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NOTES OF THE WEEK.

IRISH FICTION TO-DAY.—One of 
0ur American exchanges, a leading 
daily, in its column of Book Reviews 
refers to “An Irish Cousin,” written 

• by E. E. Somerville and Martin 
Boss. This is a new edition of a 
work that appeared in a less elabor
ate form some twenty years ago. It 
had a success then; the authors scor
ed successes with subsequent works ; 
and now this old story, in a new 
form, is a failure. Why so? The re
viewer gives his explanation of such 
a queer freak in public taste. We will 
reproduce the reviewer’s explanation, 
and then give our own. He says:
‘Few novelists can resist the 

temptation to exhume an early ef
fort and embark it on the current 
of a recent success. The enterprise 
falls regularly, but the example never 
deters. The authors of ‘Some Expo 
riences of an Irish R. M.’ have made 
their own the short story dealing 
with certain aspects of country life 
in the west of Ireland. Their success 
with two volumes of amusing and 
Well-written sketches has prompted 
them to issue a new edition of an 
earlier achievement in the more am 
bitious line of the long novel. ‘ An 
Irish Cousin’ fell flat five years ago,

1 and is not to be rehabilitated. In- 
r »tead of lively pictures of what does 
\ actually happen among the horse

dealing, drinking, improvident inhab
itants of County Cork or County 
Galway, we are presented with a sen
sational story of a lofet will, a mur
dered heir, and all the accompanying 
incidents familiar to English fiction 
of half a century ago. But the touches 
of description of Irish untidiness,
Irish weather, Irish gloom, and Irish 
*it which have made their short 
•tories popular, redeem the improb
abilities of the plot. The book can 
be read, and would pass muster in 
the mighty array of modern fiction 

\ ,f onc Were not driven to contrast it 
t the more recent work of its 
1 authors.”

The foregoing may lie an explana 
j tion ,rom the standpoint of the rc- 

viewer; but it is not the true one.
What the authors of this novel wrote 
* score of years ago and found ac- 
ttptance with the public, should he 
«laally true and popular to-day. if 
there were not something radically 
thanged. It is not the book that has 
“anged; for, despite a little padding 
“d a ,ew corrections, it is the same 
*torJ. with the same scenes and char- 
aclrrs. Nor is it the form and man- 
»r of presenting that has changed;

: ““ 11 tnere be any change it is only 
the way of improvement. Where 

*n is the change that brings defeat 
* re ™tory formerly perched? The 
. ange is in the public, and in pub- 

8enti,I1ent. taste and knowledge, 
he last fifteen years, or so, have 

Wnessed the ostracising ol the 
S,age Irishman." The day has 

«°1» past when Ireland can be made,
01 yore' ,he butt of the ribald's 

t ’ wlu'n the ballad singer could 
”t her in burlesque, the artist 

. 1 ”cr in caricature, and the easy- 
jjereg nonentity eke out a precarious 

Wlth the Plagiarism of her 
Lr I'be time is now dead when 

“^ketches ol Carleton could be 
bi.ir. 011 as g,inuine Pictures ol 
Wh™ .s' character and habits, and 

■i,.,..,.the illotic antics of "Handy 
could be paraded abroad as

eye and when every man, woman, or 
child, who can read knows all about 
that country and her people.

Time was when it was a disgrace 
to be considered an Irishman ami 
shame to belong to the race. But, in 
this age, Ireland is looking up, and 
the race is being both honored and 
courted by those who formerly were 
prone to shun and ridicule the sons 
and daughters of that land.

Thus it is that the novel which was 
a success, from a financial point of 
view, twenty years ago, is a failure 
to-day. Not that its authors have 
lost strength or popularity, (on the 
contrary that have gained both in 
other fields), but because the public 
has become enlightened on the sub
ject of Ireland and has ceased to be 
prejudiced.

