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THE FARMER'’S ADVOCATE.
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Make Hay While the Sun Shines.
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second crop for seed.
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If warm
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where the
the weather.
It is not like as if
the hay would dry out and retain its quality, every rain
and every dew deteriorates the quality of clover in par-
‘Over-ripe hay has not the palatability, digesti-
bility or nutritive value as when cut at the right stage.
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) e also has a
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Even with the advent of labor saving
hay making is hard work. The hay loader Pms‘m:l‘iailnl\,
taken much of the backache and muscle straining out
of the job, and the sliding hay-rack greatly less .
work of the man entrusted with the building of the load.
The hay-fork and slings lightens the work of unloading.

However, there is always more or less anxiety and rush
during the haying season
the composition of various
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weather, a heavy crop of nutritious feed will be stored
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Sweet Clover as Hay.

So far this
harvesting of sweet clover and alfalfa,
many who are averse to sweet clover hay.
appearance of some hay, the

There

We must look farther and
conditions that promote efficient

Goop.,

has been a very good season for the
are
From the
y have reason to be. This

We shall never get anywhere by merely

clover which is appetizing to the stock. When cutting
sweet clover the plants should be carefully examined
and the cutting-bar of the mower set to cut a couple of
inches above the young shoots that are appearing at

ltﬁ;abud or

the bottom of the plant. At least one hea

branch must be left on each stalk or the plant will die.
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More than one farmer has been deprived of his second-
growth of sweet clover by cutting too close to the ground,
As sweet clover is vety sappy at the time it should be
harvested, it is necessary to cure it in coils in order
that there will be the Jeast possible loss of leaves. The
leaves are the richest part of the plant, from a feed'
standpoint, and every care should be taken to save
them. With a favorable season, the second crop will
come on and can be saved for seed. However, some
have found it advisable to allow the first crop to mature,
owing to the risk of cutting the plants too closely and
of unfavorable weather conditions, Comparatively few,
however, grow the crop for seed purposes: it is a fodder
plant and is largely grown as such.
The Quality of the Hay Crop.
Quality in hay is rather hard to define,
stockman knows what it means,
and freshness is maintained,
good.
curing.

but every
If the natural aroma
the quality is said to be
In order to have this it requires rather slow
Higher quality hay is generally made in the
coil than in the swath or
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The Hero of Haying Time is the Man in the Mow.

plant, so long classed as a noxious weed,
coarse stem, and when cured has serjewhat the ap
pearance of sticks, and one would wonder at
eating it,
cut out
for hay.
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1ad to admit that it looked very unpalatable,
when we commenced feeding it this spring,
ate it greedily. I fed a little red

riowever,

the cattle

In fact, we

clover along with the sweet clover and some of the
cows would clean up the sweet clover first, even though

tnere wer

e comparatively few leaves, and the stalks
1 lead pencil and very hard and
something about the flavor of sweet
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has a very

-
the cattle
At Weldwood Farm, last year, a few acres
of the field that was in pasture and cured
By the time it was ready to draw into the

A Good Crop Ready for the Barn.

windrow, The hay is cut in
the morning and is raked
into coils the same day, then
left to sweat and cure before
being stored. However, with
shortage of help and a
bumper crop to handle, a
good deal of hay is cured in
the swath or windrow, even
though the quality. is some.
what impaired,” With favor-
able weather, the grasses or
clover may be cut in the
morning and, if thick, ted-
ded in the forenoon. = The
next morning this may - be
raked into - windrows " and
stored in the afternoon.
While the general _practice
is to start cutting early in
the morning, there is not
much gained over waiting
until - the dew dries, The
dew  will evaporate more
quickly when the crop is
standing than when lying
in the swath. If the plants
are dry, wilting commences
immediately when they are
cut. The side-delivery rake
which leaves the windrow
more open than the ordinary
dump-rake is an advantage
in handling the crop. The
hay may be partially cured
in the windrow with a
smaller loss of leaves and less hleaching than if left in
the swath.
Storing the Crop.

It is essential that hay be reasonably dry before
it is stored in the mow or stack. It is surprising, how-
ever, how fresh both clover and timothy can be ¢ured.
The fresher it is, provided it will keep, the more
appetizing the feed. It should be remembered that
moisture on the hay, in the form of rain or dew, is more
likely to injure it in storage than moisture in the hay
in the form of sap. Hay has been stored when quite
fresh and came out of the mow in the winter with the
color of the bloom showing, A large percentage of the
moisture must, however, be evaporated from the stem
and leaves, so as to prevent heating in the mow, Even
when the hay is dry there will be a certain amount of
heating, and we have seen columns of steam rising
from the mow, especially where the hay was dumped
from the slings or hay-fork, The hay would get so
hot that one would fear it igniting, but this same hay

gradually cooled off and came out in splendid condition
a couple of months later, Undoubtedly, there have

been cases where spontaneous combustion has taken
place, resulting in the loss of the buildings and crops,

Sprinkling salt with the hay when it is in a moist con.
dition is advocated, This tends to prevent fermenta-
tion and retards bacterial development; thus it has the
effect of checking and preventing a rapid rise in tempera-
ture. Where every load of hay is spread over the mow,
there is less danger of heating than if it is allowed to
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