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Her remarks, however, had cansed Miss
Hammond to become exceedingly anx-
ious : she thought of the flashy appear-
ance of ber guardian's strange yigitor, and
that thonght in connection with his visit,
which Mrg. Denner said had been 8o pro-
tracted, together with her guardian's early
and mysterions departu thet morning,
all seemed like links in a chain of curious
and perhaps not creditable proceedings.
Her former suspicion and distrust of
him returned ; the feelings with which a
few months before (she had learned his
inability to defray her expenses to Italy,
the doubt go often engendered by his own
ghy, timid manner, all caine upon her
now with new force and pain. And still,
singularly enougl , there blent with these
unhappy leelings a sort of pity for him
that was almost akin to affecti it
H“"?“l]bilhll‘ll 4‘\“'}' emotion 1
and it seemed almost to repro
her doubts. She sought relief by turning
her conflicting thoughts to Wilbur, but
even then, through their happy tenor,
{here geemed to run an undercurrent of
inexplicable fear and pain. Shke was
almost glad that it was one of the days
on which she gave a number of music
lesgons, hailing the occupation as of ben-
eficial distraction. But, even through the
five finger exercises of the most element-
ary of her pupils there seemed to run a
perpetual reminder of her own vague and
1 y8terions nneasiness.

When she met her guardian at dinner
in the evening he did not refer to any of
the events that had so disturbed her, and
though she endeavored to watch him
withont being berself observed, she saw
nothing in his manner or appearance to
indicate any secret anxiety upon his
part ; there seemed to be even less traces
of care and concern than she had seen on
frequent other occasions, and she felt a
momentary relief. Thinking that he
might after dinner refer to his hurried
departure of the morning, and determined
if he did not do 80 to make some playful
allusion to it herself, she was somewhat
anxious for the conclusion of the meal.
But just as they rose from the table Wil-
bur's card was presented, Mallaby
smiled as he saw it, a heartier smile than
perhaps Agnes had ever seen him wear
before.

“ Of course you will go to him imme-
diately,” he said, continuing still to wear
his hearty smile, and even actually look-
ing at Ler, as he opened the door of the
dining-room for her to pass out.

“Of course 1 shall,” she replied laughing
back at him as she passed into the hall
and then she turned again to say :

* And you—are you not going to see
him 2"

“ After a little,” he answered, and then
he closed the door, and followed her to
the stairs.

“ Ope moment,’ he said, as she was
about to ascend. “Does Mr. Wilbur wish
the marriage to take place soon ?”

He had become smkdenly flurried, and
he had spoken with unusual quickness a8
if it were only by speaking very quickly
he had the courage to speak at all.

She had turned, surprised at being de-
tained, but she was still more surprised
at bis question and the manner that
accompanied it, but, she did not suspect
that his inquiry was prompted by any
other motive than a sort of kindly curi-
osity to know how soon he must yield his
care of her, and she answered with a
blush :

“He asked me to let it take place with-
in a fortnight, but—"

e interrupted her:

“That will do; that was all I wanted
to know.

The genial smile had broken out all
over his face again, and the flurry had
gone from his manner. He had no wish
1o hear her buts; for he felt confident that
such constant and ardent love as Wilbur
had shown, together with his determina-
tion, of which Mallaby felt equally con-
fident, must break down any barrier of
objections she might interpose. The fact
of Wilbur's present early visit was a proof
of the impatience which would certainly
brook no delay, and though on the even-
ing before with becoming maidenly bash-
fulness she might have hesitated to assent
to so early a date he was sure that on
this evening Wilbur would win her con-
sent.  And to prevent her speaking fur-
ther he turned back to the dining-room.
She lingered on the stair, wondering at

the delight her guardian seemed to man-
ifest at her answer, Could it be that she
| a financial care to him and that

lad at the pre 80 8oon be-

i from the bu I'hat thought

| cansed the blush ca by his ques-
{ tion 1 wantle  her e face She
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| W I A oV ht do so
ut for etter ry morn-
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she tar Land wg up arlor to
Wilbar, ng the ment entered
his presence a sense of rest and protection
that made her, after the manner of her
sex, feel, in her very relief, like barsting

The Catarrh Clutch

This Disgusting Malady is at the
Throat of 900 of every 1,000 of
our Country’'s Population.

e .

