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clotThere Is a vast différence in the 
•ways of wanting-to-know—between I 
the laudable desire to acquire valuable 
knowledge and the vulgar thirst of • 0W1 
personal curiosity.

Nothing is so sure a stamp of ill- I *<• 
breeding as this same curiosity. It is ““ 
the most vicious ot all bad manners, ‘ha 
since it leads to eavesdropping, the “ad 
reading of private letters and other fj19 
such dishonorable practices. Young I /jV 
people addicted to “ harmless” curi­
osity are often led to commit harmful | _ 
errors. Not very long ago 1 was ", 
shocked to hear a young girl tell of the 1 86c 
“fun ” she had had in going regular­
ly to listen to phone conversations in a 
telephone exchange. It never occur V* 
red to her that this deliberate prying 
into other people’s affairs was as blame Bu 
ful as if she had opened their sealed 9CI 
letters. R”

Good manners are built upon good wt 
morals, and we may not shatter the thl 
one wlihout shaking the other. Grig- 
lually, courtesy was kingly, princely, U( 
noble ; It gave perfect trust and de- bu 
manded absolute honor between peer RQ 
and peer. It was not a possession of 
the common people ln tbe olden times, I hl 
when the mas,es were servile or surly, 
stupidly apathetic or vulgarly curious. ou 
To day every one may enjoy the herit fl 
age of good manners formulated and I 
bequeathed by the ruling class to whom b( 
noblesse oblige was no empty phrase. tl| 
The boy that takes off his hat in greet tb 
ing is simply following the example of (il 
the courtly knight who doffed his steel h, 
helmet and left his head unprotected to of 
show that he trusted the person whom h, 
he saluted. The modern custom of I 
shaking hands originated, too, in the r(l 
steel armored days, when the knights a 
bared their mailed hands for the clasp dl 
which proved that they could trust one bi 
another unarmed. I

Trust must be linked with perfect I al 
honor, else is lt trust misplaced. The R] 
overly Inquisitive are not to be trusted; )t 
to gratify their Insatiable curiosity ,, 
they will attempt to ferret out secrets, b 
to betray confidences, to spoil plans, to | p 
Interfere with every right ot another j j, 
to “ il le, liberty and the pursuit ol 
happiness. ” I “

Whatever is “ bad form ” is almost fl 
always essentially evil, and in this e 
way the etiquette and the usages of j 
good society help to make “ the best v 
people ” gen'le. self sacrificing, honor- I 
able and to stamp as vulgar and lguor- c 
ant those who have no regard for the | 
rights of others. It is distinctly bad 
form to be curious and inquisitive. 1 ^ 

I; is bad form to deliberately listen , 
to even one sentence not Intended for I e 
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our ears.
presence known at once or to move out | j 
of earshot

It is bad form to ask personal ques 
tlons either directly or by suggestion I j 
it is another's right to tell us just as | , 
little or as much as he please It is 
vulgar to a'tempt to force confidence,

It is bad form even to read the super 
scription of a letter entiusted to us to 

It is had form to read a letter of 
introduction given to us.

curiosity is trembling ou the I , 
And yet how ln- I
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TBE WILL & BALMER CO Y In both
cases
verge of dishonor, 
finitely worse to read another’s private 
letters, or even the semi-public mes 
sage ou a postal card !

Our bovs and girls should be model 
knights and ladles, courageous and 
trank, with a chivalric respect for the 
rights of others. They must restrain 
undue curiosity as they restrain 
anger, selfishness, insolence and other 
un-Catholic faults. Regarding inquls 
itive curiosity as one of the grossest 
forms of impertinence, they must add 
to their self-directed shall nota the 
mandate “Thou fhalt not pry.”—
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THE WILL & BAUMEE CO. Z ichariah, that was his name, and 
there never was a little boy who took 
more interest in fairy tales and stories 
about Indians and wild adventures ou 
the plains. I was going to saw that 
no boy ever took so much interest, but 
there are so many boys who think of 
nothing else that I am afraid to say 
teat. One evening Z*ch. was sitting 
by the dining-room table reading his 
favorite book, lt wras about an Indian 
boy who had some marvelous adven 
lures, and when Zach. had reached the 
end of the tale he gave a long sigh, 
wishing that it were twice as long, and 
laid his head in his book and said to 
himself: “ Oh, wouldn’t it be nice to 
be an Indian boy and live in a wig­
wam and have a real tomahawk and 
go out into the woods and—

“ What’s that you say ?” asked a 
voice close to him.

Zach lifted up his head and was sur 
prised to see that he was in the woods, 
sitting on a log, and close to him was 
an old Indian woman, who was looking 
ai him very hard.

“ What’s that you say ?” she asked 
again.

“ I was just saying that I wished—’ 
began Zach., timidly, when the old In 
dian woman interrupted him.

“Wished ! Wished ! Why don’t you 
do instead of wishing ? You will 
never be a warrior, but only a white 
livered medicine man. Wish ! Take 
your tomahawk and go out out into the 
woods like a man, and don’t come back 
until you bring me some honey.”

Zach. looked around and was sur 
prised to see a fine tomahawk lying oi 
the ground beside him. He picked i 
up and started off through the wood 
though he had no idea which way to g- 
te find any honey. He did not knot 
whether honey grew on a tree or wa 
found by digging in the ground. Bu 
he was ashamed to ask the old woman 
who turned away muttering somethin! 
about a medicine man, and so he wen 
on, hoping for something to turn up 

Presently he came to small stream c
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Protestantism in its proper 
ill Inclined to proselytism. 
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