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reading of Cavdinal Wiseman's article | ant protest it provoked has given Tract
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REV. DR HEUSER TO PRESIDENT'S |
(.RITICS

SETS BAPTIST MINISTERS RIGHT ON TI
DOCTRINES QF PAPAL INFALLIBILITY,
I'HE TEMPORAL POWER AND OTHEI
MATTERS,

To the resolutions passed by the
Baptist minister's conference in th
city on November 30, condemning Pre-
sident Roosevelt's denuneiation of *u
warranted bigotry” in politigs, Rev
Herman J. Heuser, D, D., of the facult
of the Seminary of St. Charles Borro
meo, Overbrook, and editor of The
Feclesiastical Review, has
following reply :

*The Church claims infallibility cent
red in the Pope when he speaks o
cathedra. This necessarily
his right to define the s
authority.”-——(Baptist conference.)

The inference that the eclaim of
Papal infallibility involves the right of
the Pope to define the splu*l‘v of hl~ ownl
authority rests ulmn a misconception of
what the term “ex o l”l(‘lll'\ definitior
of faith " signifies in Catholie doctrine.
The tenets of that doctrine are clearly
set forth in the creed or profession of
faith to which the true members of the
Charch arve pledged. When doubt is
thrown on any one of these tenets by
mtmn.nh»m or the 'premature assertions
of science, or in any other way, as, for
exaniple, the divinity of the virgin birth
of Christ, the Apns(uh(- succeession, the
inspired character of the Bible, or the
like, the Pope is called upon as supreme
head of the teaching Church to define
the nature of the doctrine in question.
As the doctrine itself, being the teach-
ing of the Man-God, is held to be infal-
lible, so the definition of it, in virtue of
the assistance of the Holy Spirit, prom-
ised for the maintenance of Christ's
doctrine to the end of time, is held to be
infallible. It never exceeds the limits
of the recognized deposit of faith, nor
i does it ever regard any other matter
than faith or morals comprised in what
is called spiritual doctrine.
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se external regime by which the
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tain freedom or independence from the
iterference  of  possibly  prejudiced
rulers who may wish to elaim for them-
selves the title of * the only supreme
earth of the Chur as did
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head on

Henry VIIL for England.
The habit of poirting out certain
phases of past history to show that
itome has approved of persecution for
the suppression of heresy " is altogether
fal ious. Apart from a good deal of
prejudiced writing of history, in which

the hors injected the r individual
bi s is shown by more recent eritical
| W historie docume ‘ts, it might

be argued that religious partisanship,
lic or Protestant in name

s alwavs tered persecution for the

ippression of any opinion different

from itsown. A lenient view might be
taken even of this weakness common to

member not
of popular up-
rsecutions in our own

human nature when we r
merely the fanaticism

and pe

time and country, but the simple faet
that much of all this is foreshadowed
and exemplified in the history of the
Bible, particularly that of Israel, in
whose divinely guided destinies Pro-

testants helieve
than Catholics

i mll) less implicitly
or orthodox Jews.

The good God wishes and means to
save health and strength and joy and
abundant life. So mueh we know. It
is always going on. Jesus Christ is
giving life more abundantly, and awaken-
ine the dead now, just as he said he
would, Five hundred years hence they
will publish a story about you and me,
We shall seem very romantic then; and
we shall be worth reading about, if what
we do is simple enough and brave
enough, and loving enough for anybody
to think that we do it “for the love of
Christ,” or for anybody to guess that we
had been bound together in His name.
And service cannot be mistaken which

| is rendered.

whether under Tudor or a Cromwell, en-
forced it with fire and sword and rope ;
and Protestantism in France sought to
realize it in similar bloody fashion, after
itsown way. It ill becomes any of those
sectaries of to-day, whose founders used
the means they now condemn,
stores, by implication, at
founders because they, too, sought to
realize an idyllic state of society and
worked for the establishment of an
Utopia. Philadelphia Catholie Stand-

to cast

those same

ard and Times.,
SOCIAL STUDY CLUBS.
From Kansas City comes word of a
new departure in the line of social
study. Those who knew Father Dowl-

ing when he was president of Creig
university, will not be surprised
he has originated the idea.
lic Register says: “In recognition of
the growing importance of Socialism,
Father Dowling, 8. J., pastor of St.
Aloysius chureh, Kansas City, has in-
augurated a series of class meetings for
(h;- men ol his congregation who desire
to study that The mectings
will consist of addresses and discussions
intended to show the real attitude of
the Church towards Socialism, to answer
objections and see what there is merit-
orious in Socialism and how much of it
can he accepted by a loyal Catholie,