This Is Not Hearsay, It is Borne Out by Carefully

into tears. His lover's eyes were sharp,
apnd he detected the slight quivering of
ber lips, and other signs about her face
which manifested inward trouble,

“ What is it 7" be said, refusing to re-
linquish her hands and looking down into
her eyes with a very anxious earnestness
in his own.

e refused to answer, and only langhed
at his questions declaring that his im-
agination must be playing some very
strange tricks, and when be found that
she would not reply, he gaid with a tone
of entreaty :

« Recall your decision to put off our
marriage, Agnes. As my wife, whatever
little annoyances you may be subje cted
to now, must cease. You will, yon must
be quite happy then.”

“[ cannot recall my decigion for my
letter went to Florence this morning,” she
answered with forced gayety, and then to
end entreaties that because of her own
longing to respond to them, were agor 120
ing, she drew him to the corner they had
ocenpied the night before, and began
to talk on all sorts of topics. Her very
wilfulness seemed to be an additicnal
charm and be listened, more intent upon
watching the p of her animated fea-
tures than upon his answera, Ile re-
gretted having been ceioled into an assent
to her wish the night before, and he
ardently hoped that Florence's answer
would say she could not come ; in that
case the marriage could and must take
place immediately that her reply was re

ceived.

“Your sister is glad to have you home,
is she not?'" asked Agnes, driving in her
random way upon the very topic on which
she feit somehow that Sydnev might be
anxious tosay least. Toher surprise,how-
ever. Sydney manifested more interest in
that topic than he had done in any of the
others. Heroused himself and answered
with a smile:

«[ fear her joy has turned to gall and
wormwood—I1 told her everything last
night: my conversion to the Catholic
Faith, the renewal of our engagement; it
caused a sort of tablean, and the result is
that I have taken all my mealsout to-day,
and this evening, I mailed to her a note
stating that 1 have engaged board at a
hotel, and shall continue to do so until
she promises not to refer in any but the
most amicable way to what has occurred.
I suppose her disappointment was the
greater that she expected to go West with
me, and in anticipation of our removal
had the house completely torn up.”

The hall-door bell had rung while he
was talking, and as he finished, they
peard the door opened, and immediately
after a voice which Miss Hammond in-
gtantly recognized as Kellar's inguiring
for Mr. Mallaby.

Wilbur looking at her saw her start
glightly and a momentary look of pain
came into her face ; then, as if conscious
that he had observed her, and desirous
of obliterating the impression her start
and look might have caused, she began
to question him about Deborah ; to ques-
tion and in the same breath to pity her.
“Was she very angry? Well it was a
dreadful blow to one of her strong relig-
ious prejudices. asshe much incensed
against me? 1 don't blame her, poor
creature ; it must have seemed very hard.
Did she say cruel things to you, Sydney ?
but of course you were very patient with
her.”

And thus she continued, while Wilbur,
finding that she did not wait long enough
for him to answer, was content to let her
continue : it gave him an opportunity to
think. He too, felt that he had heard
that voice bofore, but he could not recall
where, and now, linking the troubled
gigns that Agnes had shown on her en-
trance to the parlor with her too evident
desire to conceal by volubility the agita-
tion of the present moment, he was con-
fident there was some secret unhappiness,
or unpleasantness in her life. He ascribed
to her maidenly delicacy her unwilling-
ness to confide in him, but it made bim
all the more eager to extend to her
gpeedily a husband’s protection. Urged
by the warmth of his feelings he was
about to make another appeal to her to
yield to his wish regarding the time of
the marriage, when the door opened and
Mallaby and Kellar entered.
The tight of the latter sent an unac-
countable chill through Wilbur, and with
a sort of disgust he recognizad now to
whom belonged the voice he thought he
had heard before.
Kellar seemed to be more flashily
dressed than ever; the bosom of his shirt
sparkled with diamond studs ; a massive
watch-chain adorned with almost as many
charms as it had links, stretched more
than half way across his breast, and on
the little finger of each hand scintillated
an immeuse opal. He came in with the
same confident, patronizing air that had
both surprised and repelled Wilbur, on

»
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the first occasion of their meeting, and
that was now in marked and strange
contrast to the half-drooping, hesitating
manner of Mallaby.

