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Cc-operation in Agriculture
The principle of co-operation 

is frequently accepted and work
ed out in practice without any 
organic union or it may be any 
definite design. Farmers while 
working separately and inde
pendently of each other by do
ing the same things really carry 
out the principles of co-opera
tion. Whole sections of farmers 
follow the same methods and 
grow the same crops which join
ed together find theii; way to the 
same markets in bulk «Hording 
reasonable profits. A small quan
tity could never be handled be
cause of the proportionate ex
cess of freight. In this ease 
the principle of co-operation ap
plies without any definite de
sign. The Farmers Institute or 
the Agricultural Association are 
in reality co-operative organiza
tions intended to teach and 
stimulate the individuals within 
their influence to work towards 
a common result beneficial to all 
alike. But when there exists the 
need this principle can be car
ried farther with much benefit

to all concerned. We are de
lighted to notice how many of 
our farmers lately manifest a 
willingness to carry this prin
ciple in many directions certain 
to increase the profits of the in-

Co-operation is valuable and 
important in assisting produc
tion, but it becomes even more 
valuable in many cases when 
applied to the profitable distri
bution of the articles produced. 
The surplus grain of any coun
try must of necessity be shipped 
to its final destination in bulk. 
No one would dream of sending 
a small quantity to a foreign 
market, hence the custom of dis
posing of it to a common buyer 
who invests large capital and 
speculates on the result. Grain 
is easily prepared for market by 
machinery, hut when it comes 
to dealing with fruit the propo
sition is much more difficult. 
The same necessity exists for 
forwarding in bulk so as to les
sen as much as possible the 
cost, but in this case machinery 
cannot he utilized to any ex
tent. The hand of an expert is 
needed and this is not always 
found on the farm where the 
fruit is produced. Hence the de
mand grows for some eo-opera-

An organization in the south
ern part of Ontario County has 
been formed for dealing with 
the apple crop. Here the at
tempt is to avoid unnecessary 
loss in the sale of the product, 
or to put it in a positive way, 
it is to endeavor to secure all 
the value instead of giving most 
of it to the purchaser and ship
per. We wish to congratulate the 
parties interested on this new 
move. It has for a longtime been 
much needed. The sale of ap
ples as usually conducted is en
tirely guess work. They are pur
chased so long ahead that it is 
impossible to estimate their 
real value. Besides, they are 
usually handled so roughly that 
much of the value is lost. The 
organization in Ontario County 
is, • we understand it, an at
tempt on the part of the grow
ers to conserve their own inter
ests in this respect. If by col
lecting them at a common cen
tre they are able to ofier 1,000 
or 10,000 barrels, instead of lots 
of 50 or 100, they arc much 
more likely to receive their full 
vâlue. But this co-operation 
will fail unless the same prin
ciples are applied in all the 
grading of fruit. If the apples 
of any district could be gather
ed in the rough at some com
mon centre on the railway 
where they could be sorted by 
an expert and guaranteed to be
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a certain grade and then offered 
in large quantities to buyers in 
Britain, their full value would 
be obtained. This would neces
sitate the erection at central 
points of storage buildings 
which need not be of an expen
sive character. But the main 
thing needed is a merciless 
grading so that the choice speci
mens would bring their highest 
value, while all down to the 
lowest grade could be disposed 
of and not wasted as at pre-

Thc chief difficulty in dealing 
with the fruit problem in Can
ada is the limited time in which 
it must be harvested in order to 
escape danger from frost. This 
ineahs that long before the rip
ening of the fruit the arrange
ments for handling it must all 
have been made so that no de
lay shall be experienced at any

Many parts of Canada are ad
mirably adapted for the produc
tion of choice fruit, but so far 
no general scheme has been 
worked out to prevent the con 
stant waste invariably witness
ed in many places. The result is 
discouragement leading to fur
ther carelessness in manage
ment, all tending to much loss.

We venture to express the 
hope that out of this movement 
for co-operation in handling our 
fruit may come relief which will 
add materially to the returns of 
the actual producer. We make 
no excuse for saying that our 
sympathies are entirely with the 
owner of the prehard. He has 
diligently cared for it for mane 
years and is entitled to the full 
value of his product. The deal
ers are it may be a necessity 
but they do not need nor do 
they ask for any sympathy. 
They can he trusted to gather 
in their full share of whatever 
profit is going. But without co
operation the producer is very 
often helpless and stands at the 
mercy of the dealer who has 
far greater knowledge of the 
situation and is often not al
ways particular how lie uses it.

There is still another direction 
where some enquiry should he 
instituted, as to whether some 
co-operation is not needed on 
the part of the consumers. We 
refer to the wide margin bi- 
tween the price paid for meat 
say in Toronto by the consum
er and the price paid 20 or t* 
miles in the country to the 
farmer for the live animal. It 
would seem to cost much more 
to distribute the meat in the 
city than to produce it in the 
country. But this phase of co
operation we must leave for an
other article.