ECCENTHÏCmES.-It is strangc 
how people, of eccentric character or 
disposition, will make light of that
th »h 18 ™OSt serious in life—the end 
hat awaits us all. Seme. think on

ly of the manner in which their lives 
will he commemorated after death 
but never give a thought to whal 
w ll become of their souls when this 
1 e is O'er. The.olher day we read 

about an individual in Putnnm 
Conn., by the name of Fhineas (}• 
Wright. He had his -tomb and bust 
erected in the local cemetery in an
ticipation of his death. Beneath his 
bust he had iriseribed, "Going, but 
can t tell where." It is at best, a 
very poor piece of wit or of compo
sition; for by the time his remains 
would be under that tomb he would 
be ' gone,” not "going," and he 
would have a very fair idea of 
"where." It is just another sample 
of the thousands of cases in which 
men try to glean a small amount of 
Cheap notoriety, within their own 
very narrow circle, by pretending to 
have no faith in hereafter. Well, if 
they do not know to what place thev 
are going, they are aware of one 
thing, at least, that, as far as this 
world is concerned, they are going to 
the cemetery. It is not an inviting 
place, nor is it onc in which they arc 
likely to enjoy any degree of amuse
ment, even though they may be hu
morous and si'tfy, scoffers ami fools.
It is a pity that the severe lesson 
that each death brings homes to men 
cannot he taken to heart. For, after 
all, there is nothing serious in life 
except death: and the most serious 
part in death is that which comes 
after it.
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c of th-day know» better 
*® “timate the value of such 
8' * ^ence their aucceee in the

t ‘g80ranca about Ireland and 
prejudice against her; hence 'ri 

comparative failure 
0 Ireland is

LESSONS OF INTEMPERANCE - 
The Imperai Health Office of Ger
many has issued a very important 
pamphlet. In dealing with the sub
ject of liquor, it presents a mass of 
material, which is so arranged that 
ordinary readers can thoroughly un
derstand it, and which shows many 
of the injurious effects of alcohol. On 
the other hand, while not claiming to 
advocate total abstinence, the 
pamphlet states that total abstin- 
©nee is not disadvantageous to health 
as many believe, and that it does not 
impair the working ability of man. 
In Germany during the year 1902 the 
total ahiount spent on alcoholic li
quors, throughout the entire Empire, 
was about six hundred and twenty- 
five million dollars. This is an aver
age per head, for persons over fif
teen years of age, of thirty-five dol
lars. When -we look at figures of this 
character we inclined to say that 
they are exaggerated, and very much 

The sum is so enormous that we 
can scarcely think of it, except as a 
bulk sum. for if we go into the con
sideration of it in detail, we are 
sure to become bewildered.

Just imagine the amount of food, 
clothes, rent, and legitimate pleas 
ures could be purchased for six hun 
dred and twenty-five million dollars 
It seems to us that with such a sum 
utilized for other purposes there 
should not be a single poor person 
in the entire German Empire. Still 
it has gone for the one useless, and 
most profitless, purpose of intoxicat
ing drink. This alone should suffice 
to give us an idea of how much Ger
man squanders in a year that might 
be used to build up the national in
dustries. When we contemplate the 
millions needed to keep up an im
mense standing army and a very 
powerful navy, and we add it to the 
alcoholic bill, we are surprised at 
the remaining wealth of that coun
try. Take that sum and pour it into 
Canada and it would change In a few 
months the whole aspect of our af-

But while we are thus commenting 
upon Germany, we must not lose 
sight of the fact that, in proportion 
to our respective populations, Can
ada spends almost as much on alco
holic liquors each year; and yet this 
is by no means a land of abuses in 
that direction. We do not perceive it 
so accustomed have we grown to the 
circumstances around us. But whenJut delin' u ° aDroaa ^ circumstances around us. But when

;just (iplin(-at'0nS P®culiari- we think of the vast number of hard
working men who leave a goodly por
tion of each week’s wages in the sa
loon, and who consequently deprive 
their families of necessaries, or at 
least of those little luxuries that 
make life sweet, we cannot but say 
that total abstinence is the only cure 
for the fell disease that has come 

the race. It is hard to secure 
'ibetiience in a community: yet,
■-------it 1» the only salvation