Miss 1lammond, of course, did not rise
at the introduction somewhat tremulously

ven by her guardian, and the slight in-
clination of her head betrayed a hauteur

and dignity that augured ill for her favor-
able impression of Mr. Kellar. But that
gentleman with supreme assur wce bowed
very low, making at the same time a
complimentuary reference to theiraccident-
al meeting on the evening before; then
he turned and saluted Wilbur with a
familiarity thal , and
irritated the wentleman into saying with
stinging curtness:

«] met Mr. Kellar yesterday in Mr,
Mallaby's office. We were not
duced.”

Ao LUl

said Kellar, with one of his gnflaws, but
only you must make allowance for an ole
stager like me.
much about the proprieties.
the forms of etiquette.
sood at that sort of thing—don't you re-

member, in the orp times "’

marked and peculiar, and for the moment
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l eyes dropped. Then
to Wilbur.

“] told you yesterday, Mallaby and I

intro-
“What a stickler for the proprieties,”
you are none the worse for it, Mr. Wilbur,

When a man has pagsed
a good part of his life in the company of
rough miners he isn't supposed to know
But, intro-
duee us now, Mallaby; comply with all
You used to be

The emphasis on the old was both | go,
of its utterance he looked full and signifi-

cantly into Mallaby’s face, but Mallaby’s
Kellar turned back

traying, despite his eflcrt, the evidence of
feeling that caused Agnes new wonder
and pain, and that caneed Wilbur an
astonishment amounting almost to resent-
ment against against Malleby himself.
“Your own introduction has been so
complete, I don't know what there is left
for me tosay. 1can only repeatthat you
are Nathan Kellar; that I knew you first,
a great many years ago. Mr. Kellar, Mr.
Wilbur,'© And then Mallaby fell back to
a chair beside Agnes, and he seemed to
drop at once into his first half-shy, half-
embarrassed manner,

Wilbur had bowed with freezing dig-
nity to the introduction, but it had no
effect on Kellar, He drew a chair into
the centre of t! ttle circle, and began a
gort of monopoly of the conversation. No
one seemed to care either to stop bim or
to answer him. They appeared to listen,
but it was with such rs and antagon-
istic feelings to the speaker inthe breasts
of each that their silence was not compli-
mentary.

Yet, Kellar talked well; and introduc-
ing subjects with which he was thorou
ly famiiiar he spoke with a flow and e
gance of language that could only come
trom early and considerable culture. He
gseemed to know every item of interest
connected with mining, and to be an
authority on the canses which militated
against the successful working of a lode.
He developed plans of syndicate in min-
ing interests that cansed Mallaby to raise
his head suddenly, and to flush with new
floridness, and lie depicted and deplored
the workings of mining monopolies, with
an appearance of severe rectitude.

TO BE CONTINUED,

e
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THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND
THE WORKING BOY.

John E. Wickham in The Holy Cross Purple.
During the past few years the social
economists of the country have had to
cope with a problem of the most diffii-
cu't kind. They have labored at its
solution from year to year, with results
that have not been eminently satis-
factory. The puzzling problem is
simply this: What shall we do with
our needy working boy ”
By the term ‘*needy working boy
we may understand a youth of no in-
fluence, of no neans, without backing,
who is striving to gain an honest live-
lihood, and who meets necessarily with
almost  insurmountable obstacles.
There surely is no exaggeration in
asserting that this class composes at
least one third of our population. In
¢ome way or another their condition
must be bettered if we wish to avoid
future catastrophes. Experience has
shown that institutions of the nature of
reform schools are of little avail.
Legislation, which, ten to cne, will
make an individual a pauper, cannot
meet the approval of long headed and
God fearing men. What, then, can
be done ? R - 1 [
In the present agitation anent the
working boy it is good and wise to look
at the Church of the ages, the Catholic
Church, and observe her methods.
Long ago has she answered the ques:
tion written above, and long ago, too,
has sha found that her answer was the
correct one.
Far back in the middle ages she in-
augurated her system of trade schools,
which, even to day, under the piercing
gearch-light of antagonistic criticism,
fails to present a flaw.
The student of Eaglish history can
testify how well the Catholic guilds
and monasteries of Britain supported
and trained the indigent youth, and
how few were the paupers in that land
statistics clearly tell. So it is that this
new spirit of bencficence, which is
pervading the couatiy, is not at all
novel nor wonderful to the Church.
In the work of succoring her chil
dren in distress, the Church in America
has been indefatigable. In the days
of the infant republic her efforts were
necessarily weak, but as she was co-
eval with America, 8o with America
she has advanced in power, until to day
the extent of her labors is well nigh
incalculable. In every centre of
population she has planted her seed of
charity. Though in some small cities
that seed may be only in the nascent
state, in the great municipalities it
has grown to a mighty tree.
A type of these charitable institu-
tions is the Mission of the Immaculate
Virgin, in New York city. Founded
in the seventies by the saintly Drum
goole, it has prospered and extended
iteelf, until now it shelters and cares
for over fifteen hundred boys a year.
Here are gathered youths of every
agoe and every race, all being traus
formed from ‘‘street arabs” into use
ful members of society. The work in
brief is this: When a boy isadmitted
into the home it is determined whether
or not he is old enough, or, rather,
mature enough, to be taught a useful
employment. If his years do not per-

