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(From the ‘‘Socialist,”’

HE international meeting of December 19 has
been a_ Russian proletarian fete,” and one
would wjsh that this great day of the Russian
Revalption may last long, for ever, in the memory
of the workers.

It is not so much that the discourses were of
great importanee, fresh and deep words spoken
to the Russian people by the representatives of
different States, different mations of Europe and
Asia, but what was of 50 mueh significance and
importanee was the feeling of burning confidence
towards._the Russian worker, and the (-olﬁp]ete
understanding the recognition of his historie role
expressed by the 23 orators, )

Hindoos and Kogpeans, English, Persian, French,
Chinesé, Turks and others spoke, in fact, on the
same- theme—Imperialism. Imperialism which has
through - its greediness lost itself in the madness
and shame of massaecres,” drunk with blood, dig-
ging its own tomb, revealing to the whole workers
of the world with terrible evidence its inhumanity
and cynieism.

But, I say, it is not this eriticism of the old so-
eial order already well known and familiar to the
ears of the masses of the workers; it is not the
verdiet of international equity pronounced on this
band of evil doers. This was not the essential
gignificance of the meeting.

But it was in the unanimous  sentiment with
which the prayers of the dead were spoken over
the past, with which the joyous welcome was ad-
dressed to the regenerated Russian Révolution,
ealling to its help all people, and ealling them to
the help of the workers of all countries. In the

e hole of the speeches one felt the assurance that

ia, having by the Wwill of history taken the
vanguard part of Soecialism, would fill with suec-
eess and honor this role. diffieult but great, and
‘would lead all peoples to follow towards the crea-
tion of a new life.
These discourses in different languages, pene:
-—
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trated with one feeling, had a marvellous reson-
ance, and suggested the convietion that only the
wish of the people, rationally directed, is eapable
of accomplishing these miracles.

And is it not in truth a miracle? Sinee /the
finish of the 18th century the monarchist people
of Russia aecomplished immutably the shameful
and bloody task of strangling all revolytionary or
emancipating movements in East and West, our
soldiers have blindly fought against the revolu-
tionary armies of France in the great French Re-
volution, have crushed many times without merey
the national revolutionary movement in Poland,
have aided in 1848 the Austrian monarchists to
stifle the revolution in Hungary, have killed eon-
stitutional Turkey in 1878-79, have laid violence
on. Persia, have drownéd-in bleod - the national
movements in China,/in a word, havé played the
part-of executioner of liberty everywhere where
they have beeni sént by an autocracy greedy and
afraid.

And today towards these people the hearts and
eyes of all peoples, of all the workers of the earth
are turning; all are looking on Russia with hope,
with theé great hope. with the certainty that she
will be able to worthily and powerfully earry out
the part she has taken up of being  the forece
which shall liberate the world from the rusted
¢hains of the past. '

This certainty, this hope, has been best expres-
sed in his speech by Comrade Youssoupof, repre-
senting Turkeystan and Bukaria. He in the most
eonvineing and lively fashion gave expression to
the world-wide conseciousness of the Russian
liberation :

‘““Do not complain,’”’ said he, ‘‘that your exist-
ence is hard; you Hive taken up a work which de-
mands the grehtest saerifices, which demands ab-
negation, unshakeable courage, disinterestedness,
and incessant work.’”’’ Such was the tone of his
discourse, and one may say it was exaetly what
was wanted.

As a faet, the Russian Soecialist worker is at-
tracting the attention of the world; as though be-

fore humanity he was pasSing the exannnatlon of
his. political maturity; he stands before all men
the ereator of new forms ‘of life. This is the first
time that a decisive attempt to realize the Soecial-
ist idea has ever been made on so large a secale,
the attempt to put a body to this theoretical life,
which one may eall the religion of the workers.

One ean well understand that the attention of

“the whole of working humanity should be directed

towards, Russia, for we are working for the world,
for the whole planet.

And the interest- of the working world concen-
trated upon the Russian Socialist obliges him to
high and firm, keep the flag flying, for he appears
historically as the master and example for hun-
dreds of thousands and millions of men.

Despite actual circumstances of  extreme dif-
fieulty, he ought to be valiant, stoical, reasonable,
generous, disinterested and stubborn in the work.

Hé ought to know that he himself is poisoned
with the poison with which the possessing classes
have contaminated the universe. He should know
that ‘the cruelty and bestiality towards the ‘next,
and -all that o which reposes the old world, has
entered also into his blood.