A No\EL PHILOSOPHER.—Some
short time ago, at Atlantic Citv 
there was held a National Conference' 
of Unitarian and other churches, at 
which Hr. Carroll D. Wright, ex- 
United States Commissioner of La
bor delivered an address, which ‘‘The 
Christian Register,” of Boston re
produces in full. Dr. Wright is an 
optimist as far as religious matters 
go; although from his remark's he 
does not appear to have a very clear 
notion of what religion is. He says 
that, taking the community as a 
whole, there is no decadence or les
sening of a true- religious spirit. He 
admits ‘‘a great change in the theo
logical thought of the people;” but 
he merely admits this, he does not 
enter upon the subject. No more does 
he consider the subject of Church at
tendance, nor the devotional, or a? 
he calls pietistic, sense of the age. 
He emphasizes ‘‘the evidence of the 
growth of a real religious sentiment 
without regard to these other mat
ters.” That is to say, he undertakes 
to study the growth of religious sen
timent apart from religion. He casts 
asides all the external evidences of 
religious sentiment when studying 
that same sentiment. It would not 
be difficult to thus contradict the 
best informed preachers and students 
of the subject. Nine out of ten Pro
testant preachers complain of the 
great falling off in Church attend
ance, and the consequent lack of reli
gious feeling. Dr. Wright says, prac
tically, that Church attendance has 
nothing to do with it; that he will 
prove the contrary regardless of 
Church attendance. The minister 
says that piety is dying out, people 
do not pray as they use to; Dr. 
Wright says that piety has nothing 
to do with religion, that the world 
may be forgetful of God entirely and 
yet increase in religious sentiment.
In fact. Dr. Wright is like the pro
fessor of law who would lecture up- 

:he suhji ct regardless of wha* 
law is, of how laws are made, and of 
what the laws are; or the professor 
of medicine who would say that 
'materia medica” and the art of 

surgery have nothing to do with the 
profession, and as long as men pre
tend to practise the profession, it 
does not matter how little they 
know about its principles. Exactly 
the same absurdity as to say that 
religious sentiment is increasing in 
the world, regardless of theological 
principles and of devotion.

When this is his method of dealing 
with the subject we have very little 
to say. But we are curious to know 
by what means he can reach his con
clusions.

He sets out with saying that there 
is so much in our life to. develop the 
sense of right and wrong, that 
church and church attendance play 
but a small part in the work. It may 
be true that there are, outside the 
Church, influences for good, but that 
is not religion, nor does the increase

of these influences mean an increase 
of religions sentiment. For example 
he Shows that our criminal statistics 
show more crimes than fonnerlv, hut 
hat ,s because things exist ,„-,|ny 

that are wrong which cither <li,l not 
exist years ago. „r were not then 
wrong. Such as the breaking of , he 
liquor license law. When there was 
no such law that category of crimes 
dU not exist. Suppose this be 
st’ll it has nothing to ilo with reli
gion. I,, is a social affair from the 
temperance standpoint, ami a 
c pal affair from the legal stand
point. But it. in no wa» affects reli
gious sentiment, lts increase or its 
decrease.

Then he speaks of penalogy. He 
says that I he old doctrine of the fall 
of Adam has been eliminated from 
penalogical science. This, then, in
stead of marking an increase simply 
enotes a decrease in religious senti

ment anil faith. H0 is on the wrong 
track. Tjien he adds: "Wo hav- 
come to; regard the criminal ns 
man morally diseased. We are con 
cerned not so much with his punish 
ment as with his reform." But 
gam. we repeat, this is not an evi
dence of an increase in religious sen 
timent. This is all humanitarian 
There is nothing devotional about it 
Consequently, fir. Wright fails, be
cause he cannot stick to his subject 
to establish his theory.