“Tather Dowling's position is that
the Churceh does not oppose, but encour-
ages legitimate aspirations of the work-
ing classes for social and industrial
betterment ; but she must discounten-
ance the denial of the rights of private
property, and she must stand against
irreligion and atheism which many
leading Socialists make a necessary
part of their social ereed. If the lead-
ers of that cult were to elimate the
objectionable features, some of which
are essential to the movement for social
reform, they would have on their side
the immense power of the Church, com-
posed in great part of working people.
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Cabtoioy Boa in the jority both in | S npelled by no tenet II!-',urm which give indecent ‘]rln.\s.
3 ; TR Giovonmant. ! of the Cath :I.v religion, by 1o utter- | With sueh an immense foree working in
I 1y exceptio pointing toward | auce of the Sovereign Pontiffs to alter | common l!l" doom ol disreputable
tarian  diserimination, obtains in | the Constitution, We would consider it | drama sl ! be scunded.,
ha under a Protest | wrong te the religioas liberty, After a year and a half of active eon-
wholie majority. the freedom of conscience, thefreedom of | straction it is oflicially announced that
The Baptist conference ohjects to'the | Worship, of even a small minority of our | the new Cathedral of Saint Paut will
Pope's elaim of temporal power and re- fellow-citizens.,"” cost when completed  $4.500,000, but
presentation at the courts of sovereigns Having thusemphasized the diselaimer this cost covers only the bare structure
and foreig . governments. In the first | of o representative Catholic priest and with rough plastered walls, destitute of
place, the Pope's elaim is not so much citizen, we would now take up the other the rich interior ornamentation, decora-
one of temporal power as rather of in- | gide of the aquestion for a moment and | tion and furnishings, which will be
dence from temporal power of | a5k those reverend gentlemen, Lutheran | 81Ven the huge structure later.
foreign potentates who might interfere Presbyterian, Baptist, ete., what is ther Sister Gregory of the Little Sisters of
with the free exercise of his spiritual | ¢, object to, from their respective | the Poor, St. Louis. the proud pos:essor
power, Napoleon's desire to govern the | points of view, in the union of Chureh ‘ of a certificate which entitles I|A-l‘ln;||':ll'-
Pope’s aetions is an example in ;min_l. and State in the ideal Christian State “ tice as a stationary engincer., She ree
If we remember l.‘r.‘nl the % l“:“_“" We do not put the question with an | cently passed ex iminations be tore the
( reh i very different thirg, in its controversial intent, but merely as a test | ylwl. of engineers and is authorized te
egitimate extent and influence from of theirsincerity and good faithin ¢harg :..lmrm ~r:xm plants with not n;or(-
local churches elaiming allegiance ing agi t Catholiec  Church !r"m fifteen pounds pressure, She is
f relig ninded men, the necessity | a4 1 the fact that it | now in full charge of the boilers and
{ its international representation will teachoes 1 ideal conditions ngines at the institution.
‘ ’ ly “[”‘“l.\“""". such a union is th“ erown of ‘.li\ll[""l Lord Justice James Mathew, one of
I wreh, though its aims are | government. Did not the originator of the greatest jurists of his day in Great
spiritual, must reach her chil- | each of these various religions teach Britain lw\.ml way in IA,mulnn on
dren through an external administra- | and strive to establish such a union f\uu-l:ﬂln r 9. Sir James Mathew was
tion. For the loeal trustees of the | Calvin in Geneva, Knox in Seotland, born in (-,,(L- on Jaly 10, 1830 IIA'\\"‘I;
dinary institutional chureh she has to | Luther in Germany-—so far as each was the nephew 'U| Father E \h”.h‘,“, l;|;~
de administrative colleges of Car- | able? Did net Calvin enforce it with apostle of temperance :;“‘{ not '“““
dinals, saered eongregations and eom- | all the vig of the iron hand and the was there sympathy Ixnv! a distinet like-
missions, regulating a uniform disci- | sword of the spirit ?  Did not the gloomy ness, between Ih..-u‘n espec ‘nl\' in the
pline and untaining the integrity of | fanatie, Knox, his disciple, enforce it ardor and ‘geniality :.{ their chara ter
doctrine, Thusthe exercise of spiritual | with the sternness of a destroying = 3 ] g
jurisdiction implies the need of an im-| angel ? Protestantism in England, Long ago Cardinal Newman said that

wion cannot be
pected  to concern morality. Tt
nothing to do with morality ;
pendent on character. The great Eng-
lish Cardinal said that he would as soon
attempt to hold vessels at anchor with
strands of »ilk, or quarry blocks of gran-
ite with razor blades, as expeet intel-
lectual qualities to restrain human pas-

intellectual edue ox=
has

that is de-

sions or hew out true suceess in the
moral difficulties of human life,

It is interesting to know that the
brilliant ted cloth of the Cardinal's
robes worn at the Vatican has been
manufactured for many generations

; the same

firm of

merchants at Burt-

scheid, near Aix-la-Chapelle.  The
secret process for distilling the dye is
given by father to son, with every pre-
1ln(iun to prevent any outsider from
gaining possession of the veceipt. This
family  of ecloth merchants is of

Huoguenot descent, and are all Protest-
ants,
It is unofficially reported that the re-

sults of the Catholic census taken up by
the Government under the direction of
Archbishop Glennon will show a Catho-
lic population in the United States of
17,000,000, The estimate given in the
Catholic Directory for 1908 is “about
13,877,426."  This is a pretty large dis-
crepancy, and bears out the contention
of those who have been insisting that
American Catholies are greatly under-
estimating their own strength and num-
bers.

A meeting of the irremovable rectors
and consultors of the Peoria diocese took
place on Thuarsday with Archbishop
Quigley of Chicago, to select three
names to be sent to the Pope, for a suc-
cessor to Bishop Spalding, whose con-
tinued ill health has obliged him to
resign the episcopal office. The scholar-
ly Bishop's resignation is a source of
profound regret, not only throughout his
own diocese, but all over the country.
It is to be hoped, however, that a release
from the burden of episcopal labors will
be efficacious in restoring the Bishop te
health once more.