: Y Yakine  Ba 1k valalasl we
mi{ manual labor, he is retained until

”

sides his trade. he
practical business education.

follow, he has a choice of carpentry,
plumbing, masonry, tool-making,

blacksmithing, printing, painting,
talloring, shoe making and farming.

good sized delegation at St.

and seminaries throughout the land.

| were old friends—so old, our friendship
dates before Mr. Mallaby’s ward here—

| with a bow to Miss Hammond—""w
born. It was the remembrance of that
old friendship that brought me back to

| New York a month ago—the longing to

gee my old friend, Matthias
Come now, introduce us.”
| Mallaby

Mallaby,

seemed to brace himself, and
he said, trying to speak playfully, but pe- . and the House of the Angel Guardian 1s CURED,

United States.
of Our Lady of Victory is doing a noble

’lre in the
asylums. The South and West support
houses of philanthropy whose 1ame i8
world wide.

are performed by the followers of Dom
Bogco.
Catholic humanitarian breathed forth
his life, but the society formed by him
still continues his work. ;
birthplace of those plang, whoge object
was to better the condition of depend
ent vouth. :
sprung a system of benevolence which
has taken the whole world as the field

he has reached the proper age, and
then begins his apprenticeship. Be-
is also taught a
When
deliberating what avocation he will

At length, being master of his special
branch, a situation is obtained for him,
and he enters the world a credit to his
name, his religion, his instructors. It
may chance a lad does not desire to
learn a trade ; he is not obliged to do
This New York institution has a
Francis
Navier's College, and many more of its
young men aro at the different colleges

Nor is this mission the only one of
its kind : there are many others scat-
tored over the length and breadth of the
In Buffalo, the Home

frent rank of Catholic

But of all noble deeds, the noblest

Years have passed eince that
Italy was the

From that nucleus has

for its labors.

Perhaps one of the wmost palpable
errors into which ‘' non-se ctarian "
thinkers fall is to suppose that it is
only necessary to train one part of a
vouth's dual nature—his mental abil

ities, The youth's feelings and emo

tions and tevdencies are in a plastic
state, and at this crucial period, when
be is wavering between right aud
wrong, not the slightest aid of a epirit-
nal nature is tendered him In other
words, religion is excluded from all
public charities. The ardent devotees
of this godless scheme do not feel the
least alarm at the reports from France,
where the schools have been secular

ized, The prisons and reformatories
of that mercurial republic are overflow-
ing with young men and boys : crime
is daily increasing, and threatens to
produce moral chaos. It is true this
stage has not been reached in this
country, but it is not at all improbable
that it may.

This is the point to which the Cath
olic Church has given the closest atten-
tion—to educate the whole man, the
moral qualities as well as the mental
apd physical ones. Never was any
palladium so jealously guarded as is
the virtue of the boys in these Catholic
schools. By teaching, by example, by
the general tone of the whole institu-
tion, the young apprentices and artis
ans are gently led on, and their char
acters moulded into those of earnest,
practical Christians. Directed thus
aright in their early manhood, they
come forth and take their stand in so
ciety as men, true men. No educated
socialist, no well-trained public brawl
er, is in that band, to work out his in
sidious designs, fraught with such evils
to the commonwealth.
It would be worth the while of modern
agitators to cease their babble for a
brief moment and cast a glance at the
labors performed by the Catholic
Church for the suffering humanity ot
its fold. Far from the eyes of the
world, the noble work goes on, like the
stream of some hidden river, which
freshens and invigorates the herbage
above it, while all around, outside
those saving waters, there is only &
dry and barren wilderness.
The Catholic Church has solved the
problem, ** What shall we do with the
needy working boy ?”

————

TRUTH ABOUT THE SPANIARDS.

Boston Republic.

