurate with the
and ! hopes of those who had inaugurated it.
e | That Exodus, indeed, seemed not unlike-

long enough to set the to all these count-
You will have his distinguished patron-
age—and a chegue, there will be plenty
to follow his example,
are—in| Ottawa—eh, Mounsieur le Dé-

of | far less simple, less easy of solution, yet

less city streets, to this vast peace
silence after the din and turmoil of th
It was a good land, indeed, a
Land of Promise, * flowing with milk and
Truly, le Bon Dieu was good
to let him see it; surely, He meant it
| for His Chosen People, as surely as of
old He gave Canaan to the Israelites.
For to Pierre his race were, in very
truth, God's chosen people; that was
sence and the reason of his patriot-
That was why—he honestly be-
had been punished for
going into Egypt, for refusing to enter
on the inheritance which here awaited
If they could only see it, a
But if le Bon Dieu pleased
they should see it soon and take posses-
sion of it as of their lawful heritage.
Monsieur le Senateur had assured him
that it would soon be ; the gros bonnets,
the great men at Ottawa, were in favor
of it, even the Governor had lent his
aid to it; his dream was to come true.
What news to bring with him to Abbé
Better still, what news to
take back to Father Gagnon and all his
s at Middlehampton.
Once more falling silent as the even-
ing shadows grew longer, he looked out on
the land he had come to see, and his
with a quick sympathy hardly
to be expected of him, respected
silence, guessing, it would seem, at his
thoughts, or at least interpreting them
wn memories of his first impres-
Funes ceciderunt mihi in praec-
The familiar words seemed to re-
hemselves to the glad music of the
breeze, to the very rhythm
feet : * the lines are fallen unto me in
aces; yea, 1 have a goodly
That night as he lay sleep-
the very stars,
took up the chorus
all around him :
So, at least, it | stay: those who wanted to ‘make money Bile, in short, is Nature's cathartic
but then he was a poet |
Yet a dreamer whose wouldn't come out West, because Mani- | process of digestion and of elimination

“ And elsewhere,” rejuined the mem-
ber for South Winnipeg.
mon failing, Monsieur le Senateur not
confined to Ottawa, though the symp-

marked perhaps.
the example is nearer at hand, and more
constantly en evidence.”

“ And the reward easier of attain-

into silence as the cab entered the city.

His Excellency, as it proved, was
earnest than perhaps either
Pierre had given
If not the great states-
man he fancied himself to be, Viscount

affairs for many years prior to accept
ing the post of Governor General, under
conditions, that is to say, paradoxical
as it may appear, more
right understanding than those he had
enjoyed since coming into closer and

more dispassionate; the focus of vision,
in a word, had been truer, then, than it
was now, when near at hand.
one point, at least, he had gained a grasp
not to be loosened, but rather strength-
ened by subsequent enquiry and obser-
vation, the part which the French race
had played and must necessarily play
in the growth and development of at ue

speech between * English” Canadians,
and their neighbours to the South must,
he saw, apart from all other causes, in-
evitably tend to assimilation of political
ideals, to Americanization; to a drifting
away, more or less rapidly, but none the
less surely, from the older, more conser-
vative ideals of the earliest settlers,
whether French or United Empire Loy-
And while by no means hostile
to Americans he believed that it was
better to adhere, in some measure, to
the old aloofness, rather than to em-
bark on a course which could, he be-
lieved, end only in an annexation that
should stultify the whole history of Can-
ada since the Declaration of Independ-

lJess on the open prairie,
as it seemed to him,
and the silent spaces
great man said as the last utterance of
ineffable wisdom, know of what the
people thought and felt? How, indeed,
could he ever hope to come in touch
with them, to learn their real lives,

seemed to him ;
and a dreamer.
dream had come true.

& Nor did Abbé Prov

after yet another ni
they reached Saint M
en the impression made.
a New Quebec to

It was to the French Canadians, there-
fore, as to the only homogeneous ele-
ment in Canadian national life, that he
looked for that conservatism
should counteract the radical influences
of American democracy.
with a clearnessthat would greatly have

on which the little settl
was not unlike the
Marie de Monnoir, or

country round Saint | had been able to shorten and grew afraid. | aches can be thoroughly overcome.
so his eyes saw it. | If Manitoba had seemed so far, once is only by making the liver active leut:
Hilaire mountain | upon a time, as to drive thousands to | the most difficult cases Uf.indlg(’ﬁ“‘“’
the two friends of | the factories instead, weould not Saskat- | and dyspepsia will ever v:mlsh'- ¢ y
ed | chewan seem farther still, more hope- A single box of Dr. A. W. Chase s
f all, the speech | lessly unattainable, in spite of all the Kidney-Liver Pills at 25 cts. a box wil
the speech | inducements that Monsieur Bilodeau | convince you of their extraordinary
of course, | and his land company might be able to | merit. One pill a dose, at all dealers.
though offer? or Edmanson, Bates and Cow Torontc.

