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would be laid out firss and who weuld be appoint-
ed as carriers.

IMPROVED SYSTEM AD!TED

By February 4, 1908, the rura. delivery system
had d such large » different
method was adopted. Upon the recommendation
o President Rooseve't, Congress consented to thi
rural free delivery seiviee being “laced under
civil service rules.

The regulations then adopted provided that the
rural carriers should be selected by rursl agents
of the Post Office Department after on.; a very
ruperficial test of theiv ability to read and write.
These regulations proved very unsatisfactory.
They resulted in charges that the rural agents
were controlled in their selection by political in
fluence. On Frbruary 1, 1004, the regulaions were
agair changed with ‘e olject of removing all
cause for complaint. The regulaticns then adop
ted are still in force. They have been and still |
are entirely satisfactory. The records of the Oivil
Bervice Commission and of the Post Office De-
partment, show thet they have raised the per-
sonnel of rural carriers to a remarkably high |

THE WINNING AND LEADING FARMERS IN T

carriers and living near the office at whick the
services of a carrier are needed, an

The examination is of a simple character. It

is held. The of this

is rent to the local postmaster, who is required fo
give it publicity. Copies of the announcement
are posted in the lobby of the office and in other
conspicuous public places. The exsminations ara
also usually announced in the press as items f
news,

The aplication blanks are distributed by the
postmasters, or, where there is city free delivery
service, by the local boards of examiners, The
applications, when filled ir, are sent direct to
Washington, and filed with the Commission. 1f
the Commission believes that the postmaster is
attempting to stifle competition in the interest of
some personal or political friend, the examina-
tion of the applicants is postponed until the num
ber of applications on file justifies the Commis-
sion in holding an examination. Additional ap-
plicants are usually secured by a re-announce-
ment of the examination. Circular letters are
sent sometimes to citizens of the territory sup-
plied by the post-office calling attention o the

ipally a test of y. Tt consists of
the filling out of registry and movey order re-
ceipts, an example in simple addition, and the
reading and writing of addresses. The examina
tion papers are rated by examiners of the Com-
mission all located in Washington. This prevents
iuterference from local irfluenns.

The applicant who receives the most marks re-
ceives the appointment. The papers are number-
el and thus the Commission does not know who
the appli are, Pref in i
in all branches of the service is given to persons
who have been honorably discharged from the
United States Military or Naval Bervice on ac-
count of disability resulting from wounds receiv-
ed or sickness incurred in the line of duty in
certain wars, in accordance with the provision of
an Act of Congress, provided however, that such
person receives a rating of not less than 66 (70
being required for eligibility for all others), and
is phy-ian‘lly able to do t a vork,

The regulations require that each applicant
must have been a resident of the territory sup-
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standard. The system is very simple and seems
perfect in the u}eﬂun‘h that it sets up against
political influence.

THE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION

Just here it may be well to explain what the
Civil Bervice C is. is
composed of three persons appointel by the presi-
dent. The law provides that not mcre than two
of the shall b»

need of applicants and to the fact that competi-
tion is open to all citizens who can comply with
the requirements.

The examination of the persons desirous to
be appointed as carriers are held by local boards
of examiners which must consist of members of
both political parties. Where there are no loeal
boards, the examination is conducted by the post-
master.

plied by the post office named in his appliestion

ceding the filing of his application
required that an applican: must be vouched for
by four persons who are patrons of rural service
and he must also submit the names of five other

for
latjons have proven thoroughly satisfactory and
have kened an interest among the patrons of

The papers are mailed in sealed
the same party. The present Democratic member packages
:lwt:oomhd;nndh{:d&mhm h ho::‘l::clvﬂhvi:;:‘m. "

. Black, of Chicago, who, when the Demo- 3 packages break

crats were in power during the second th':m i '&’.w:.“:ﬁ.,"m:
$ion of ; Oleveland, was Commissioner of | cogeey of competitors have assembled. ihey are
in whiel % the Oivil WM mmi:‘ﬁ;mmdmm-::m
ba made, including those of the rura' carriers. W'mhdwdndumlmc-hm

The method { filling positions in the rural de- | collusion between competitors. After the exami-
livery service is as follows: nation is over, the examiners give the competitors

The Post Office Department notifies the Com- | an opportunity to se. them seal the envelope con-
mission of its intention o establish new rural | taining the papers which are numbered but do
routss and also of all vacancies on establisled | mot bear the competitors’ name, and make them
l‘: 1t the Commission has not got the names | ready for mailing back to the office of the Com-
of any persons  ‘itable for the position of rural | mission in Washington.

& A

rural service in the appointment of the persons
who are to carry-the mail.

Owing to its being important that rural carriers