We are surprised to find the North-
western Chronicle of St. Paul giving
currency to the Protestant calumny
that 63 per cent. of the people of Spain
are illiterate. As loyal Americans
we are bound to do all in our power to
cripple and injure Spain £o long as
she is the public enemy. But we are
not bound to lie about her. The pro-
gress of education in Spain has been
almost as rapid as it has been in the
United States or England within the
last half century. Six years ago,
when the last census was taken, the
school attendance in Spain was by
percentage 106 in every 1000 of popul-
ation. In Great Britain it was only
125 per 1000, and 130 in the United
States and Austria. France led with
170, Germany followed with 110, and
Belgium was a close third with 135.
These figures are taken from Mulhall's
official dictionary of statistics, a
recognizad authority. It may be that
at some time in the past Spain had =2
population of which 63 per cent. were
illiterate. But what was the percent
age of illiterates at that time in Eng
land and the United States ?
It is the policy of the sensational
Protestant itators to hold up Spain
to the eyes of the world as the ex
emplar of all that is corrupt, degrad
ing, brutal and ignorant, and to at
tribute thess evils to the influence of
the Catholic Church upon the people.
To support their wild contentions and
claims they quote bogus statistics and
forged documents, and these come by
iteration and re-iteration to be ilcr,‘(‘pt.’"xl
as reliable. But a Catholic journal
like the Northwestern Chronicle should

lying reports of this character.
that the Chronicle takes.

as Monsignor Ireland.
delivered in his cathedral on July 11,

people :

and bloodthirsty.
by the flower of American chivalry.
type.
daughters than the women of Spain.
not tair to go back 200. 300 or 400 years. seek
escutcheon of Spain. What country wil

country can stand up before the eyes of the
world to-day and say,

barous act ? In a fair comparison I will pu

know better than to give circulation to

The great metropolitan of St. Paul
does not take the same view of Spain
No man in
the Church has been so closely identi-
fied with the McKinley administration
In a sermon

the Archbishop said of the Spanish

‘' It is untrue to say that they are ferocious
| I'hey are a chivalrous
nation, worthy to be met on the battlefield
It is
not true, as some papers say, that even the
wumanl'n‘md of Spain is of a low, degraded
; ll';e;']e is nnhmiror womanhood on the
surface of the earth than the womanhood of { § 3 i

Spain ; no more faithful wives and honored and in spite of my dim eyesight o)

It is
ing out stains to be affixed to the present
bear this microscopic examination, and what

Ob, in the past, we
uaver in peace or war dl"l a l'l'\lll or a bar-

QUESTIONS.

New York Freeman's Journal
A correspondent asks :

1. Where can I get an artice
written by you on * Out of the C} a'u'«:;
no Salvation.” In the New Y, ”:
Freeman'’s Journal of May | 1{4:
under the title * Knowledge and e
sponsibility.” We advise you t iy
carefully some articles which are aboy
to appear in the Freeman ou the above
gubject. They were published ;
Revue Nationale, a French mag;
and as they are the best exposi 3
vOut of the Church no Salvation
we have ever seen, we have had
translated and the first install
will be found in our nextissue,
these very able articles ¢
they appear.

2, Did Archbishop Corrigan
write on Theosophy? If 80, where cg
the article be obtained 7 I ask because
I saw the following in the Richm ‘1 d
Times: ‘*He (Archbishop Cor
was the first Archbishop of modery
times to write advaoced ideas oy
Theosophy that are wholly orthodox »
We do not know that the Archbisch. P
bas published anything on the su
5. Where can I obtain ‘‘ Notes on
Ingersoll 2’ From Upion and
Publishing Co., St. Stephen's
Juffalo, N. Y. Where Mr,
ply 7 Wedo not know.
{, Has any dogma of the Church
defined hell? If 8o, what is it ; if not
what is the opinion held ?  Is it one u'[
physical torment or suffering of spirit-
ual remorse ?