He who now is free behaves always towards
work like a slave; yet it is only econcentrated
work, obstinate, disinterested, that can tear up by
the roots all the horrors of the aneient world.

I do not think these disquieting reflections
should be out of place here before the speeches of
praise addressed to the Russian workers on theé
occasion of their first international fete.

Comeades! all the workers of the earth are
turning their eyes upon you with a bright hope.
They want to see in you new men, upright, incor-
ruptible, indefatigable in their work of construet-
ing a new world.

Show: then, to the whole world that you are
new men. Show to the world what there is in you
that is more human—your lové, your generosity,
your open honesty, and how well you know how

to work !-From La Vie,
= —y

Indian Trade Unions

(Fpom the ‘‘Daily Herald,”’ Aug. 14.)

Labor Leader Gives Starling Facts to Committee.

After the landlords had given evidence before
the Joint Committee, Mr. B. P. Wadia, who is
known as the father of Trade Unionism in India,
and is president of the Madras Labor Union, gave
evidence.

He drew attention to the long hours worked in
Madras, pointing out that the welfgre of the
laborers had been left in the hands of the Govern-
ment, that is, in the hands of the people repre-
senting the British bureaueracy instead of under
the control of Ministers responsible to the Indian

le.
Pe;l:;ked as to the number of members of his
Union, Mr. Wadia said that they amounted to
about 20,000. He was confident that Trade Union-
ism had come to stay in India, as he was receiv-
ing invitations from all parts of the country to
form branches; even amongst the agricultural
workers there was a movement for combined ac-

o " Unbearable Condition.

Social conditions had reached a point when they

m no longer bearable; and the laborers look to-
ward political power as one means of remedying

their condition.

As to the frightening away of British etptul
the witness said that under present conditions the
bringing in of British money Wwas of very
tionable value, though if conditions changed,
jsh capital might be welcome. ‘Hie wanted Lclgor

enfranchised, ~ especially in the large industrial

centres.

As to the organization capacity of the laborers,
Mr. Wadia said that they were very unlikely in-
deed to follow any leader blindly. Hejdid not
wish special representation for the’ workers, but
wanted them to be part of the general- electorate.

Mr. Jinnah, delegate from the All-India Muslim
League, who was supported by the Hon. Mr.
Yakub Hasau, also gave evidence. These witnesses
supported the view from almost all those who had
previously given evidence that if the Billywas put
in use it must grant some measure of responsi-
bility in the Central Government, and there must
also be full provincial autonomy.

Chamber of Commerce Heard.

A memorandum was handed in representing the
views of the South Indian Chamber of Commerce,
which showed the immense political change whi¢h
had eome over the merchants of India, who were
now fully determined to seeure the full use of
their political rights and powers.

SYRIA.

France wishes to be the power ‘‘under whose

care Syna is to be developed to ultimate i);dc

pendence.’’ At the same time France objeets
vigorously to a nationalist movement being en-
conraged in Syria. Jmtmctlywhttdoesi‘nme
mean by ‘‘ultimate independence?’’

“SURRENDER, OR BE HANGED.”

How Joseph’s Men Dealt With Socialist Ministers.
(From the “‘Daily Herald,” August 14.)

PARIS.—“We determined to extérminate the
Moderate Soecialist Government because it was the
direct inheritor of Bela Kun’s policies, which we
eould not tolerate.”’

This is an extraect Qfom an amazingly candid
statement made to a ecorrespondent by Friedrich,

*the Archduke Joseph’s Prime Minister.

‘““We therefore.”” he continued, ‘‘simply sur-
rounded the building where the Pleidl Govern-
ment was in session—the Roumanian General hav-
ing given us permission—and demanded imméd-
iate surrender. It was at first refused absolutely.
But whepn the Socialist Ministers understood that
refusal meant swift hanging for themselves, and
that Budapest was completely in the hands of
their engmies:, they gave in.’’

No Divinity Hedges Bela Kun.

It.now appears that Joseph lived quietly at his

chatéau near Budapest during the Soviet .regime.

"It is interesting to compare this treatment with

that accorded by the Entente to ‘‘bloody’’ ‘Bela
Kun. - According to a radio dispateh received here " -
today, the Communist Jeader has been taken from
the, village near Vienna, where he was living with
pesuntu, and gaoled- in one of the State peni-
tentiaries.

Noel Buxton, in a talk with me, Mys that of
wramuelly alone (who, it now appears, was mur-!
dered by Monarchist troops instead of having
cominitted suicide,) he believes there may be some’
foundation for Monarchist charges of brutality.