At the close he speaks of the tri
butes paid to Emerson, on the occa
sion of his centenary, and of those 
paid to Leo XIII. on the occasion of 
his dpalh- This latter passage is a 
’ ery touching one, coining from such 
an outside source, but it has its 
weakness. Thus does he close a long 
series of arguments that have abso
lutely nothing to do with his propo
sition, and in no way tend to estab
lish it:—

‘ But perhaps the grandest experi
ence has come through the death of 
Loo XIII. To read the estimates of 
his character as given in different 
Protest am churches by ministers of 
different denominations onc would 
suppose i„i\ the old attitude toward 
Catholicism had passed away. Not 
an acrimonious word has been said 
there being only praise for the 
blime character and devout spirit 
which attended the late Sovereign 
Pontiff. . . . The demonstrations 
at.tlw? time of the death of Loo em
phasize the fact that we are more 
tolerant, more appreciative of real 
worth, more ready to recognize the 
highest personal character, than at 
any previous time in the history of 
the world. The universal estimates 
of Emerson and Channing on the one 
hand and of the Pope on the other 
accentuate the ways <vf the Spirit- 
ways that would not have found 
pressions a quarter of a century ago.
They symbolize the truest religious 
development of our time.”

B.v no means do these expressions 
indicate a religious development; they 
are absolutely apart from religion 
The Protestant world spoke of Leo 
XIII. as it knew him, a man, 
statesman, a philosopher, a poet, , 
personage of noble life and lofty sen 
timent,^a sublime character passing 
over thé stage of time. The expres
sion of such appreciation indicates 
an advanced stage of civilization; out 
not of religious development. Emer
son was an iconoclast; he aimed at 
uprooting the sacred traditions of 
centuries. It was not a sentiment of 
religious development that stirred 
men of different denominations to 
pay tribute to his memory; for not 
one of them agreed with his teach
ings any more than with those of 
Leo XIII. It was the social sp-rit 
of what is called tolerance, which is 
at the bottom of the one great here
sy (one religion as good as another) 
that urged them to. such generous- 
sounding praises. But instead of pro
ving the increase in the religious sen
timent of the age, all this simply es
tablishes the very contrary.

Dr. Wright’s address is based on n 
false premise, and the syllogism he 
seeks to make is, therefore, neces
sarily false.

paper with the poem on it ami haw 
swallowed it. There were umnv oil,,.,- 
explanations attempted, but Inis one 
seems to have been the most reason- 
able solution. Out in Mich.gnn, there 
is an organ called (lie "Christian Ad
vocate,” and in it „ H,.v. Dr. PoMs 
—his name has nothing to do with 
the discovery—has written to inform 
the world that he lias just discovered 
that most of the men who write for 
the daily papers and wlm control the 
same, in the United States, are "em
issaries of the Papacy," in disguise, 
and that their aim is to furl her in 
secret the nefarious ends of Rome in 
(he Republic of Americu. To borrow 
an expression from Junius, the most 

f them thut we know of, must (•<■!•_ 
tainly “do their furthering of Rome’s 
causi- in secret, for all their othpr 
4Vms «nd works are on record.” But 
Dr* Potts, having found all this out, 
is surely the proper person to expose 
these journalistic emissaries of Rome. 
We would suggest that he publish a 
list of their names. In f’anadn. here, 

could start the list for him. with 
1,1,1 leading writers of the “ Daily 
Witness,” the “Orange Sentinel,” and 
tin- “Mail and Empire.”

Catholic Sailors' Club,

IN OUR SCHOOLS.

PROF. J. A. FOWLER.