The great Jesuit theologian, Per.
rone, distinguishing what is strictly of
faith on the subject and what is free to
gpeculate about, says: ‘‘This one
thing is of faith, that there is a hell, or
sufferings destined for the impious and
that these sufferings will be eternal, or
withoutend. All other things, regard
iog the place or the nature of these
g ifferings are not of faith,

Those who treat of the wnature
these sufferings divide them into pain
and loss and pain of sense. The pain
of loss is that which comes from a
knowledge of happiness that has heey
forfeited, the loss of the kingdom of
heaven, which St. Chrysostom calls
‘“ the most bitter torment of all,” and
of which St. Augustin says: “ 5o
great a punishment that no tor nents
known to us can compare with it
This is what you call spiritual remorse
The pain of sense comprehends ail suf-
ferings except that which springs from
the loss of the sovereign good. This
includes physical pain. Some writers
hold that the pains of hell are the pains
of loss, others that they are pains of
sense or physical sufferings. Accord
ing to DPetavius the preponderating
weight of tradition is that the im;ious
suffer the pains of physical fire. This
writer, however, adds: ‘‘At present
(that is, in his time—1650) all theolo-
gians—nay, all Christians, are agreed
that the fire of hell is corporeal and
and material, though, as Vasquez
rightly observes, the matter has not
been settled as yet by any decree of
the Church.”
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A LEPER SCULPTOR.

the
ne,
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I'imes
Hall,
Lacy's Re

Performed a Labor of Love by
the Mallet and Chisel to
formed Hands.

I'ying
His De-

Writing from the leper village of
Aqua Da Dios, Colombia, Father Grip:
pa, a Salestian, says :

“ You will no doubt remember, Very
Rev. and dear Father,that I once wrote
to you ahout a leper sculptor who con-
templated carving a marble bust of
Don Bosco. In spite of the surmises to
the contrary of all here who knew of his
intention, he has succeeded in carry-
ing it out, and in order that you may
be able to admire and appreciate this
work, I enciose with the present a
photograph of the leper artist and his
production. This bust is indeed a won-
derful achievement, both because of its
superior workmanship and because ot
the pitiable condition of the scalptor
Heis in a far-advanced stage ol tae
fell diseass. T.2pr has almost d8
prived him of sight a:
fingersin great part so as to
them mere stumps. You can,
fore imagine to yourselt, dear l'ather,

the immense fatigue tha poor mal
must have endured to bri hig work t0
completion. It was necessary every

time he set to work to tie the chisel and
mallet to his deformed hands And
yet he patiently worked ,on under these
exceptional diffizulties, and at length
his efforts were crowned with success.

“ His consolation was immense. A3
soon as the last stroke had been given
he hastened at once to communicate 10
me the glad tidings, a smile of pleas:
ure lighting up his disfigured and
usually careworn countenance.
‘ Father,’ he said to me, ‘I come to ful-
fill a promise I made to Don Bosco,
namely, that if he helped me to ter
minate satisfactorily his bust, I would
go to confession and Communion in his
honor.’ He faithrully carried out his
promise, and rendering thanks to Don
Bosco for his aid, he said to me : ‘ Love
conquers all, Father. Ilove Don Bosco
and this love has urged me to repro
duce his countenance in marble, and

mutilated hands 1 have succeeded:
.| Observe attentively and tell me is not
this Don Bosco ?' "

-] Successful at Last,
“1 was a sufforer from neuaralgia in my

- | side, and headaches, I followed numerd
v

Spein side by side with any nation of Earope
We gain nothing by such unfair, uojus

y >
statements. We lower ourselves in lower

| reputation which time only magnifies.
| In Boston the Working Boys

work, and the products of its trade
schools have given the insdtution o R —
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ing our antagonists.”

i DYSPEPSIA is the cause of unt]]:l :ann'm'
1’1!1:. By taking llood’s Sarsaparilla the
digestive organs are toned and dyspepsia

|

preseriptions without benefit and was pers

led to try Hood’s Sarsaparilla, When L
wd taken only one botile I realiz ad it was
doing me good and [ continued taking 1"
until 1 was cured MRS, CARRIE PRICI
(reorgetown, Ontario,
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) went down from Jerugalem

" rtain mar
A certair (Luke 10

10 Jericho and fell among robbers.”
80.)

Jerusalem 18, according to the ex-
plnua!lon of St. John in the A;{an
lypse, & figure of the hea\_wnly Sion,
of our eternal country in Heaven.
Jericho, however, in the language ot‘
Holy Scripture, signifies the abode of
gin, of destruction. The tmvel.el:, in
the gospel of to-day, is in a spiritual
gense, 1O other than the sinner who
strays from the narrow way of Heaven
to the broad road to hell. And what | ¢o

olge could happen to him in so unfor- | get

tunate & peregrination, than that he
should fall among robbers, who strip | he
him of that beautiful garment of grace,

rob him of his whole treasure of merit- | tyc

orious works for Heaven and strike
his poor soul fatal wouuds.