and Mount Johnson, ¢
ears, and the horizon seem

nothing of others, that this conserva-
tive element, this very salt, as he held
it, of the nation's existence, was becom-
ing less effective, as time went on; was in
allowed up by the L.

so far away. But,best o
of every one around him was
he loved. There were many,
we spoke it in Middlebampton,

not of less interest by any means, yet “5” are we, here,” was the reply, “anc
” ’ v may be always for all we know, W
should the hu.\'(- " New Quebec here in Saskatch-
ewan,” the priest continued, “if le B
Dieu pleases, and Monsieun/ Bilodeau
succeeds, as I trust he will. But I dor
blame these English for all that wher
they say : ‘For the west, one laud, one
speech.,” That is what *one school’ means
and we may as well see it so. Dieu sait,
he added, “I love my race, my history
my mother tongue, but out here 1 want
our people to be Canadian in a larger
sense than they have yet realized ac
possible, to share the growth aud pro-
gress of his New West, to take the place
and the part that is theirs of right in

not to be left unsolved,

ly to complicate it very considerably.
“You are too young,” he began, “to
know much about question scolaire in
Manitoba. Our people, some of them,
say they were ‘betrayed’ when the
gettlement was made. Peut étre
but who betrayed them? They
were a majority, at the first, so the
sehool law for many years was in their
favor. Tout a 1' heure,vois-tu,” he went
on, grimly, “they are in a micority; then dedid ¥ )
the zealots of secular education change ::ﬁ];‘;ﬁ;:‘:t?{):fl"é;l’i‘:‘re:t“:;;‘]li‘(":d:‘ ‘“{‘ I{
¢ s tax aws A -} ) ech
the lavl;r .ulul t?)ke the tines awa)t’ fr\t;m from our fellow-eitizens. f;,,g“,h!“ the
::: Sk::etl;:;;,dv ‘l\];‘n:]@‘;s (‘a::rl}‘ :,)“‘l, l:-ut—L schools : that is what must be, whether
whose fault is that? ‘Tﬁey would not | ¥© willor not, sooner or later. Dieu
come to Manitoba, they were not allowed | === e
to come, so they went to the New ®
England factories instead. A fine The Uses of Blle
choice, mon Dieu! How many are they

now, la bas?” he demanded, hastily, ln Digestion

meaning the States, generally, but New

England chiefly. . Bile is quite as important as are the
“Nearly two millions, Monsieur le gastric juices in the process of diges-
Curé,” answered Pierre, to whom the tion.

fact, in all its appalling import, as it
seemed to him, was as of the very essence
of his hopes of an Exodus.
“Say one, so many years ago,” the ;
priest ‘resumed, ‘*‘though one is too You think of bile as something dis-
small a number. If they had been in | agreeable and poisonous, something to
Manitoba, as they should have been, as | be well rid of. In the blood the bile is
they had the best right to be, would the | poisonous and harmful, but the liver
school law have been changed, think takes the bile out of the blood and
you? Would these zealots of a godless | pours it into the intestines, where it
education, a l'américaine, be in a fulfils a most important mission.
majority?” Without bile human life is short ; for,
Surely not, Monsieur le Curé.” Bile hastens the passage of the food
Pierre was too deeply interested in |along the alimentary canal.
listening to say more than was absolu- Bile neutralizes the acid which passes
tely necessary himself. from the stomach to the intestines.
“Who betrayed them, then,” went on Bile prevents the fermentation of
Abbé Provost. “Those who preached | food in the intestines, which in turn
‘Stay in Quebec’ to those who could not | causes gas, wind, flatulency.

Chronic indigestion disappears when
an active liver supplies bile in suffi-
cient quantities.

on the States, as they say; those who | and maintains a regular and healthful

toba was b'en loin. Grand Dieu! he | of waste matter by way of the bowels.

ost’s welcome of | exclaimed, fervently, “it was their own But to have a regular flow of bile the
him and of the news he brought, when, | people who betrayed—themselves. And liver must be kept healthy and active
ght on the prairie, | they blame everyone—except them- | and just here is where Dr. A, W, Chase 8
atthias, fail to deep- | selves " Kidney-Liver Pills come in, for they
1t was, indeed, “Could they not remedy it, even now?"” | are definite, specific and direct in their
which he had come ; | the lad asked anxiously, a fresh realiza- | action on the liver. i

Houses, church, pres- | tion of the difficulties of distance be- It is only by setting the liver right
hool reminded him of | setting him, even as the Curé spoke. | that constipation can ever be cured. lf
arais, even the level plain, He thought of his own interminable is only by making the liver health¥
ement stood, | journey, which not even his enthusiasm | that biliousness and bilious, sick head-
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