Prof. .f*. A. Fowler, director 
organist of St. Patrick's choir, am! 
his well trained choiristers and solo
ists, assisted by a number of ladies, 
and by several of the seamen oi the 
ships now in port, contributed 
programme for the concert of 
Cpd), held, on Wednesday last. That 
the efforts of the choir of the par- 
‘iit Irish choir of Montreal were ap

preciated was evident by the enthu
siastic manner in which the large ad- 
di?nce present manifested their 
proval at tin* close of each numlu 

I he chair was occupied by jvir.
George A. Carpenter, lender of tho 
choir. In opening (he proceedings, he 
made a neat speech during the course 
of which he dwelt upon the noble 
work which tin- executive of the Club 
was doing to make the short stay of 
seamen in the port of Montreal not 
only pleasant, but profitable. He al
so alluded to the fact that Prof. 
Fowler and *t. Patrick’s choir ful
ly realized the importance of the 
aims and objects of the Catholic 
Sailors' Club, and their presence to
night was a prove that such was tho

and

the 
t lie
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REV. BRO. PRUDENT.

Through the kindness of an old 
fiiend and subscriber wo are ena*dvd 
to print the likeness of one of the 
best known and most zealous mem
bers of the local brunch of the great 
teaching Order—the Christian Bro
ilers.

Brother Prudent has been long as
sociated with Irish Catholic educa
tion in Montreal. The success he has 
achieved in the noble work to which 
he has consecrated his life, since tak
ing up his residence in our midst, is 
in evidence in abundance in v\ 
walk of life in this great commercial 
metropolis.

At the time of his appointment in 
1893. to the office of Director of 
“Old St. Ann’s,” Rev. Brother Fla- 
mien, the then Visitor of the Order, 
made the following announcement: MR. GEORGE A. CARPENTER.

, » "The good parishioners of * ' 
St. Ann’s will find in Rev. 
Brother Prudent-of-Mary, 
whom they already know, a 
heart entirely devoted to 
them, and an ardent spirit 
that will be unreservedly in 
tho service of their chil-

That the promise of the Bro. Visit
or has long since been realized every 
reader of the “True Witness,” in this 
city, will cheerfully acknowledge.

THE POPE AfcD PRESS.-In this 
age of invention and wonderful dis
covery it is not astonishing that men 
of fertile imaginations and of fevered 
brains should be able to unearth 
strange and unheard of objects. W< 
once read of a man, in Iowa, who 
claimed to have discovered a poem 
written inside of an egg that had 
just been laid by a hen. . It was a 
wonderful Abcovery, and went a long 
way to prove that the hen, when 
feeding, must have picked up a bit of

Few auxiliaries of the Church in 
Montreal have rendered more loyal 
and more efficient service to our race 
than the Christian Brothers and at 
such little outlay on the part of the 
recipients. That fact should never be 
forgotten.

IN MRMORIAM.

The anniversary service of the lato 
Patrick Gallery will be held in St. 
Ann’s Church on Monday next, at 7
«MB * ~

The following wore amongst the 
performers: Miss Sadie Tansey, Miss 
Isabella Foley, Miss A. Menzics, Mrs. 
Dr. Johnston, of Boston, assisted in 
the chorus by the lady members of 
the choir, Messrs. J. Quinn, J. M. 
Power, Lamourcux, McAndrcw, Car
penter, Jos. Donnelly, Mr. Green
wood, W. .1. Walsh, ami J. J. Walsh, 
Seamen: Master W. Hughes, steaml 
ship Lai» Champlain: Mr. Cook, 
Manchester Corporation; William Lee. 
steamship Virginian; Watty Jack and 
Alex. Young, steamship Alcides.

Miss Gertrude Murphy \liecharged 
the difficult and important office of 
piano accompanist.

Next Wednesday’s concert wiR ho 
under tho direction of Mrs. Jennie 
Riley McIntyre.

INVESTED WITH PALLIUM.

Most Rev. Bertram Orth was in
vested with the pallium on October 
4th, at St. Andrew’s Cathedral in 
Victoria. British Columbia. The cere
mony was performed by His Excel
lency, Mgr. Sliarrctti, Apostolic Dolly 
gate.

A TERRIBLE DISASTER- .( ,

Two thousand persona were remap 
ed homeless Oct. 9 in Passaic, N.J., 
by inundation caused by ' 
flowing of the rivers P..azvv.,,e jvj awe rivers rutisa
Dundee, which wa, the result ; 
great rainstorm of Oct. 8 and
«fi