And do you know the roboers who
threaten you with so great a perdi
tion ? ! yes, they have so often
peen pointed out to you in sermons
and Christian doctrine. They are the
devil, the world and concupiscenco
First of all, it is the devil *‘ that mur
derer of men from the beginning " as
our Saviour calls him, "' that adver
who, according to the p1 ince of
the apostles, “like a roaring lion
goeth about, seeking whom he may
devour.” It is moreover the world, or
rather the wic ked on earth, who in the
of Satan, as his helpers and
agsistants, spread every where the pet
of seduction, who gometimes by ridi
cule, sometines by menaces, now by
bad example, again by faise promises,
wich to estrange us from God and
virtue, seek to entice us iuto the way
of destruction. It 1is, finally, con
cupiscence, this doleful inhervitance of
our first parent, Adam, this dangerous
furnace of all imaginable temptations
and incentives to evil, which we con
ceal, deep in our interior, which we
carry with us always and everywhere
Painful situation for wus poor, iraii
children of Adam, to be daily sur
rounded by temptations and dangers ;
perils from within and perils from
which we cannot withdraw, even were
we to live in the desert among wild
beasts : for though we might there
escape the wicked world, we would not
be secure against Satan and concu-
piscence. Oh ! how circumspectly and
carefully should we not therefore walk,
remembering our weakness and frailty,
«watch and pray,” according to the
admonition of Jesus Christ, ** that we
enter not into temptation.”

And still, dearly beloved, great as
are our reasons to tremble at all times
at the malice and cunning of these
three foes and robbers on our way to
Heaven, still the danger becomes
doubly and tenfold great, if we care
lessly associate with them and pre
sumptuously seek the danger of sin
This may be easily seen, since God has
not promised grace, assistance to him
who madly and presumptuously rushes
into the danger. Without the aid of
Heaven, however, our fall, our perdi
tion, is certain. See, O ( aristian, you
have, for instance, & frivolous ac
quaintance, become epamored, you
visit dangerous places. Beware, it is
the proximate occasion for the soul's
destruction. The infernal robber lies
in ambush for you, he will certainly
capture you if you do not iiee §)
there is a house, a company, where a:
often as you enter, impious com
panionsg crowd around ycu, virtue and
religion ate spoken inst, Christ
and the priesthood are mocked, and
the most scandalous things form the
subject of conversation. My dear
Christian, in this house, this company,

the robbers dwell. Unless you remain

away, they will rob your soul, and
murder it as sure as there is a God ir

heaven. Or there is a saloon, Ol

drinking bout, as often as you enterec

this den, cursing and the most scandal
ous language occurred, or you obliter
ated the image of God from your sou
by horrible drunkeness. See, thi
company again is nothir 7 else than
band of robbers, which lurks for you
soul, to cast it into perdition. 1f yo
do not wish to perish, then beware an
listen not to the suggestions of Satar
to the flatteries of the world and senst
ality, but heed the voice of Goc
which calls to you in Sacred Scripture

“He that loveth danger shall peris
in it.” (Eeeli. 8, 27.) ‘‘If thy &)
scandalize thee, piuck it out, and ca
it from thee ; it is better for thee hax
ing one eye to enter into life, tha
having two eyes to be cast into he
fire.” (Matt. 18, 9) This is to sa)
If that person, ihat society, that. a
quaintance, or whatever else ip li
were as dear to you or seemed as ind
peusable as the eyo of your body, b
were to prove dangerous to your sol
separate from it, say not another wo
to that person, go not into that societ
for it is better that you go to heav
without the person or company, th
with, and through it, you be 1
eternally. Are you amazed at
severe demand of your Saviou
Then, simply consult reason. It te
you: if you do not wish to be bitt
by a vicious dog, keep away from hi
If you do not wish to fall into an aby
do not carelessly approach it. A
thus [ say to you: if you do not w
to be robbed and assassinated by
robbers on the road of heaven, ti
avoid tham, at any price shun tk
unhappy proximity, have nocommt
cation with them. IFor, ‘‘The Ki
dom of heaven suffereth violent
gays the gospel, “*and only the viol
bear it away.” And again, Ji
gays: ‘“Watch ye, and pray tha
enter not into temptation.” (Matt.
41.) Yes, vigilance must protect
prayer make us strong, God’s g
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